Nation remembers the
great saint in 150th
birth anniversary year

Teach People
to help
Themselves
“

Look upon every man, woman and everyone as God. You cannot help anyone, you can only serve: serve the
children of the Lord, serve the Lord Himself, if you have the privilege. If the Lord grants that you can help any one
of his children, blessed you are; do not think too much of yourselves. Blessed you are that privilege was given to you
when others had it not. Do it only as a worship.
“... I should see God in the poor, and it is for my salvation that I go and worship them. The poor and the miserable
are for our salvation, so that we may serve the Lord, coming in the shape of the diseased, coming in the shape of the
lunatic, the leper, and the sinner! So long as the millions die in hunger and ignorance, I hold every man a traitor who,
having been educated at their expense, pays not the least heed to them.
“... In the world take always the position of the giver. Give everything and look for no return. Give love, give help,
give service, give any little thing you can, but keep out barter. Make no conditions and none will be imposed. Let us
give out of our own bounty, just as God gives to us.
“... All the wealth in the world cannot help one little Indian village if the people are not taught to help themselves.
Our work should be mainly educational, both moral and intellectual.
“... Each work has to pass through these stages—ridicule, opposition, and then acceptance. Those who think
ahead of their time are sure to be misunderstood.
“... Him I call a mahatma (great soul) whose heart bleeds for the poor, otherwise he is a duratma (wicked soul). Let
us unite our wills in continued prayer for their good. We may die unknown, unpitied, unbewailed, without
accomplishing anything — but not one thought will be lost. It will take effect, sooner or later.

”

— Swami Vivekananda
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Let Shakhas become
the CENTRE OF
SEWA

“I

call him a mahatma (noble soul) whose
heart bleeds for the poor. Rest all are
duratmas (wicked souls).” RSS founder Dr
Hedgewar vowed to take this message of
Swami Vivekananda to millions of people of the
society. With this motive he founded the RSS. Doctorji
used to say, “Happiness of Hindu society is my
happiness; misery of Hindu society is my misery; any
catastrophe for Hindu society is a trouble for me; and
insult to Hindu society is my insult. Inculcating this
6

First Dialogue

feeling of oneness and identification with the
society is the fundamental principle of the
organisation.”
The great saint of Maharashtra Tukaramji
said, “Budati he jan dekhvena dola; yete kalvala
mhanoniya” (the society is sinking deep in
difficulties and crises, and I cannot see this with
my eyes; my heart is full of compassion for them).
Doctor Hedgewar accomplished the great mission
of awakening the society towards its social
commitment for eradicating agony, pain and
sorrows from the society through the RSS. Once a
feeling of oneness towards the society is
generated, the inspiration to work selflessly for
the society can be felt.
About 5-6 years ago, the Sangh
swayamsevaks in Kollamcode village of
Kanyakumari district, Tamil Nadu, collected Rs
65,000 by serving food in 90 wedding ceremonies.
This money was used to provide necessary
educational material to the children of
economically deprived families living in slums,
which the RSS terms as ‘Sewa Bastis’. The
Communist leader of that village was invited for
that programme of distribution of educational
material. The first question he asked after coming,
“From where did you get these Rs 65,000?” The
swayamsevaks answered that they collected the
money by serving food in wedding ceremonies. The
Communist leader countered, “Why did you do such
a petty work?” He got the reply, “All Hindus are our
brethrens so what is wrong in helping them?” This
reply made the CPM leader emotional and he said
they never thought on these lines.
There is one more saying of Sant Tukaramji,
“Kalvalyachi aisi jaati kari labhavin priti” (the
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compassionate people love the society without
expecting anything in return).
Sant Kabir also said, “Mar jaaun par mangu nahi
tan apne re kaj, par hit mangan karne mohe na aave
laaj” (I will not ask anything for me, but I am not
ashamed for seeking for others).
The above cited incidents are the practical
example of these sayings of great souls. There are
innumerable such examples but it is not possible to
name all of them here due to space limitation.
The RSS has been busy since its inception to
inculcate all such virtues, goodwill and samskars in
every person of the society through its daily shakhas
and multifaceted activities. These samskars are
responsible for creating an army of dedicated
swayamsevaks throughout the country from the
Himalayas to the seas. These swayamsevaks are
always at the forefront to serve the society in times of
distress, natural calamities and at other troubled
times. The country has been experiencing such
readiness of swayamsevaks for the last 80 years. Be it
cyclones in Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu or
other coastal areas; or tsunami and floods due to
heavy rains or even drought. Be it deafening and
devastating earthquake or accidents of airoplanes or
trains. It is the swayamsevaks who are first to reach
the spot and started rescuing the victims. They did it
till the last victim was rescued. Observing the
swayamsevaks working for the 1977 cyclone hit
people of Andhra Pradesh, Sarvodaya leader
Prabhakar instantaneously remarked “RSS means
Ready for Selfless Service”!
We come across many such examples of service
rendered by swayamsevaks in case of the natural or
manmade emergencies. Similarly, to ameliorate the
living conditions of millions of the neglected, deprived
and exploited sections of the society, lakhs of
swayamsevaks are running permanent sewa projects.
The number of such service projects in the entire
country today is more than 1,35,000. These samskars
are imparted and inculcated in the daily shakha.
The late Balasaheb Deoras, the third
Sarsanghachalak of RSS, used to say about the daily
shakha: “The RSS shakha is not just a place to play
games or parade, but an unsaid promise of the
protection of the good citizenry, an acculturation
forum to keep the young away from undesirable
addictions; it is a centre of hope, for rapid action and
undemanding help in case of emergencies and crisis
that affect the people.

The swayamsevaks are running lakhs of
sewa activities. Besides, there are good
number of individuals and
organisations that are engaged in uplift
and emancipation of the neglected,
deprived and exploited lot of the
society. But still there is a need to reach
out to those who are out of the benefits
of development if we want to make our
country prosperous and strong.

It is a guarantee of the unafraid movement of
women and a powerful threat to the brutal and antinational forces. But the most important aspect is that
it is a university for training the appropriate workers
to be made available for the requirements of the
various fields of the life of the nation. And the
medium to achieve all this is the games we play at the
grounds of RSS Shakha.”
This vision is translated into action through the
activities of millions of swayamsevaks in the country
at present through their love, dedication,
commitment and devotion towards the society.
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati publication, Sewa Sadhna,
brings to us the information of such activities. This
year the theme is “Shakha aur Sewa Karya” or “Sewa
and Enterprising Shakha”.
The shakhas run lakhs of service activities in the
entire country through the swayamsevaks. In this
issue, information regarding some selected projects
of most of the provinces has been gathered. It is well
nigh impossible to provide information on all the
projects owing to the limitation of this issue.
The swayamsevaks are running lakhs of sewa
activities. Besides, there are good number of
individuals and organisations that are engaged in
uplift and emancipation of the neglected, poor and
exploited lot of the society. But still there is a need to
reach out to those who are still out of the benefits of
development if we want to make our country
prosperous and strong.
We hope the material complied in this issue
would go a long way in inspiring thousands of
swayamsevaks and members of the society to
undertake such service activities for the betterment
of the nation.
Suhas Hiremath
Editor
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MESSAGE

Message of Param Pujya Sarsanghachalak
Shri Mohan Bhagwat for ‘Sewa Sadhna’

IMBIBE THE SERVICE

ATTITUDE TO MAKE
SEWA OUR NATURE

This issue of Sewa Sadhna gives a thorough idea of varied innovative activities being
conducted by the enterprising shakhas all over the country as well as inspire and
encourage the karyakartas by instilling in them virtues like social sensitivity, humility
and selfless service attitude, all encompassing love and compassion, devotion etc.
On the basis of these virtues the swayamsevaks will be able to understand the most
difficult sewa dharma and imbibe it in their behaviour. This will help them organise
the society and patriotic citizens to achieve the goal of making the nation glorious.

S

wami Vivekananda had time and again repeatedly
stressed his four-fold remedy of strength,
character, service and organisation to arise and
awaken the masses and the nation. In his 150th
birth anniversary year this remedy for national awakening
kindles our minds and hearts. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), which has been relentlessly working towards
the goal of param vaibhav i.e. highest glory of the nation,
has defined these four virtues as man-making mission. In this
each individual is inspired to devote his body, mind and
intellect at the altar of the motherland.
Therefore, in evaluation of each shakha, we stress on
three important parameters, viz, the quality and quantity
of karyakartas trained by that shakha; intimate relationship
with the families residing within the shakha locality; and
service activities being carried out within the shakha area to
promote social harmony, healthcare, education,
development and disaster management. The service
activities of a shakha are aimed at removing shortage of all
kinds from the society besides inculcating virtues amongst
the swayamsevaks such as humility, courage, consistency,
8

devotion on the one hand and arousing pride and selfesteem amongst those being served.
In view of this, sincere efforts are being undertaken to
make service the nature of the shakha, where mainly young
students and earning swayamsevaks attend regularly. It is
imperative to evaluate these efforts from time to time. From
this point of view this issue of Sewa Sadhna devoted to
‘Enterprising Shakhas’ will prove an important milestone.
This issue will give a thorough idea of varied innovative
activities being conducted by such enterprising shakhas all
over the country and inspire and encourage the karyakartas
by instilling in them virtues like social sensitivity, humility
and selfless service attitude, all encompassing love and
compassion, devotion etc. On the basis of these virtues our
swayamsevaks will be able to understand the most difficult
sewa dharma and imbibe it in their behaviour. This will help
them to organise the society and patriotic citizens to achieve
the goal of making the nation glorious.
Congratulations to all those associated with bringing out
the issue and hearty compliments for the wider reach and
circulation of this special number of Sewa Sadhna.
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TRIBUTE

‘Mohad Shilpi’ Surendra Singh Chauhan

An ideal for shakha-based

RURAL DEVELOPMENT & SEWA
The swayamsevak who presented an ideal for shakhabased village development and sewa in his own village
Mohad under Narsinghpur district of Madhya Pradesh,
Surendra Singh Chauhan, passed away on February 1 this
year. He was 79.
Minutes after the news of passing away of Bhaiyaji,
as Surendra Singh Chauhan was affectionately called, RSS
Sarsanghachalak Shri Mohan Bhagwat, Sarkaryavah Shri
Bhaiyaji Joshi, veteran Pracharak Shri Madhubhai Kulkarni,
Nagpur Karyalaya Pramukh Shri Ramnarayan and many
other senior Sangh adhikaris phoned Shri Sangram Singh,
the eldest son of Surendra Singhji, and expressed their
condolences. Many senior Sangh and BJP leaders of
Madhya Pradesh joined the funeral and paid their tribute.
The ashes were immersed in the Ganga at Benaras on
February 6 in the presence of many eminent Sangh and
BJP leaders of Kashi Prant.
Born on August 7, 1933 at Mohad village, Surendra
Singh Chauhan was post graduate in English literature
from Benaras Hindu University. He held many
responsibilities in the Sangh right from the district to Prant
and then Akhil Bharatiya Sah Sewa Pramukh. Presently, he
was a member of the RSS National Executive. His
contribution in initiating the shakha-based rural
development work of the Sangh is highly acclaimed.
Before taking up the RSS village development work, he
developed his own village
Mohad as an ideal village
and then spoke others
to emulate. His village
development
model
was
followed
by
thousands of people all
over the country.
I had the
opportunity
on

September 1, 2008 to see this wonderful work in Mohad.
It was a marvelous experience. The village today has 98
per cent literacy rate with majority of villagers speaking
fluent Sanskrit. There are over 56 types of small and
cottage industries in the village of 450 families with a
population of about, 4,000 population. Every inch of the
agriculture land is irrigated. Majority of the farmers have
firmly said no to chemical fertilizers and pesticides and
have adopted organic farming. No family uses woods for
preparing meals; almost every house has a bio-gas plant.
Awareness about protecting the environment is so deep
that it has become a tradition to tie rakhi to trees on
Rakshabandhan Day. Every house has a Tulsi plant and
flower garden in the premises. Every building has a sign of
Om/Swastik and other ethical messages on the walls.
Every house has a toilet. The village is free from theft,
violence and all kinds of addictions including paan, biri,
cigarette, gutkha, liquor, etc. No dispute of the village is
pending in any court or police station. Almost every family
has a swayamsevak.
After creating this unique work in his village, Surendra
Singh Chauhan first encouraged the people of his
surrounding villages and then spread the work in different
parts of the country. He was basically influenced by the
village development work of Nanaji Deshmukh, but the
model he created in his village was a little different to the
work being done in Gonda and Chitrakoot. His work was
based on the principle —Gaon ki pratibha gaon mein,
gaon ka paisa gaon mein and gaon ka paani gaon mein
(talent, water and money of the village should remain in
the village only). It was his charming personality that even
the highly qualified people having degrees of Ph.D, LL.B,
engineering, etc took up the farming work and those who
got retired also settled in the village. At the time when
villagers are migrating to cities in search of employment
and modern facilities, Surendra Singh Chauhan set an
example as to how to develop villages and how the
facilities available in the urban areas can be made
available in villages.
—Pramod Saini
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ANNUAL REPORT

Rashtriya Sewa Bharati

As an umbrela organisation the Rashtriya Sewa Bharati imparts training in
administration, office management, development of karyakartas, finance and
accounts management etc. to the affiliated organisations. Today, 411 sewa
organisations are associated wtih it across the country.

ONE DECADE OF SELFLESS SERVICE
R

Annual Report 2012-13

ashtriya Sewa Bharati is going
to complete one decade of
selfless service this year. The
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati Trust
was formed in New Delhi in the year
2003. It was registered on December 8
the same year with registration No.
22540/4/22.12/2003.
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati imparts
training in administration, office
management,
development
of
karyakartas, finance and accounts
management to all the affiliated
organisations. Publicity of the activities,
being carried out by these voluntary
organisations, is also done through
various kinds of literature.
Prior to the organisation of Sewa
Sangams, majority of the voluntary
organisations, which participated in the
Sewa Sangams organised at Prant level,
had not visualised that there are so
many service organisations in the
country and they are doing yeomen
services to the society in their
respective regions. The activists who
attended the training camps at Prant
level said they have learnt as to how to
run the organisation effectively and
how to adhere to the statutory
requirements.
This is exactly what the Rashtriya
Sewa Bharati has been doing to bring
thousands of voluntary organisations,
12

RSS Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi inaugurating the
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati website in New Delhi

working selflessly to uplift the
downtrodden in different parts of the
country, under one umbrella, by
affiliating them and support them
technically and morally.
Sewa
Sadhna
has
been
highlighting the success stories of
various
voluntary
organisations
working throughout the country. This
year we are going to focus on Social
Transformation
through
Sangh
Shakhas. Also an issue of Sewa Kunj
was brought out highlighting success
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stories of the 39 affiliated
organisations.
Administration of the Rashtriya
Sewa Bharati is managed by a
managing committee, which includes
14 trustees. The work at state level is
managed by nominated Pratinidhi
Sansthas and the interfaces are held
with them once a year.
Workshops
are
held
in
coordination with the organisations
like Sahakar Bharati, Saksham, etc to
get expertise in their fields and

ANNUAL REPORT

The Website of Rashtriya
Sewa Bharati was
launched by RSS
Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji
Joshi in New Delhi on
October 18, 2012. The
website provides links to
39 affiliated organisations
and is updated regularly.
Didi Maa Sadhvi Ritambhara and others at the Sammelan in Vrindavan

imparting
the
expertise to affiliated organisations.
Accordingly, the task complied for
2012-13 is as under:
(i) Sewa Sangams at Prant level
were held. Prominent among them
were at Kodungallur (Kerala), Shimoga
(Karnataka Uttar & Dakshin), Ranchi
(Jharkhand), Nagpur (Vidarbha) and
Guwahati (Assam). In all the Sewa
Sangams, representatives from more
than 400 organisations participated.
(ii) Interfaces were held with Prant
Pratinidhi Sansthas in 23 Prants out of
41, through which we could know the

ground reality of the respective
Prants.
(iii) Conference of Matrichhaya and Balkalyan Sansthas
were held in Vrindavan and
Hyderabad,
which
were
represented by 86 Sansthas.
Founder of Vatsalya Gram Didi Maa
Sadhvi Ritambhara inaugurated the
Vrindavan
Conference
on
December 1, 2012. A total of 125
delegates
representing
30
institutions from different parts of
the country attended the
conference.
Addressing
the
delegates she called upon the
delegates to know their energy and use
it in constructive activities to make
Bharat a front ranking nation in the
world. She said there is no lack of
resources in the country for
constructive activities. What is needed
is the right approach and broader
vision. Akhil Bharatiya Sah Sewa
Pramukh Shri Ajit Mahapatra was also
present. Sah Sarkaryavah Dr Krishna
Gopal addressed the workers at the
concluding session.
(iv) The conference of Self-Help

Groups was held in Ranchi. A total of 52
organisations from 22 states were
represented. The delegates included 81
women and 77 men. They represented
16 states. The conference was
inaugurated by former Akhil Bharatiya
Sewa Pramukh of RSS Shri Premchand
Goel and vice president of Rashtriya
Sewa Bharati Dr Narendra Desai.
Speaking on the occasion Dr Desai said
the prime objective of the conference
was to increase interface among the
SHGs of different regions so that the
people of one region could draw
benefit from the experience of the
other regions. He said the SHGs have
proved to be an effective medium of
social transformation in different
regions. It made thousands of families
self-reliant. He said the SHGs have
made lakhs of families self-reliant
without any government help.
Deputy General Manager of
NABARD Shri Vijay Chaudhary apprised
the participants of the schemes being
run by the agency. RSB organising
secretary Shri Sundarlakshman, RSB
joint secretary Shri Gurusharan Prasad
and noted woman entrepreneur of
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Meeting in Pune

Meeting in Delhi

National Executive meeting in Pune

At Prant level, the Sewa
Sangams were held at
Kodungallur (Kerala), Shimoga
(Karnataka Uttar & Dakshin),
Ranchi (Jharkhand), Nagpur
(Vidarbha) and Guwahati
(Assam). In all the Sewa
Sangams, representatives from
more than 400 organisations
participated.
14

Maharashtra Smt Chandrika Chauhan also spoke on the occasion. Akhil
Bharatiya Sewa Pramukh of RSS Shri Suhasrao Hiremath said though
every creature runs after happiness and pleasures, the real happiness
and pleasure is in serving others and not in materialistic resources.
Delegates from Gujarat introduced a new scheme named as ‘Kalptaru’
and claimed that it would boost the entire SHGs sector.
(v) The Website of Rashtriya Sewa Bharati was launched by
Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi on October 18, 2012. It provides links of
39 affiliated organisations. It is updated regularly. Speaking on the
occasion Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi said: “Launching a website has no more been
a difficult task. The real challenge is to update it with interesting and
useful material. The workers engaged in the sewa activities have plenty
of useful and inspiring information about sewa work, but that
information should be uploaded on the website in an interesting
manner so that the maximum number of people can be encouraged to
join the sewa activities.
Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi further said the significance of internet has
increased manifold and it is a medium of disseminating information
which should be used on larger scale. “Four kinds of people are today
associated with the sewa activities. First, the people for whom we start
the sewa work. Second those individual or organisations who start the
sewa work. Third are the workers, who practically work on the ground
and fourth is the section of the well wishers and donors, who extend
help to the sewa work. But today some of those who are doing social
work are looked at with suspicion. This perception should change, as
the section of the society, which is backbone of the sewa activities
should not get wrong feeling about it. Website is a medium to have a live
contact with the sewa activities and the society,” Bhaiyaji said. He said
the Rashtriya Sewa Bharati has so far adopted different means to reach
the people, but the website is a medium, which would fast bridge the
gap between those who are serving and those who are being served.
The website, www.rashtriyasewa.org, has been developed by a
Delhi based Sewa Bharati worker, Satish Sharma. Rashtriya Sewa Bharati
national president Shri Surya Prakash Tonk, chairman of Shri Badri
Bhagat Jhandewala Temple Society Shri Navin Kapur and Managing
Director of Sadhna news channel Shri Rakesh Gupta were also present
on the occasion.
In the beginning, introducing the website Shri Shyam Parande,
Trustee, said website is an important medium to introduce the
organisational work to the people world over. He said the website would
provide information about all the 411 sewa organisations presently
affiliated to the Rashtriya Sewa Bharati. Apart from the text information,
the website would also have photos and videos. He said special
attention would be paid to the content development for the website.
A two-day Sewa Sangam was organised in Guwahati from February
23 to 24, 2013. Over 50 organisations participated in the Sangam. The
event was inaugurated by Swami Sadhnananda of Bharat Sewashram
Sangh. He exhorted the workers to render selfless service to the needy
and neglected sections of the society. We must work in tandem with
each other so that better service could be provided to those who need
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to be brought up at par with rest of the
society, he said. Shri Gurusharan
Prasad dwelt on the role of Sewa
Bharati and the concept of sewa. A
book titled ‘Arogya Mitra Curriculum,
written by Dr Dilip Sarkar under
‘Arogya Mitra Scheme’ was also
released by Swami Sadhnananda. Dr
Sarkar inaugurated the exhibition of
seva activities undertaken by the
participating agencies in various fields
of social life in Assam.
Discussions were held on various
aspects of sewa with the participating delegates of different
sewa organisations presenting and sharing their experiences
with each other. The valedictory function of the event was
held on February 24.
Shri Pramod Prakash Shrivastava, IPS (retd) and
presently representative of the Government of India on the
North East Council was the special guest on the occasion.
Shri Abani Das, Dean of Guwahati College of Architecture
and Shri Pankaj Bora, Secretary of NGO Association of Assam
were also present. Akhil Bharatiya Sewa Pramukh Shri
Suhasrao Hiremath emphasised on real meaning of sewa
and the objectives, to be achieved through the sewa
activities. He stressed the need for providing service to the
needy without favour or fear and in a selfless manner.
(vi) For Adhyayan this year, “The impact of the Sanskars
given in hostels meant for students from North-East” has

Sewa Sangam in Guwahati

A team of Rashtriya Sewa Bharati
leaders visited Kokrajhar district of
Assam and assessed the loss of lives and
damage to properties during the riots.
The team also visited the relief camps
set up for the homeless.

been taken up. We have got the list of students of various
hostels and the modalities are being worked out for study
on March 22, 2013.
(vii) Presently, a total of 411 organisations are affiliated
with the Rashtriya Sewa Bharati.
(viii) The basic training on proposal writing were
conducted in Dakshin Kshetra, Dakshin Madhya Kshetra and
Paschim Kshetra. Basic training for two days is to be
held in Delhi, Kurukshetra, Dehradun, Meerut, Dakshai
(Himachal Pradesh) for the respective Prants starting
from March 16 and 17, 2013.
(ix) A two-day workshop of Mahila Karyakartas was
held in Bhopal on 9, 10 June 2012 in which 48
Pratinidhis from all over India participated. Bhopal
Mayor Smt. Krishna Gaur inaugurated the workshop.
Shri Suhasrao Hiremath guided the workshop.
(x) A team of Rashtriya Sewa Bharati leaders visited
Kokrajhar district of Assam and assessed the loss and
damage to the properties of people suffered in the
riots and also visited relief camps set up for the
homeless. An appeal was sent to all the affiliated
organisations to help the needy in cash or kind.
Today, more than 1,32,000 sewa projects are being
run by the likeminded organisations, inspired by the
Sangh ideology. Such being the case, it is an earnest
request to all the people to join the service activities
through any of these organisations.
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Enterprising Shakhas

A natural process of
MULTIFARIOUS CHANGE

Not any special ac.vity, but the part of rou.ne work

T

SURESHRAO JOSHI
Sarkaryavah, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh

he daily shakha is the visible
work
of
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
For us, it is the centre to
come together daily, naturally. We
always tell our swayamsevaks that
they are coming to shakha not to get
anything but to give something. We
inspire them with this principle. But
this is the philosophical approach. In
practice we find that swayamsevak
comes to shakha because of attraction
of programmes or influence of the

Cleaning Drive
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individual contacts. That is why in the
initial stages he develops interest in
programmes and by participating in
them he gets influenced by the atmosphere. This influence attracts him
beyond the programmes in developing
mutual relations, oneness, and satisfaction thus reducing his attraction
towards the programmes. This is our
generalised experience.
As the swayamsevak progresses
he realises that his life is for the entire
Hindu society and not for handful of
close contacts. He understands the
importance of organised strength of
the society and puts a step forward in
that direction. By understanding the
importance of organisation he keeps
himself attached to the shakha. Later,
he remains attached to the Sangh by
further realising our global thought
and thinking (our mission is to make
this society and country representing
this global thought and thinking as
world leader) which he feels as his life
mission.
Naturally, the swayamsevaks
attending daily shakhas get their personality developed by imbibing various virtues and samskars. Today,
when Sangh talks of samskars and
virtues, they are not just confined to
the purity of personal life of an individual. Our effort is to provide a direc-

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
tion to the life of a swayamsevak,
his behaviour towards the society
should be full of oneness and compassion, and his life should evolve
as a total personality. We plan our
programmes in this direction also.
We have been saying from the
very beginning that the shakha is
not just a centre to play games but
it is the centre of all round transformation of an individual’s personality. In fact, the shakha is other name
for the group of such transformed
swayamsevaks. When such a group
develops through the programmes
of shakha, it no longer remains confined to itself. The expanse of its
thinking and contemplation covers
from shakha to nearby areas and
their development to the entire
country, the motherland, and our
commitment to them. Slowly the
shakha itself gets develops in the
form of such a group.
During our programmes we
have been talking of taking the society together. That is why the
swayamsevaks are always busy in
bringing new persons in the shakha
and introducing them to the working of the RSS. Such enlightened,

If necessary, an
arrangement should be
made to train the
activists. They should
be encouraged more
and be provided with
some instruments if
required, so that the
shakha can perform its
important role in
creation of a healthy,
prosperous,
homogeneous society
free from all problems.

Daily Shakha : The centre of all-round transformation

awakened, active and cultured
groups of swayamsevaks always
understand the problems confronting the society and try to
resolve them through the shakha—
be it in a village, town, or shanties.
The shakha becomes the centre of
its activities.
When we talk of the groups of
swayamsevaks working towards
resolving the problems, we just do
not sermanise them on increasing
importance of the organisation. On
the other hand, we concentrate on
how to bring about the required
change and transformation in the
Basti, village and town and think on
those lines. When swayamsevaks
develop such understanding they
try to understand the problems and
requirements of the people living in
shanties, villages and towns in order
to usher in the new transformation.
RSS deliberates on the topics concerning entire society and not only
the Sangh. Therefore, we try to generate a kind of self-confidence and
right viewpoint in the society, wherever we take such thoughts. That is
why the swayamsevaks start multidimensional transformation activities in their shanties, villages and

Transformation in the
society through any law,
penal code or by force is
well high difficult, nay
impossible. This is
possible only when people
pierce through the
darkness of their hearts
with the strong feeling of
oneness and make efforts
to transmit that oneness
in them. Government has
its role. It can provide
facilities but cannot
change the thinking of
the people. Therefore, we
have to change the
thinking of the people
and for that this is the
best way.
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We must undertake
programmes to keep our
surrounding green by
planting seedlings, reduce
the use of plastic and
stop misuse of natural
resources. There is a
necessity to awaken the
society on these issues.

Goupujan in Kerala
towns.
Social transformation is possible
only through social awakening. To
remove the atmosphere that widens
the gaps in social groups or pierce the
unity of the society social transformation is must. Our expectation therefore, from our shakhas is that they
should engage themselves in such
awakening of the society.
This year Sewa Sadhna is presenting material on such enterprising
shakhas. I am aware that there are
number of swayamsevaks who are
working relentlessly to ward off various evils and problems that are creating hurdles in the progress and development of our society. We also know

that our swayamsevaks are capable of
achieving success in their mission on
their own, but this is natural that we
swayamsevaks put our strength, wisdom and vigour together and use all
resources at our disposal to achieve
our goals. Therefore, at many places
swayamsevaks studied various problems and launched programmes using
the collective strength of our shakhas
to ward of those problems and uplift
the society.
For example, if there is a temple
or social centre located in the shakha
premises, it becomes our duty to keep
that neat and clean and pure in accordance with the traditions of Hindu
society. All such centres should

become agents of change in that area.
Whosoever comes for a visit there
should carry with him the feelings of
purity and auspiciousness. Our
swayamsevaks are busy at many
places in keeping such places neat,
clean and pure.
The country is facing a number of
pollution problems. The government
and large enterprises make schemes
to get rid of these pollutions. But we
can keep our own surrounding free of
pollution. We must undertake programmes to keep our surrounding
green by planting seedlings, reduce
the use of plastic and stop misuse of
natural resources. There is a necessity
to awaken the society on these issues.
There are number of shakhas that are
working for keeping their surrounding
pollution-free and environmentfriendly.
In our shakhas there is group of
young swayamsevaks. They are students and ready to receive many kinds
of virtues. Unfortunately, because of

There are many instances, which reflect the reality that many anti-social elements are
active in the nearby shanties. We need to bring awareness about such activities
detrimental to social health. There is also a need to terrify such anti-social elements.
For this, a strong group of good, virtuous people be created in each locality that
remain alert to the activities of the anti-social elements and stop them in time. The
shakhas are working in this direction too. I feel this is the prime objective of an
enterprising shakha and this is our basic concept of shakha.
18
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the family atmosphere or other constraints, they remain deprived of such
process. Swayamsevaks have thought
over about them and started Sanskar
Kendras at various places. Besides,
health awareness, ‘jhola pustakalaya’
(mobile library), are some of the activities aimed at developing a cultured,
virtuous and conscious life of these
young boys. The shakhas are also
awakening the society towards better
treatment and behaviour towards
women.
Understanding the problems of
the womenfolk, efforts are going on to
redress them. Women can run the
family effectively. They have the
remarkable capacity to guide the family members. The shakhas are trying to
awaken this matrishakti towards their
responsibility to keep their surroundings neat and clean and beautiful.
Social inequality is a major problem. This can be eradicated only by
awakening the feeling of harmony or
samarasata to bridge the gap in the
sections of the society, to resume the
mutual exchanges and participation in
the programmes. The shakhas have
undertaken a number of programmes
to usher in an era of social harmony at
various places.
I feel that to bring transformation
in the society on the basis of any law,
penal codes, or by force is well high
difficult, nay impossible. This is possible only when people pierce through
the darkness of their hearts with the

strong feeling of oneness and make
efforts to transmit that oneness in
them. Government has its role. It can
provide facilities but cannot change
the thinking of the people. Therefore,
we have to change the thinking of the
people and for that this is the best
way.
There are many instances that
reflect to the reality that many antisocial elements are active in the nearby shanties. We need to bring awareness about such activities detrimental
to social health. There is also a need to
terrify these anti-social elements. For
this, a strong group of good, virtuous

people be created in each locality that
remain alert to the activities of such
anti-social elements and stop them in
time. The shakhas are working in this
direction too. I feel this is the only
objective of an enterprising shakha.
and this is our concept of shakha.
If necessary an arrangement
should be made to train the activists if
that is necessary. They should be
encouraged more and more and be
provided some instruments if
required, so that the shakha can perform its important role in creation of a
healthy, prosperous, homogeneous
society which will be free of all prob-

Cleaning drive in a Medical College Campus, Kerala

Social inequality is a major problem. This can be
eradicated only by awakening the feeling of
harmony or samarasata to bridge the gap in the
sections of the society, to resume the mutual
exchanges and participation in the programmes. The
shakhas have undertaken a number of programmes
to usher in an era of social harmony at various
places.

lems. Sewa Sadhna is publishing information about such programmes and
activities. This information not only
introduces such activities but carries
the Sangh in its proper perspective to
those who are interested in knowing
it. We must understand one thing
straight and clear: Enterprising shakha
is not a special programme of RSS, it is
the natural process.
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Social transformation by swayamsevaks has
exclusively been a people’s movement, initiated and
taken forward by the people, not only without any
government favours but also often facing
unscrupulous assaults. It is an amazing story that
how the common people have been motivated and
their energies roused and channelised by men
charged with a high spirit of idealism, character and
dedication, the hallmarks of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.

RSS swayamsevaks

Instruments of SOCIAL
TRANSFORMATION
and national regeneration

K. Suryanarayana Rao
Second Akhil Bharatiya
Sewa Pramukh

O

ur Motherland
Bharat is an
ancient country
with a glorious
past known for its highest
achievements in spiritual
and intellectual spheres as
well as material prosperity.
Every person belonging to
the Hindu society was
imbibed with the noblest
human values of life,
20

popularly
known
as
‘dharma’ which stood for:
mutual respect, feeling of
equality,
contentment,
control of senses, not
coveting anything belonging
to the other, causing no
harm to anyone else, living
together in peace with
coordination
and
cooperation, every one tying
to progress towards godhead. This society needed
no central power of
authority of a state or
government. This has been
succinctly described in
Mahabharata:
“Na Rajyam Na Cha
Rajaseet, Na dando nacha
dandikah, Dharmenaiva
prjah sarve rakshantisma
parasparam.”
Meaning that every
member of the society was

protecting each other by
practicing dharma (conscious of his duties and
responsibilities towards the
society) and there was
neither a kingdom nor a
King, no punishment nor a
punisher.
It was the responsibility
of the educated and elite to
lead such a life, in thoughts,
words and deeds upholding
dharma, setting an example
before all to emulate. But
when some such persons
neglecting these values
became selfish, greedy and
started exploiting the
others, the entire society
suffered and degeneration
was set in. However, there
were several efforts in all
parts of the country by a few
patriots, saints and sages to
set right the shortcomings.
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But the success was partial.
The six decades of
political freedom too have
not been able to put an end
to the growing internal
weaknesses and day-by-day
the national cultural values
of dharma are declining.
Corruption has become
rampant. Regeneration of
the society can be brought
about only when every
person transforms himself
to be a responsible unit of
the society, particularly it is
the responsibility of the
educated and the elite to
lead such a life abiding to
the principle of dharma and
set an example to others.
Unfortunately,
the
experience of some of the
great
patriots
was
disappointing. As early as
the
earliest
invasions

SEWA VISION

Dr K.B. Hedgewar

Shri Guruji

Acharya Chanakya made a very
sorrowful but significant observation
and a statement that the indifference
and inactivity about the national
problems by large number of good
people is causing great harm to our
country than the intense activities of
the few evil minded and enemies of the
country. In the last century, Swami
Vivekananda, the great patriot saint,
had said that it pains him extremely to
see the life of inaction being led by the
educated. This was the challenge: how
to make such people practical and
active
to
bring
about
the
transformation. Wherever Swamiji
went he made a fervent appeal and
expressed his anguish very powerfully
to rise up and awaken the society.
Swami Vivekananda’s mission of man
making was taken up by Dr Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar, who founded the
RSS giving a practical shape to all the
ideas of Swamiji and evolved a practical
method of working to train young men

Balasaheb Deoras

Rajju Bhaiya

with character and discipline ever
ready to sacrifice in the interest of the
Motherland upholding its noble ideals
of dharma and Sanskriti.
The living model which provided
necessary vision, inspiration and
guidance to the youngmen to mould
themselves was the life of Dr Hedgewar

Regeneration of the
society can be brought
about only when every
person transforms
himself to be a
responsible unit of the
society. Particularly it is
the responsibility of the
educated and the elite to
lead such a life abiding to
the principles of dharma
and set an example for
others.

KS Sudarshan

himself. He worked day and night
maintaining personal, affectionate and
loving regular contacts with every
person, endearing himself to everyone
he came across. He concentrated on
the young generation. He innovated a
method of meeting every day for one
hour where good samskars are
imparted to the body, mind and
intellect. This was named ‘shakha’ and
the
participants
were
called
swayamsevaks. Very soon he was able
to collect a group of young men, who
became his co-workers to spread the
shakhas in Nagpur and other places.
The organisation was named Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The
methods and technique adopted by
the Sangh for transforming its vision
into reality have been tested and found
to be effective. Swayamsevaks
moulded
as
instruments
of
transformation have by and large
proved successful in whatever field
they have entered and working
undauntedly for all-round national
regeneration.
The shakha technique of working
has brought about a two pronged
effect. A good number of good
gentleman in the society have begun to
shed their indolence and indifference
and have started giving their time and
energy for many social activities
applying their minds to eradicate the
social evils and internal weaknesses
also setting an example before others
in leading a socially active life selflessly,
upholding the dharmic values of life.
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The RSS trains its
workers, not to discriminate anybody in the society
in the name of caste,
creed or class, touchability or untouchability.
Observing and experiencing the selfless
devoted way of working by the
swayamsevaks, the general public is
also cooperating with them in many
social service activities and involving
themselves.
To illustrate here is a glimpse of
more than one and a half lakh service
projects that have come up at
thousands of places of the country. It is
a well established fact that whenever
and wherever any calamity, natural or
man-made strikes, swayamsevaks are
the first to reach to carry on relief and
rehabilitation of the affected victims.
When devastating famine struck Bihar,
the famous Sarvodaya leader
Jaiprakash Narayan inaugurated a
famine relief centre started by
swayamsevaks at Nawda, near Gaya on
February 8, 1967 and remarked,
“None, not even the Prime Minister of
the country, can equal the selfless
services of the RSS.
When Pakistan war ended in 1965,
Genreal Kulwant Singh exclaimed,
“Punjab is the sword-arm of India and
RSS is the sword-arm of Punjab”.
After China war in 1962, the then
Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru, a
known detractor of Sangh, invited the
swayamsevaks to participate in their
uniform and band, in the Republic Day
Parade in January 1963, recognising
the services rendered by Sangh
swayamsevaks at the time of war with
China.
When Andhra Coast was hit by
ferocious cyclone in 1977, observing
swayamsevaks working a Congress
Minister remarked, “RSS people are
22

Swayamsevaks in Bengaluru Railway Station displaying solidarity with the
north-east people when they were threatened by jehadis in August 2012

doing magnificent work”. A senior
Sarvodaya leader declared that 'Ready
for Selfless Service” should be the apt
name of RSS.
After a dam burst disaster in
Gujarat, the then editor of Illustrated
Weekly M.V. Kamath wrote, “When it
comes to serving their fellow
countrymen, they seem willing and
ready to roll up their sleeves and get to
work and also ask for nothing in return
not even a picture in the weekly”.
Swayamsevaks carry on many
regular service activities all over the
year under the names of several all
India organisations inspired by the
Sangh, like Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Sewa Bharati,
Bharat Vikas Parishad, Vidya Bharati,
Deendayal Research Institute, Arogya
Bharati, etc. also a sister organisation
for women Rashtra Sevika Samiti.
There are a few organisations at the
provincial level like Jankalyan Samiti in
Maharashtra, Hindu Seva Pratisthana
and Rashtrotthan Parishat in
Karnataka, where Sangh swayamsevaks are involved.
The RSS trains its workers, not to
discriminate anybody in the society in
the name of caste, creed or class,
touchability or untouchability. As early
as 1934, Mahatma Gandhi and Dr BR
Ambedkar in 1939 visited Sangh camps
and were pleasantly surprised to find
the total integration and equality.
Ghandhiji in 1947 spoke that during his
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visit to RSS camp he was completely
satisfied with the total absence of
untouchability.
In 1969, Shri Guruji persuaded all
the heads of various orthodox
sampradayas to give a declaration and
a call to Hindu society that there should
be no discrimination of high or low
touchable or untouchable in the
society and all the Hindus should
conduct themselves as equals in all
mutual interactions. In day-to-day life
and in all the activities that
swayamsevaks conduct, the poor and
the illiterate of all sections of society
are treated with respect, dignity and
affection and swayamsevaks try to
instill in them self-confidence, selfrespect and make them self-reliant
abandoning the inherent inferiority
complex.
In backward areas of cities, towns
and villages regular service activities
are conducted in educational, medical
and health, social and religious as well
as economic developmental fields.
Educational activities include, tuition
centres, regular Balawadis to High
Schools, residential schools, free
hostels, Yoga Shikshana Kendras, Bala
Gokulams and Samskar Kendras are
being run. A special effort is being
made to take education to the
remotest
villages,
where
the
Government or any agency has not
reached, through single teacher
schools called Ekal Vidyalayas. Till now

SEWA VISION
more than 30,000 villages have been
covered including forest and hill
regions.
Medical and health services are
rendered through regular hospitals,
dispensaries, medical camps, mobile
dispensaries, etc. In many villages
health workers are trained as Arogya
Rakshaks and Arogya Mitras who
attend to the primary needs and firstaid in their village. Self-help groups,
vocational training centres, handicrafts
training centres are organised at many
places.
Apart from these, some villages
are selected and efforts are made for
their all-round total development. To
illustrate there is the example of a
village named Mohad in Madhya
Pradesh with a population about four
thousand. By the efforts of
swayamsevaks of the local shakha, the
literacy rate has reached 98 per cent
and majority of them speak and
converse in Sanskrit also. Fifty types of
small cottage industries are running.
Majority of the farmers are organic
farmers. Chemical fertilizers and
pesticides are being avoided. Almost
every house has a biogas-plant and
thus it has become a smokeless village.
No tree is cut in and around the village.
Every house has a toilet. Roads are kept
clean. All kinds of addictions of tobacco
and liquor have been rooted out. Nonviolence pervades and no dispute is
taken to a court or police. All are
happily living like members of one
family.
Another village called Anjukandrai,
down South in Kanyakumari district of
Tamil Nadu, also is being developed by
swayamsevaks of the village. They
started with renovating a dilapidated
temple and started Bhajan and Matri
Mandalis. They discussed the problems
of the village. Small savings and SHG’s
were started. Even small boys and girls
saved from their pocket money, which
totaled up to two thousand each in a

year. This was a great relief for the
poor parents helping them in the year
beginning of the schools when they
could pay for the uniforms, fees and
books. Observing the mutual cooperation of the people in the village,
government officers and bank
managers have come forward to give
all help through several governmental
schemes of development. Drinking
water facility has been provided. The
entire village is happily progressing all
working in co-operation.
On the same above pattern,
efforts are going on in several villages
all over the country. The basic principle
being the villager, their talent, water,
money of the village should remain in
the village itself to become a selfsufficient, self-reliant village unit. This
should stop the immigration towards
cities.
Delhi has the biggest colony of
leprosy affected brethren. The services
rendered by Sewa Bharati, Delhi unit,
impressed a social welfare officer of
Delhi state. She, a Muslim lady, made
arrangements to honour Sewa Bharat,
with a special award, exclaiming that
‘she had not come across such a
magnificent work among lepers.’
Even the words like ‘tribal’ which
separate people from the mainstream
are avoided. Those who live in forests
are called ‘Vanvasis’ and those in hills
are called ‘Girivasis’. Just as the
‘Nagaravasi’ and ‘Gramavasi’ terms are
used.
When the late Morarji Desai was
Prime Minister, he visited Jashpur
Nagar (then in Madhya Pradesh), the
headquarters of Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram. He was very much impressed
with several developmental activities
of the Kalyan Ashram and exclaimed,
“You have left the Christian
missionaries far behind”. Regular
sports and athletic activities are
conducted among the Vanvasis
bringing out their hidden talents and

The swayamsevaks have
been working silently and
sincerely building up a
chain of service
organisations under
various names.

they are taking part in Olympics and
national sports events. A good number
of educated young people, who lived in
the Kalyan Ashram hostels and
graduated, have not sought any
government job instead they are
working as full timers along with Sangh
swayamsevaks, in the service projects
of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram.
The RSS swayamsevaks have been
working silently and sincerely and
building up a chain of service
organisations under various names
mentioned previously and also a few
individually. The instances given above
are only indicative and illustrative and
not at all exhaustive as much more can
be cited, but these are sufficient to
bring out the relevant point.
“RSS a Vision in Action” is a
compilation running in to more than
four hundred pages, has tried to
explain to some extent the variety and
types of these activities in various fields
of national importance. This is being
updated, as the work is expanding
every year.
All these efforts taken together
point out to a remarkable feature in
the annals of social transformation. It
has been exclusively a people’s
movement, initiated and taken forward
by the people, not only without any
government favours but often facing
unscrupulous assaults. It is an amazing
story that how the common people
have been motivated and their
energies roused and channelised by
men charged with a high spirit of
idealism, character and dedication, the
hallmarks
of
the
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.
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Shakha is a POWERHOUSE
Sundarlakshman
National Organising
Secretary, Rashtriya
Sewa Bharati

V

At the time when many of the village girls were not getting
married due to the bad practice of unbearable dowry even at the
age of 28 to 30 years, a swayamsevak, Rajlinga Raja, married a
girl without dowry. This single incident changed the mindset of
all villagers. Now every boy or girl of the village is get married at
the proper age. There is no question of asking or giving dowry.
Not only this, Rajlinga Raja also sheltered some Harijan children
at his home and made all arrangements for their education.
Some of them have now completed graduation, while some are
drawing on handsome salaries from reputed institutions.

eteran Pracharak Dadarao
Parmarth, who started the
Sangh work in Tamil Nadu
during the 1940s used to
say, “The Sangh work begins after the
Sangh vikira.” He described the shakha
a generator or powerhouse which produces selfless individuals dedicated to
the cause of social transformation.
Dada was right. The Sangh shakha
is a factory which produces persons
with high character and integrity. For it
some unique techniques are adopted
to mould a person from mud to gold,
illiterate to literate, ordinary to patriot
and a social activist in real sense.
In Tamil Nadu, the first Sangh
shakha began in border village
Maruthancode. Before beginning of
the shakha, the main profession of the
local people was to illegally transport
rice to Kerala on head. But after the
beginning of the shakha, this illegal act
stopped and majority of them joined
rice cultivation in their fields. Under
the guidance of Kasturba Kendra, they
24

also learnt making candle, handicraft,
soaps, spindling, bee keeping, etc.
Some swayamsevaks also started regular coaching classes in the evening.
Sanskar Kendra, weekly shramseva in
Lord Shiva temple and Krishna temple
were also started. Impressed with the
outcome, the nearby villages too followed it. Finally, all the Hindus united
and a Hindu candidate was elected on
the post of Panchayat president for
three terms. Later, some self-help
groups also began. When some
women joined the groups, it proved to
be a means of fighting against illicit
liquor produced in the village.
Caste differences vanished in
Thozhicode village under Vilavancode
Taluk of Kanyakumari district after a
shakha began there. Apart from it,
long pending dispute over temple land
title came to an end following unity
among the two major local castes. The
shakha also transformed individual life
of the swayamsevaks. Those who were
habitual of drinking liquor abandoned
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the bad habit and started working in
the fields regularly.
Following regular exercises and
observing good habits that the
swayamsevaks gained from daily
shakha in Brahmapuram, about 20
youth of the village joined army, 5 in
fire services, 10 in police, etc. Before
joining the armed forces, majority of
them produced illicit liquors in nearby
hills.
During the Emergency of 1975, six
persons from the village were detained
under MISA. Thirteen others were kept
in jail under Defence of India Rule and
20 others joined the satyagraha
against the dictatorship of Smt Indira
Gandhi. Mothers happily sent their
sons to satyagraha offering them new
clothes and putting tilak on their foreheads.
In 1980, Shri Yadavarao Joshi,
then Kshetra Pracharak, visited the village. About 350 people participated in
the function and took oath to eradicate untouchability. They tried to fol-

EXPERIENCE

Through the shakhas, a
silent social transformation
is taking place throughout
the country. Since majority
of the Indian population
reside in villages, there is a
dire need to work for
education, social harmony,
security, health and selfreliance there.
low that oath throughout their life.
Near this village, there is one
famous Lord Karthikeya temple. During
festivals, thousands of devotees gather
there every year. From the village, all
youth were doing voluntary services in
the temple for making queues, distributing Prasad and arranging for
annadana during the festival period.
At Ezhuchattupathu Shakha, near
Kanyakumari, the shakha developed
service mentality among the youth.
From that Shakha, one youth went to
Arunachal Pradesh for serving the people through Vivekananda Kendra.
In Kanchipuram, again through
shakha, night adult literacy classes
were started. The illiterate weavers
from the locality learnt reading, writing and counting. They also became
good businessmen. Later, some of
them held bigger responsibilities like
Vibhag and District Karyavah in the
Sangh.
In Virudhunagar district, a village
shakha started. Youth came to the
shakha and the work of village development began. Once incidents of theft
increased in the nearby villages. Even
idols were stolen from the village temple. In that situation, the swayamse-

Then Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa with the swayamsevaks

vaks from Avudaiyapuram village safeguarded the village and caught three
dacoits red handed. Those decoits
were basically in the most wanted list
of the local police for over 13 years.
The swamsevaks were felicitated by
the then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
Ms J. Jayalalithaa.
After a shakha began in Pudupatti
village
near
Srivilliputthur
in
Virudhunagar district, one swayamsevak, Rajalinga Raja, became a role
model for organic farmers in the whole
block. Also at the time when so many
girls remained unmarried even up to
the age of 28 and 30 due to high
amount of dowry, he married a girl
without any dowry. It changed the
mindset of the whole village.
Thereafter, all girls of the villages were
got married in proper age. He kept
some Harijan boys in his house,
arranged for their education up to
graduation and also got employment
in good offices.
Whenever there is a call for protecting dharma or there is any natural
calamity, most of the swayamsevaks
immediately come forward. Following
a call from the shakha, swayamsevaks
turned to offer their life to build Swami

Vivekananda Rock Memorial in
Kanyakumari. Their family members
and villagers still feel proud of it.
In Pavoorchatram village under
Tirunelveli district, the local youth
formed a group and started chit fund
activity. A fund was set up with the
profit they earned for a small nursery
and bought a land to develop it as a
school. They built one school building
and now it has 160 students studying
up to 7th standard.
All these incidents are just a tip of
an iceberg. The life mission of the people who came into contact of the
shakha changed from selfishness to
patriotic. Through the shakhas, a silent
social transformation is taking place
throughout the country. Since majority
of the Indian population reside in villages, there is a dire need to work for
education, social harmony, security,
health and self-reliance. These are the
five areas, which need immediate
attention of the policymakers and the
countrymen. Though our goal is to
restore the pristine glory of the nation,
we will continue to persue our work till
the rising of the last man in villages is
finished.
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After presenting a good example of
social harmony, now the
swayamsevaks have resolved to turn
Kunjipalayam into one of the ideal
villages of the country within coming
25 years. After 25 years, the nation will
be celebrating 175th birth anniversary
of the great saint Swami Vivekananda.
To achieve this objective the work has
been started with Five Year Plans.

TAMIL NADU

Untouchability no more a problem in Kunjipalayam village of Coimbatore district

K

All Hindus are equal

unjipalayam is a
village situated
near Pollachi town
of
Coimbatore
district in Tamil Nadu. The
Sangh shakha is regularly
conducted here for the past
13 years. It began in February
1999. As a result of the efforts of
swayamsevaks
there
is
no
untouchabiltiy in the village at all. The
notable change which can be
witnessed among the youth is
respecting parents and woman,
celebrating all festivals and observing
the rituals, without non-vegetarian
food, worshipping in temples daily,
etc. All these activities have earned
high respect for the swayamsevaks.
After beginning of the shakha,
there is no religious conversion in the
village. One Muslim family and one
Christian family have been brought
back to Hindu fold. None of the
person is in old age or orphanage
homes. One person has started
following natural farming in his two
acre land. It encouraged other farmers
26

also to start similar farming.
After the shakha, another notable
change is that none of the
swayamsevak is addicted to any bad
habit like alcohol, etc. Now they are
planning to start a goushala by
purchasing Indian breed cows. The
shakha has developed a large number
of dedicated workers who are now
engaged in various social activities.
Over a dozen villagers have subscribed
Vijaybharatam, a Tamil weekly
magazine. The swayamsevaks have
also resolved to turn Kunjipalayam
into a modal village in coming 25
years. After 25 years it will mark the
175 birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda. The work has already
begun following a Five Year Plan
agenda.
There is a Sangh Karyalaya in the
village, which has been named as
Rama Vilasam. Apart from the soil of
Kasi theertha, the soil from the place
of great martyrs, patriots also the
Mohite ka Bada in Nagpur has been
stored for worship. One library after
Doctor Keshav Baliram Hedgewar has
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also been started with over 3000
books and 182 CDs. Majority of the
swayamsevaks take benefit of them.
Similarly, a Culture Centre has
been started in the name of Shri
Guruji. It functions between 4.30 pm
and 6.00 pm on all Sundays. Classes
with a strength of 20 are conducted.
Swami
Vivekananda
Blood
Donation Centre has also been started.
At least one or two blood donations
are done every week. Notice Boards
have been installed at 10 places, and
10 workers write two news items
every week without fail. Streets have
been named after Doctor ji, Guruji and
Swami Vivekananda.
‘Samskrit Sambhashan’ classes are
also conducted by Samskrita Bharati
regularly with a minimum strength of
ten. Twelve families regularly perform
Agnihotra. Bharateshwari natural
product shop is run in the village with
cow based product, books, Ganga
water and organic products. Following
the Sangh shakha many changes and
improvements can be seen among the
villagers.
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Nettancode Shakha of Kanyakumari district

A PLEDGE FOR ALL
ROUND DEVELOPMENT
The shakha has so much influence in the
village that the villagers nominated
Panchayat chief unanimously. The
swayamsevaks built a new road between
Nettancodu and Karnakudu. In order to
improve the financial condition of the
villagers they formed Ayappa Sewa Sangam,
Ayappa Milk Product and Supply Sangham
and also a cooperative bank. For financially
empowering the women, they established a
brush making unit in the village itself.

S

angh Shakha at Nettancode in Kanyakumari
district was started in 1981. Before beginning of
the shakha, there was huge influence of Christian
missionaries here and the local people were living
under acute terror of the missionaries. Conversion was
going on openly. After beginning of the shakha, the most
fascinating development is that majority of the village
elders and youth now attend the shakha activities.
In 1982, Thiruvilaku puja was started by women in the
village. Bhajan activity was started on full moon day by
youth. Religious classes for children and Geeta classes for
youth and old were started on every Sunday. Religious
conventions are organised at village temple. Many senior
saints
including
Kanchi
Shankaracharya
and
Thiruvaduthurai Adeenam have attended the village
temple festivals. Apart from the temple pond, many other
ponds of the village were also cleaned and renovated by
the swayamsevaks.
The shakha has so much influence in the village that
the villagers nominated Panchayat chief unanimously.
They also built a new road between Nettancodu and
Karankadu. In order to improve the economic condition
of the villagers, they formed Ayappa Sewa Sangam,
Ayappa Milk Products Supply Sangam and also a
cooperative bank. All these works were done through the

village committee.
A small scale brush manufacturing unit was
established to eradicate unemployment among women.
A separate building, Shiva Shakti Mandap, was built for
smooth functioning of all these activities. Small saving
schemes and Recurring Deposit accounts were also
started in the local bank to inculcate saving habits among
the people. Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) and
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) units were started among
the employees. A unit of Hindu Munnani was also started.
Now Vinayak Chaturthi and many other festivals are
celebrated on large scale by the villagers. The work of
Sewa Bharati has begun among both men and women.
Health camps, eye camps and orthopedic camps are
organised for all people. Cattle exhibitions are organised
by Ayappa Milk Society and prizes are granted to the best
farmers. Loans were recommended for the farmers
through Indian Overseas Bank Kuruthancode branch.
The village temple was renovated by the people.
Every year in the month of Thai, the villagers organise
temple festival for three to four days. Geeta Parayanam,
religious conferences, quiz programme and sports
activities are also organised. Winners are felicitated. For
school going children, free tuition classes are started since
1985. Many youth attending the shakha joined defence
forces. In Tamil month Vaigachi, the swayamsevaks
celebrate Kavadi Kattu to Thiruchanthur every year. Many
village temple songs and Villupattu were re-written and
printed in the form of hand books. They were then
distributed among the people.
Another great achievement of the village has been
the establishment of an Ashram for Sadhvis. It was named
as Saratheswari. Sadhvis staying here spend their life for
upliftment of women.
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Sukkam Palayam Shakha

SMOKE-FREE
KITCHEN IN EVERY
HOUSE

With the inspiration of swayamsevaks, the villagers have started thinking high. Since
handloom is the major profession in the village, the villagers set a record by weaving
9000 meter cloth in a day. The swayamsevaks have also been successful in educating
the people that whatever they do should be done with perfection.

T

he Sangh shakha at
Sukkam Palayam
village in Tripur
district of the state
began in 1993. It lies under
Palladam Kanda region.
Majority
of
the
swayamsevaks (70 per cent)
attending the shakha are
school
going.
After
education, they select
different kinds of jobs
according to their needs,
qualification and also family
status. Some also prefer
higher education. There is
high interest among the
people about education.
Four swayamsevaks are
working as professional
media
photographers,
Professor or Auditor. Some
swayamsevaks also run free
coaching centre for needy
students.
Health
Most of the families have
agriculture
background.
Since they work hard in the
fields and takes rich diet
28

every day, their health
remains in perfect shape.
They are very close to the
Nature. Even 70 per cent of
the villagers use Neem sticks
for teeth-wash. Every house
has a Tulsi plant. By large
there is no major health
problem.
Culture
In all the families, holy lamp
is lighted in the evening.
Every person use Khadi
clothes and also follow
traditional dress code.
Majority of the festivals
organised in temple are
managed by swayamsevaks.
There is joint family system
and even after marriage
there is no division in the
family property. The village
is mostly smoke-free, as in
majority of the houses
smokeless stoves are used
for preparing food. The
consumption of liquor has
drastically reduced. No
youth below the age of 20
years consume liquor at all.

Economic
The economic condition of
the villagers is sound. The
number of people living
below poverty line is very
low. School students are
granted rich diet in the mid
day meal. There is no system
of dowry in the marriage.
There is good public
transport for the village. The
normal income of gents in
the village is Rs 7000.
Women also earn Rs 4000
per month.
Security
There is no untouchability
among the villagers. People
of all communities freely
attend all religious and social
functions. In the last 10
years, no criminal case has
been registered in any police
station. There is not even
any kind of theft case.
Agriculture
Now-a-days 80 per cent of
the families take agriculture
as part time work. They rent
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out their bullockcarts or
tractors to other villagers.
The milk of indigenous
breed of cow (Kankeyam
breed) is used for feeding
the children. About 65 per
cent of the villagers also do
horticulture.
Self- Employment
Self-employment is very
popular in the village. It is in
the form of handloom. Once
the villagers set a record by
weaving 9000 metre cloth in
a single day.
About 90 per cent of
the villagers work in
handlooms. Five per cent
are in jobs, while equally
work as labourers.
Environment
For environment protection
the swayamsevaks planted
over 500 saplings of 25
varieties and also nurtured
them. After plantning the
saplings there is strong
mechanism to nurture them
for several years.
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T

he shakha in Rawan
Samuthram village was
started in 1988. For the last
24 years, it is running
smoothly without any hurdle. Some
sewa activities like tree plantation,
organisation of festivals in temples, etc
are going on with the support of the
local people. There are 126
swayamsevaks in the shakha.
Most of the swayamsevaks have
good educational background. About
33 per cent of them have completed
high school, while 30 per cent have
done higher secondary. Thirty two are
degree holders. All are doing good
business or jobs. About 62 per cent of

them live in joint families.
For the past 24 years the shakha is
running without fail. After the start of
the shakha a mob of Christians from
nearby church entered the village and
began to propagate Christianity. The
swayamsevaks and the villagers chased
them out of the village. Whenever they
came they were forced to return. Even
then a family was converted to
Christianity. But it was brought back
after some time.
In order to protect the
environment, all swayamsevaks plant
saplings every year and also propertly
nurture them. The swayamsevaks
successfully relived the importance of

Rawan Samuthram Shakha

A CAMPAIGN FOR CLEANLINESS

For environment protection the swayamsevaks are
planting saplings for many years. For this objective a
full sapling plantation festival is organised once a year.
Forest officer of the district presides over the function.
Hundreds of saplings were planted around the village,
which have now grown into big trees. There is
complete ban on using public places for nature’s call.
That is why toilets have been built in all the houses.
Not only the state government, but also the President
of India has felicitated this village for cleanliness.

trees in human life.
The annual tree plantation festival
is part of that campaign. District forest
officer presides over the festival and
nearby Ashram Swami Akhilanandaji
blesses as well as encourages the
swayamsevaks for this noble work.
Nearby 1000 trees have been planted
around the village. Toilet in open is
completely prohibited in the village.
Every house has now constructed a
toilet. This helped the village getting
award from the state government. Not
only this, the President of India also
felicitated the village for cleanliness.
Spiritual activities are conducted
throughout the year in the village.
People of 13 communities live in the
village and all join the festivals
strengthening social harmony. There is
no discrimination based on caste or
creed. Even on first Tamil month Deep
Puja is organised in all temples. For the
last years, 108 Deep Puja is done every
year. Children are also educated
through spiritual literature. Bhajans are
sung in Margali Tamil month. All
community people participate in the
bhajans. Prizes are distributed to the
people who participate in bhajan
festival and also in Thaipusam.
Most of the Hindus are daily
wagers. They do building construction
work. Women mostly do tobacco work.
A particular community, namely
Yadavas, works as milk vendors and
have large number of cows. Two per
cent people are in government jobs.
Eight per cent are in agriculture work.
The swayamsevaks have decided to
convert all the daily wagers into small
businessmen. They are collecting rupee
one from every house to collect a big
amount for this purpose. This amount
will be used to grant a loan to the new
entrepreneurs. Through all such
activities the village is growing day-byday.
(Suresh Kumar)
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A unique example of social harmony by Panroti Shakha of Cuddalore

WHEN GOD DOESNÊT
DISCRIMINATE, WHY
THE HUMAN BEINGS?

Thousands of villagers perform abhisheka of Lord Shiva for the first time in life
In order to arrest caste based divisions and also to
strengthen social harmony, a Hindu spiritual
organisation was formed in 2008. Under the banner of
this organisation, a campaign was conducted in the
entire region that all Hindus can perform the abhisheka
of Lord Shiva. The impact of the campaign was that
thousands of dalits for the first time in their life
performed the abhisheka in the temple. Now this
activity is organised every year. Last year, 2400 people
performed the abhisheka of Lord Shiva.

D

hanvantri shakha of Panroti
in Cuddalore district was
started in the year 1995
consisting of important
businessmen, cashew nut exporters,
leaders of various caste organisations,
etc. Within a short period, all the
swayamsevaks decided to start sewa
activity once a month.
Initially, they started visiting
nearby temples and cleaned the
premises. The general public also
joined them in this work. This led to a
Maha Sewa work of cleaning an ancient
Shiva temple in a nearby village known
as Semmedu, in which around 400
30

people drawn from various spiritual
and caste organisations participated.
The
overwhelming
response
culminated in renovation of the temple
and performing of kumbhabhishekam.
The name of the Sangh spread and
many started associating with Sangh.
In those days, many incidents of
caste clashes occurred in Cuddalore
district due to some political as well as
anti-social organisations. In order to
restore social harmony amidst that
vitiated atmosphere, the elders of the
shakha personally visited some caste
leaders and tied Rakhi on their wrists
on the occasion of Raksha Bandhan.
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Due to this, a good rapport was
established with 18 caste organisations
in
Cuddalore
district.
The
swayamsevaks utilised this contact
during Shri Guruji’s birth centenary
celebration in 2006 and organised
meetings of all the 18 caste
organisations.
In order to put an end to caste
clashes and also to build social
harmony, a Hindu Spiritual Front was
floated in the year 2008. Throughout
the district, wide publicity was
conducted by the members of the
Front for mobilising people of various
castes for Shivaratri festival. They
declared that all the people can
perform abhishekam of Lord Shiva in
Thiruveedhigai. Thousands of people
attended the function and performed
the abhishekam enthusiastically. This
has now become an annual feature for
the last four years. Last year, 2400
people participated in the abhishekam.
The shakha also started six tuition
centres in backward localities by
floating an organisation known as Faith.
Along with the tuition centre, a
Samskar Kendra was also started. As a
result of all these activities, the shakha
generated harmony among various
castes.
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Karnoor Shakha of Krishnagiri district

UNTOUCHABILITY IS
UNACCEPTABLE IN
ANY FORM
Before beginning of the shakha, there
was a strange practice in the village. In
almost every house, there were two
types of cups. The better quality cups
were used for the upper caste people,
while the low quality cups were used
for lower caste people. The
swayamsevaks started a campaign
against this bad practice and
persuaded the people to change it,
using only one type of cups for all.

D

uring the birth centenary celebration of Dr
Hedgewar in 1989, a Prathmic Varga was
conducted. Four swayamsevaks from Karnoor
village of Krishnagiri district participated in the
Varga. After the Varga, a shakha was started in this area. In
those days many shakhas were being conducted in the
villages of the district. In 1992, Sri Ram Jyoti functions were
held on a grand scale which resulted in the starting of many
good changes in the villages. The most notable practice,
which began was that the entire village started joining village
festivals. People cutting across community line came
together.
In 12 temples which sanctify the village, shramadan
took place and temples were well maintained. On every

Saturday in the Anjaneya temple, puja was done, bhajans
and kirtans were also sung. All these happened with full
devotion and dedication.
In 1999, through the shakha swayamsevaks, a library
was started. This too is running very nicely. Since 2001,
people who were initially against the Sangh, started
appreciating the happenings, as they saw remarkable
change in the villages. Many started joining the Sangh
functions and also the shakha activities. A school building
was constructed at the cost of Rs 2 lakh in the village and it
was dedicated to the village by the then Prant Sewa
Pramukh Sri Sundar Lakshman.
Further many more good things happened. Few are
listed below:
A scheme was started to educate people on bad effects
of alcohol. The scheme was named ‘Poorna
Madhuvillakkuthittam’ (complete prohibition initiative). Due
to it, the liquor shops were removed and awareness was
generated among the people.
Among the women, “Thiru Villakku Pooja” was started
with full devotion and the feeling of class and creed
disappeared. Usually there used to be “two glass practice” in
the village. That is when tea is served, good quality one were
used for serving the rich and high caste people, while poor
quality glass were used for poor and downtrodden. This
discriminatory practice promoting untouchability was
completely eradicated from the village.
With this, the shakha became a pivot of change.
Following it the shakha work began in 10 more surrounding
villages.


Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

31

TAMIL NADU

Entry of Harijans in
Vaishnav shrine

SANGH
SHAKHA DOES
THE MIRACLE

The Harijans had moved over the entire
village. They knew every inch of land.
Only that they had not stepped into the
temple. When they all came in, there
was happiness and they went around the
temple seeing every deity with wonder
and asking questions what is it?, what is
that? Leaving the inferiority complex that
they inherited for centuries they were
then feeling equal to rest of the Hindu
society.
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A

news item appeared in some of the newspapers
of Tamil Nadu in October 2006 that in Kosappadi,
a village near Villupuram, Harijans were not
permitted to enter a Sembiamman Temple and
because of this class war broke out in that area. This pained
all the elites and the cultured, as we Hindus treat and
respect everything as divine. We worship cows, pray trees
and have given the most respected status to earth. We call
her mother earth. While we consider everything as divine,
why some amongst us has to be so cruelly treated. This is
against our own belief that there is nothing but God, which
pervades the universe.
In this background, look at what happened in a place
called K. Veloor, once a RSS Shaka started there. In this
hamlet lot of Harijans lived. In the midst of this, there was
“Adhi Kesava Perumal Koil”. As was the practice in
Kosapadi, here too Harijans were denied entry into the
temple.
But, today the situation is totally different. Harijans
can enter the temple and take part in all the temple
functions without any fear or discrimination. What made
this magic is the hard work put in by the Sangh
swayamsevaks.
Last week Sri V Sundaram (Retd IAS) along with Sri
Sambamurthy, joint secretary north Tamil Nadu, made a
trip to evaluate the success in two villages, where the
practice of untouchability has been completely eradicated.
One village called Jyotihalli (has actually won an award for
not practicing untouchability) and another one K. Veloor.
The K. Vellor story unfolds like this.
There was one Ranganathan, a school teacher, living in
the village, who has helped many to get educated and
come up in life. He became the Bhattacharyar of the
temple after retirement. Since he has helped many to
prosper there was much respect and regards for him across
the hamlet cutting across castes, families and elites.
When Ranganathan, took over as Bhattacharyar, the
temple was in a dilapidated condition. He aspired to
renovate the temple and to do Kumbabhishekam. Even
though his health was not permitting, he worked day and
night to get things done. Once the renovation was getting
to the stage of completion, all the elders in the village
gathered to discuss the way the Kumbabhishekam has to
be conducted etc. When Bhattacharyar expressed his
opinion, it pleasantly surprised all those assembled there.
He placed a request that all the people living in the village
will celebrate this with the Harijans too joining in.
If anybody else had uttered this, then there could have
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been a huge clash that night. Since it
was told by the most respected man in
the village, all persons present in the
meeting gladly accepted it.
Then Bhattacharyar himself went
and told this to the Harijans living in the
village. They were all delighted with the
developments and their joy knew no
bounds due to the newly won freedom
and rights. Harijans participated with
great devotion. They got up early, took
bath applied Udhi on their forehead
and were ready for the celebrations.
They took upavas and none took any
non-vegetarian food that day. The
village became a model village for the
entire Hindu community.
Mukundan, Bhattacharyar’s son
while recollecting the events told that
the Harijans have moved over the
entire village. They know every inch of
land. Only that they have not stepped
into the temple. When they all came in,
there was happiness and they went
around the temple seeing every deity
with wonder and asking questions
what is it?, what is that? Those scenes
are still in my eyes, not going out of my
mind, Mukundan said.
What made the change in the
heart of Ranganthan? Sri Ramanujar is
also a reason. He wanted to do some
good things radically to Hindu society
like Sri Ramanujar. But the person who
brought this thought in his mind was
Devanathan,
his
son-in-law.
Devanathan works in Ranipet and he is
Vellore district secretary of RSS. He
keeps touring the entire district
communicating that we all have to live
in harmony and peace. He also advices
the people if we want cooperation and
social harmony then in that place we
need to conduct an RSS shakha. People
have to meet for an hour daily, do
some exercise, yoga and also discuss
about what is good for all etc.
Once this same discussion took

The politicians and
religious conversion
gangs are actually
spoiling the society. The
social harmony and peace
will prevail only if these
negative mentality people
are shunned.

place with his father-in-law. His father
in law helped to start a shakha in the
village. Not only that he also made
people from all castes and sections
participate in the shakha activities. This
became the first seed. Next he had
made plans for the Harijans to enter
the temple, the Kumbabhishekam

became the opportune moment. As
that was for which he was destined (to
achieve), he breathed his last, soon
after.
After the visit to the temple, the
guests had lunch at Bhattacharyar
house. Many Harijans too had dinner in
the house without any hesitation. This
house was an embodiment of
harmony.
In towns we do not see any type of
discrimination. While in the village this
is like poison in the mind of many.
Many politicians for the sake of votes
and power exploit the social divide.
They talk high ideals in the public but
don’t follow any of those at home.
Ranganathan first brought the change
he wanted at home. Like this
Ranganthan, there are plenty in the
society. But the politicians don’t want
them to succeed. The politicians and
the religious conversion gangs are
actually spoiling the society. The social
harmony and peace will prevail only if
these negative influence people are
shunned by us.
(The article appeared in October 20,
2006 issue of Tamil Weekly
Vijaybharatam)

Cleaning of the village pond
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A

valurpet is a village in
Villupuram district of Tamil
Nadu with nearly 10000
population. It has a hill
temple of Lord Muruga. Every year, a
13-day long festival, known as Panguni
Utthiram, is celebrated during the
month of Panguni (March-April). Nearly
50000 people gather from nearby
villages to worship Lord Muruga.
That day, all the people bath in the
holy temple pond. Rest of the days, the
pond is used for regular washing and
bathing by local people. By means of
these activities, the pond got highly
polluted for several decades. In this
situation, the swayamsevaks decided
to clean and renovate the pond
through shramdan.
In June 1998, a meeting was

organised with some senior people of
the village. They unanimously decided
to clean the pond. Particularly,
Saturday was decided as it is the
weekly holiday for all shopkeepers in
the village. Before starting the cleanup
drive, the pond was dried up by motor
pump for three days.
On that particular Saturday, nearly
400 to 500 people participated in the
karseva at 9.30 am. The work
continued till 5 pm. Swayamsevaks
also arranged lunch for all the
karsevaks. After end of one day work,
the pond was not cleaned up
completely. So all of them decided to
work on another Saturday too.
Accordingly, next Saturday, nearly 350
people gathered for the work. But
again it was not completed. That day

some local Muslims also performed
the karseva.
Here after the cleanup work was
very difficult manually, because 20 feet
deep mud was present in middle of the
pond. So all of them decided to take
the help of machines and labourers.
For that Rs 1400 per day were
required. The swayamsevaks with the
help of local MLA G Panchatsaram of
DMK started collecting sponsors for
the work. Nearby 15 businessmen
decided to sponsor. With the help of
that amount the work was done for
another 14 days. Then the work was
fully completed.
All the villagers felt happy and
satisfied. This was a guiding experience
for renovation of another pond at
Thiruvannamalai.


TEMPLE POND RENOVATED
During the annual function, around 50,000 devotees bath in the holy temple pond
of Avalurpet. But due to lack of cleanliness it was full of 20 ft mud. As a result the
entire pond was dirty and unfit for one to have bath. With the efforts of local
swayamsevaks the pond was renovated and cleaned up. Not only the devotees but
also the villagers felt happy and satisfied over it. This guiding experience also helped
in renovation of a pond in Thiruvannamalai.

34

Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

TAMIL NADU

Periyanaickenpalayam village, Coimbatore

T

he holy Sri Balamalai Ranganather temple, also
popularly known as ‘the then Tirupati’ (South
Tirupati) is located in Balamalai, about 4 km from
Kovanur in Western Ghats of Coimbatore. It is a
very ancient temple. Around the temple, there are three
villages—Plerumpathi, Perukkupathi and Kunjurpathi. In
these villages there are about 200 families of Irular Vanvasi
community.
In Kujurpathi, one residential-school equipped with the
facilities of food and shelter was started by state
Government for the benefit of Vanvasi children. About 4 km
North of South Tirupati temple are three villages—
Manguzhi, Pasumani and Pasumani-pudur. The
swayamsevaks of Periyanaicken-palayam came to know
about conversion activities by some Christian missionaries
in these villages. The swayamsevaks discussed the
seriousness of the issue and formed a committee to curb
conversion.
The swayamsevaks found that the school started by
Canara Bank under Village Adoption Scheme had stopped
functioning for one year. As a result, the Vanvasi children of
around 100 families were deprived of elementary education.
The swayamsevaks noted with concern the anguish of the
Vanvasi families. They decided to start a school with a
teacher from the same Vanvasi community.
To augment the resources for the school, the residents
of Periyanaickenpalayam area and also the workers of LMW
Company (numbering about 50) came forward to
contribute every month some amount depending on their
capacity regularly. Accordingly, on February 15, 1989, with
the blessings of His Holiness Swami Desikatmananda of Sri
Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, a school, Kesavar
Vidyalaya, was started in Balamalai Manguzhi village. Sri
Nanjan from the same village took charge as a teacher of
the school.
When the children started joining the school, the
swayamsevaks found that the small school was insufficient
to cater to the needs of more than 50 children. So, they
decided to construct a school building. One Shri Selvam, an
agriculturist, came forward to give one acre agricultural
land for the school building. This offer was readily accepted

HELPING
VANVASIS JOIN
MAINSTREAM
and with due permission of the Forest Department, a school,
with two class rooms, was constructed with financial support
from the general public. The swayamsevaks provided free
labour for the building.
This school was opened in June 1991 with the blessings
of His Holiness Swami Atmaganananda. Further Sri Selvam,
who donated the land for the school, was taken as a teacher
in the school. Till now six persons have worked as teacher,
and they are now employed in good positions in government
and private institutions including Food Corporation of India,
Corporation Bank and LIC.
Further, the students who passed from the school
include two graduates, six twelfth, four higher secondary
and more than 20 upto 8th standard. They all have
registered their names in Employment Exchange for
employment and are waiting for their turn. In the meantime
they are working in private companies.
In the year 1993, in Manguzhi village, a Vignesh
Mandhir was constructed with the physical help from the
villagers and financial help from general public. In the
temple, daily puja and also special pujas on festivals are
regularly conducted on grand scale. Conversion has
completely stopped.
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FREE MEAL
TO PATIENTS IN
HOSPITAL

T

KERALA

here are more than one hundred
Sangh shakhas in Kerala which are
regularly engaged in permanent sewa
activities. More than 1000 shakhas
provide blood to the needy people. The
activities are diverse in nature and have been
started keeping in view the needs of the
people. The shakhas have formed Gram
Sewa Samitis with the help of senior
swayamsevaks as well as like-minded
people.
It is relevant to mention here about a
shakha being run at Chalakudy in Trichur
district. The shakha, named as
Pisharikkal shakha, decided to provide
food daily to patients at Chalakudy
Government Hospital. An average 150
patients are provided meals every day.
The decision was taken about four years
back. The swayamsevaks formed a
Samiti and started the work
immediately. The Samiti has a
membership of 50 people, who have
engaged themselves in this noble cause.
Till date more than 2 lakh people have
been provided help through this project.
Hundreds of people joined the movement by
way of liberal help and physical efforts. The
Samiti has undertaken various other service
projects also.
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Kurudapadavu shakha of Kasargod

HELPING STUDENTS IN

EXAM PREPARATIONS

I

t is the story of a small village, Kurudapadavu, in Paivalike
Panchayat under Kasargod district of Kerala. Around 40
years ago, a social worker Sri Ganapati Bhatt from
Kaniyala started a shakha here. It was owing to the
patriotic training imparted in the shakha that many people from the
village participated in the protest organised against the infamous
Emergency of 1975. Many people went to jail against the
Government dictatorship and autocracy. Those who provided space
for conducting meetings were also blacklisted. They too had to face
many hardships.
People started coming together and Sri Ram Bhajan Mandir was
started. There were weekly congregations. A few years later,
Geleyara Balaga was started to develop arts and sports activities. In
2004, the swayamsevaks took the lead when people protested
against the anti-Hindu activities of the Kerala government. When
there was a threat to the existence of Sri Ayyappa Bhajan Mandir,
the swayamsevaks participated in non-stop day and night Bhajans
for 23 days even in the extreme weather, and faced the police force.
As a result, the people took a decision to vote for the candidate who
promised to take up the Hindu cause. A harmony was brought about
by conducting Sri Satyanarayna puja en masse.
There are three self-help groups—two for men and one for
women. They look after the welfare needs of the society. An RSS
associated organisation, Jamuna Jana Seva Samithi, supports these
groups. The self-help groups created job opportunities for the locals.
Bhajan, Balagokula, satsang, Yaksha game are conducted as sociocultural activities. A mobile library also increased the reading habits
among children. By and large, the swayamsevaks are acting as a
backbone in transformation of the village.
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The social transformation through these activities is
clearly visible now. The neglected and socially
downtrodden people are able to raise their head high.
They are joining hands with the swayamsevaks. The
religious procession in the village now starts from their
locality only. It strengthened the social harmony.
Community Projects

It has become quite normal that students face a lot of stress during examinations.
The system makes even the parents tense and stressed. Exam preparation camps
for students and counselling centres for parents are conducted. Summer camps,
personality development programmes, blood donation camps with other social
organisations,
distributing
nursery plants are also
organised
successfully.
Distribution of prasad on the
occasion of Sri Mahaganapathi
Rath yatra and fair, readiness to
bring down social disorders and
social services are taken up by
the organisation.

Help to the Needy

It is a shame that there are still
so many economically deprived
people in our society who can’t
afford health care, wedding or
even the cremation. Help is
extended to them. Many
philanthropists have joined
hands with the swayamsevaks in
this endeavour.
The social transformation
through these activities is clearly
visible now. The neglected and
socially downtrodden people
are able to raise their heads
high. They are joining hands
with the swayamsevaks. The
procession in the village now
starts from their locality only. It
strengthened
the
social
harmony.
(Padmanabham
Gopalkrishnan)

OBSERVING
GANDHI
JAYANTI IN A
MEANINGFUL
MANNER
A group of swayamsevaks at
Guruvayoor went on a
meaningful celebration of
Gandhi Jayanti on october 2,
2012. It was a road cleaning
campaign in which the dirt was
cleaned almost for 2 km road
from Padinjare Nada to
Melppathur Hospital. The
swayamsevaks have been doing
such work in all nooks and
corners of the country.
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Katipalla, Dakshin Kannada district

TRAINING TO
CONSTRUCTION
WORKERS

T

KARNATAKA

he Sangh shakha was started
here under the guidance of
Sri Koosappa Shettigar and
Sri Dttatreya about 35 years
ago. The Abhimanyu shakha of
the town has been playing a
lead role. There were many
socio-educational deficiencies
in this underdeveloped region.
The caste discrimination was
another big problem. The
swayamsevaks took a lead in
village activities to bring total
transformation.
In the beginning the senior
swayamsevaks decided to set
up an organisation through
which they could take up various kinds
of social service activities. Hence, the
Abhyudaya Bharath Seva Trust was
formed. Apart from it, the
representatives from all villages in the
region assembled to form a Hindu
Dharmik Seva Samiti. It was
inaugurated by Pejawar Swami Sri
Vishveshwara Teertha on Ugadi Day. In
first year, Sri Krishnalila (breaking the
pot) was organised on next day of Sri
Krishna Janmasthami. People of all age
groups like kids, youngster, youth,
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ladies, elders were brought together in
a great view of doing social service.

Child Education

It is very important and essential to
train the kids from the tender age only
to develop a healthy and socially aware
society. The Abhyudaya Bharath Trust
invited sevavrathis from Hindu Seva
Pratishthana and started nursery and
Balagokula centres for children. Keshav
Shishu Mandir was started with only
four children in a rented room.

An Office

To conduct meetings on time to time,
an office space was arranged in front of
Ganapathi Temple. The meeting was
officially inaugurated on January 14,
2004. It became the centre of many
activities.

Yoga Classes

The Yoga classes were conducted by
trained yoga teachers to keep the
physical and mental health fit.
Balagokulas based on Shishu Mandir
pattern also started the yoga centres.

Rural Sports and Procession

From second year as part of Sri
Krishnaleela the procession
commenced from Sri Koddabbu
Temple. Now the progarmme is
celebrated with grandeur and
enthusiasm. The rural game
Kabaddi has its own beauty and
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Besides achieving good
results through various
activities, the
swayamsevaks imparted
training to construction
workers to make them
aware of the facilities
available for them from
government agencies,
insurance, health care,
safety, etc. Their
problems are heard with
compassion and they are
guided suitably.
value. The game was introduced
among the youth. The procession of
5th year started from Sri Mahakali
Temple passing though Sri Koddabbu
entrance and reaching Sri Kshetra
Ganeshpur. Games like cross country
race, tug of war and other fun games
were introduced since three years.

Training to Construction Workers

The swayamsevaks imparted training
to construction workers to make them
aware of the facilities available for
them from the government, insurance,
health care, safety, etc. Their problems
are heard with compassion and they
are guided suitably.


Kumtha locality in Karwar district

BHAJANS TRIGGER CHANGE

About 15 years back, majority of the people in the city did not like visiting this
locality of sweepers. The people of the locality too did not like mingling with the
people of other localities. But now the entire scene has changed. The efforts of
swayamsevaks have not only generated an interest for education among the
children, but also made it cleaner than ever before. People have abandoned the
bad habits of gambling and consuming liquor. Some of the educated youth have
become high class officers. This change has brought the locality closer to this entire
city. The entire change can be attributed to a Bhajan Mandali.

T

here is a beautiful city known
as Kumtha in Karwar district of
North Karnataka. It is a district
headquarters. Like in other
cities, there is a locality of municipal
employees in heart of the city. About
15 years back, majority of the high class
people of the city did not like visiting
this Basti. That is why the people of the
locality too avoided mingling with
people of the rest of the city. Only the
interaction which was required to carry
out the work was there. Therefore, the
entire locality was neglected.
The biggest side effect of it was
witnessed over small children, who
were deprived of education. Their
parents too were not aware of it. The
locality of the people who keep the
entire city clean was the dirtiest one
with garbage seen everywhere.
Majority of the employees were addict.
By and large the entire locality was
disorganised.
The swayamsevaks wanted a
permanent change in the locality.
Therefore, the nearby shakhas were
directed to establish regular contact
with the Basti. Following the directions,
the swayamsevaks of Shanti Khamba
Prabhat shakha started focusing on the
Basti. They formed a Bhajan Mandali

after
local
goddesses
Shri
Nagchaudeshwari. They started bhajan
programme on every Friday at the
temple.
There was a religious tradition in
the Basti. All people of the locality
worshiped Shri Nagchaudeshwari Devi
on Magh Shukla Shashthi. A Mela was
also organised on that day. It was an
entertaining event organised inside the
Basti on a small scale. The Bhajan
Mandali was also formed on the day of
Magh Shukla Shashthi.
One day the Bhajan Mandali
decided that the Mela should be open
for the people of the entire city. They
printed some pamphlets and
distributed in the entire city. The
Hindus of the city were called upon to
join Shri Satyanarayan Pujan to be
organised on large scale. The money
required for the event was also
collected by the swayamsevaks. In the
beginning, the people of the locality
avoided receiving prasad. But gradually
their thinking changed and they started
joining enthusiastically. Now everyone
joins the event with full devotion and
dedication and without any hesitation.
Earlier, only the swayamsevaks led
the Bhajan singing. But gradually the
women and children of the locality also

started joining and taking up bigger
roles. The result of all these efforts was
that the Municipality made all the
roads pucca. The people made
arrangements for daily puja in the
temple. The Bhajan Mandali also
arranged all items required for the
event including harmonium, tabala,
loudspeaker, chairs, tables, etc. Now
every year on Magh Shukla Ekadasi the
birth day of Shri Guruji is celebrated on
large scale and the swayamsevaks
conduct different kinds of activities on
that day.
The efforts of 15 years have
produced good results. People have
realised the importance of education.
The locality remains cleaner than ever
before. Those who were addict of
gambling and liquor have abandoned
the bad habits. Now there is a
swayamsevak in almost every house.
Many of them have also received the
Sangh organisational training. Some of
the youth, after getting higher
education, have become high class
officers. The change witnessed in the
Basti has connected it with the entire
city. The untouchability has fully
eradicated. The entire change seen
here can be attributed to the Bhajan
Mandali. The work still goes on.
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Achalu village under Ramnagar district

Inspiring experiments of

A

organic farming

chalu is a hamlet in Ramanagar district on
Mysore-Bengaluru highway. It has around 175
houses and 750 population. The Sangh shakha,
began about five years ago, proved to be a lamp,
which illuminated the entire village. The shakha had 4-5
youth in the beginning, but gradually the attendance
increased to 15-18 youth. The enthusiasm of young
swayamsevaks increased manifold as their participation
increased in different activities. Then slowly they diverted
their attention to service activities. It began with the cleaning
of the village temple premises and later 15-20 young men
assembled every week to clean up the village streets.
The educated women started a free coaching and
Samskar Kendra for children. Around 25 children regularly
draw benefit of it. Apart from it, a weekly Bhajan programme
was started and then many activities for the welfare of
villagers were started.
It developed a positive atmosphere in the society. Then
a computer education centre was started to help the
children become computer savvy. Fed up with chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, the farmers are now turning to pronature successful experiments of organic farming. It led to
prosperity of the farmers.
When prosperity comes, many other good things also
happen. The beginning of Deep Puja programme in the
village was example of it. All families of the village were
approached for this activity. The good participation of
villagers in this activity not only made it a success but also
united the entire village. The enthusiastic swayamsevaks are
leading all these activities. They have now resolved to make
Achalu an ideal village of the country in coming years. It also
encouraged the people of some surrounding villages to
emulate.
(Ramprasad G.)
40

The work, which began in the form of
cleaning the village temple premises,
reached up to education, samskar and
computer training. A Bhajan Mandali
also began. All these activities
generated a positive atmosphere, which
united the entire village. Instead of
wasting more time on chemical fertilizers
based farming the farmers tried their
luck in organic farming. Now the people
are working to make the village an ideal
village.
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T

here is a Sewa
Basti, MR Jayram
Nagar, in Yeshwanthapur Nagar of
Bengaluru. It is located in
Mathikere, a part of
Yeshwanthapur Nagar. A
good number of swayamsevaks attend Guru Govind
Singh Prabath Shakha here
daily.
The then Yeshwanthapur Nagar Sewa Pramukh
used to meet the family
members of the Sewa Basti
on regular basis. In the discussion they expressed difficulties in meeting their
growing medical expenses.
Most of them are construction workers or sweepers.
Women mostly work as
maids. After discussion
with rest of the Sangh work-

ers it was decided to start a
free clinic in the Sewa Basti.
The dispensary was
inaugurated on September
13, 2005 at Gangamma
Temple. Dr Kalyani started
treating the patients on
every Tuesday and Friday
from 9 to 10 am. There are
around 200 families in the
Sewa Basti. On an average
15 to 20 patients come to
the clinic to receive treatment or consultation. Apart
from providing medicines,
the doctor also advises
them about good food
habits.
Women patients seek
the doctor’s advice during
pregnancy and also after
delivery. The doctor is affectionately called “Temple
doctor” or “Sangh doctor”.

Vidyaranya Prabhat Shakha, Arasikere

United we stand…

In 2010, when Shri Hanumat Shakti Jagran Abhiyan was
conducted all over the country, the swayamsevaks
decided to conduct “Hanuman Chalisa Recitation” and
“Bharatmata Pujan Satsang programmes” in all the
houses of Arasikere city. Therefore, on every Sunday it
was a get-together for about an hour. During the gettogether, omkar recitation, bhajans, patriotic and
religious lectures and Bharatmata Pujan are conducted.
Special attention is paid to the participation of
people from all sections of society. Everybody brings
prasad from their homes. It is then mixed and
distributed to the participants. By doing this, everybody
feels a part of the programme and gets a feeling that
we are all part of one society. Anniversary of the gettogether is also celebrated and everybody participates
in the event with full enthusiasm. The experience has
been good and a positive change has been witnessed in
the society within a short span of three years.

Guru Govind Singh Shakha, Bengaluru

THE DISPENSARY OF

SANGH DOCTOR

On an average 15 to 20 patients come
to the clinic to receive treatment or
consultation. Apart from providing
medicines, the doctor also advises them
about good food habits.

She also gives health tips to
the children of nearby
orphanage run by Sadhna
Educational and Charitable
Trust.
One good aspect of the
free clinic is that the parents now encourage their
children to attend the
Sangh shakha regularly.
Every year at least two
swayamsevaks
attend
Sangh Shiksha Varga from
this Sewa Basti. Due to the
doctor’s advice and the constant contacts of the
swayamsevaks the children
going to school are scoring
good marks.
Three doctors, Dr.
Nagabhushan, Dr. Suresh
Babu and Dr. Anantha
Bhatt, who are also
swayamsevaks, are helping
the dispensary by way of
monetary help and also providing samples of medicines.
Recently,
Vivekananda Sevashram
has also started supplying
medicines to the clinic. The
Sevashram’s representative
Sri Nagaraju visited the clinic and saw the needy
patients getting medical

aid. Therefore he decided to
facilitate the supply of medicines. Thus, the free clinic
run by swayamsevaks has
become a centre for keeping the Sewa Basti healthy
in all respects.

Construction of temple

In May 2009, the residents
of the Sewa Basti expressed
the desire to build a temple
of “Nagdevata” (the Snake
God). They started the construction work of the temple. But the nearby church
objected on the construction and used both their
influence and pressure to
stop the construction work.
The residents sought the
help of swayamsevaks of
Guru Govind Singh Prabath
Shakha. The Nagar Sewa
Pramukh, who also belongs
to the same shakha, along
with the swayamsevaks and
local MLA helped in construction of the temple.
Since then, bhajan is done
in the temple on every
Saturday. One swayamsevak supplies free oil for the
puja.
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Narasipur Shakha

ÂMY VILLAGE AND MEÊ
In 1996, the Narasipur shakha started
a sewa activity with the theme ‘My
village and Me’. In the beginning, the
swayamsevaks along with local youth
started cleaning the surroundings. In
1998, this activity was given a name by
senior Pracharak Shri Sitaram Kedilaya
‘Sakriya Gramotthan Organisation’.
Different service activities were started under five
topics—education, food, health, samskar and environment.
Sports, planting saplings, health check (of both humans and
animals), self-help groups, cooperative unions, bhajans,
library, summer camps, etc. are the activities which are
conducted throughout the year. For strengthening the
activities brainstorming workshops are conducted.
With all the activities, a good change can be seen in the
locality. The saplings planted in the beginning have now
become big trees. The whole surrounding looks green. Many
youth have completed their higher studies and are good
mannered. One can also see good social harmony.
Everybody can enter the temples and participate in all the
programmes.


Blood testing camp in Hubli

Siddheshwar shakha of Hubli has been organising blood
testing camps from August last year. A total of 260 people
got their blood tested and pledged for blood donation to
the needy. A list of blood donors has been prepared and
anyone needing blood is provided instantly.
Apart from it, the shakha has started the tradition of
conducting weekly bhajan in any of the house. This event
has been going on for the last eight months. It became too
much popular that many new people are contacting to get
it organised in their houses. The entire family joins the
function together. A free tuition centre has also been
started for some time. Students attend the classes here by
walking two km. It is run for the students of ninth and tenth.
Similarly, the Shivananda shakha conducted tree
plantation drive in the month of July. Apart from
swayamsevaks, school teachers and students also
participate in it with enthusiasm. The participation of other
people is also encouraging. After plantation of the saplings,
the people nurture them regularly. Kshetra Sewa Pramukh
Shri Gopal Chehiyar also joined the tree plantation drive.
The result of all these activities is that the students
have started scoring high marks in their exams. Addiction
has also come down remarkably. Many youth have received
Sangh work training.


Kumpala Shakha of Mangalore Vibhag

WHEN LEFTISTS TOO SAID

K

umpala is a village in Ullala
taluk of Mangalore rural
district. The Kesari Shakha of
this village was started in
1979 by Shri Ashok Bandi and Shri
Narendra Uchchilla. In the beginning
only a few people of the village
attended the shakha. After some time
the swayamsevaks conducted a
shramsewa. The work impressed the
people to much that the number of
people coming to shakha increased
manifold. But it invited the ire of local
communists.
Even
then
the
swayamsevaks remained undeterred
by the communist anger. They
continued with the service activity. As
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time passed, the opposition to Sangh
activities by communists got reduced.
Monitory help to the needy people
to build their house, shramsewa,
cleaning of public places, repairing the
roads and old wells or building the new
wells are some the activities which are
still conducted here. Group bhajans are
being conducted regularly and
everybody is given free entry to the
temples.
There is complete harmony in the
village. As the influence of Sangh
increased, some communists also
started attending the shakha. With this
the communism collapsed at this
place.
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Hanuman Prabhat Shakha, Hyderabad

Dispensary turns into
A TRANSFORMATION CENTRE

ANDHRA PRADESH

A

s a trained homeopathy
doctor,
Shri
RV
Krishnamurthy, who is
also Shakha Karyavah
of Hanuman Prabhat shakha, has
been rendering medical services to
the needy people of Sewa Bastis in
Badichouk area of Hyderabad. He
gets active help of other
swayamsevaks in this task.
Zilla Sewa Pramukh Shri Milind
Bide extends financial help to the
project. However, there was little
response from the Sewa Basti
people during the initial days, the
constant efforts made by the
swayamsevaks and the awareness
generated through various health
camps, the people developed trust
in homeopathy. They have now
understood that homeopathy is the
medicine system, which has lowest
side effects. Initially, the health

camp was conducted for three days
in a week, but later, keeping in view
huge response from the people of
Nimboli Adda, Chappal Bazar,
Kachiguda, Kutbiguda Bastis, the
services were made available every
day.

Diabetes Camp

Apart from regular health checkup,
a diabetes camp was organised on
March 3, 2012 under the guidance
of Dr Kid. Modi. The camp
generated awareness about the
causes of diabetes, its prevention
and also cures to be taken by the
diabetic patients. Over 100 people
turned up for the camp and were
examined by specialists. In addition
to treatment, insulin was also
provided at a nominal cost to those
who cannot afford it.

Cataract Surgery

In association with Pushpagiri Eye
Institute, West Maredpalli, the
cataract camp succeeded in
rejoicing lives of visually impaired by
performing about 40 free cataract
surgeries. Initially, the health

services were provided only on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
but to satisfy the increasing strength
of the patients, these services were
extended to complete week. There
is an increasing response to the
camp from donors, who are

planning to provide necessary
equipments for eye screening in
coming days and also people were
happy with the services offered. It is
evident from the first anniversary
celebration of the camp on October
29, 2012.
Narrating her experience about
the camp, a local resident Smt
Padmawathi Joshi said, “I have been
suffering from sinusitis for the last
six months and used allopathic
medicines. But they did not help in
curing the disease. Then I came to
know about this camp and got
myself treated here. There is an
improvement in my condition after
using homeopathic medicines and
the best part of it is that medicines
are provided free of cost. I’m very
thankful to the organisers and
doctors who provide quality medical
care free of cost.”
There are five
Sewa Bastis near
the camp site.
Patients from all of
them come and
take medicines.
This
activity
enhanced
the
people’s trust to
the Sangh work.
Women too have
started
joining
different activities being undertaken
by swayamsevaks or the Sewa
Bharati activists. They are seen
along with the swayamsevaks in all
circumstances. There is planning to
start similar other projects from the
next year.
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Kondavallapalli shakha of Kadappa district

Arresting diseases by

CLEANING WATER TANKS
The participation of swayamsevaks in
village functions helped in smooth conduct
of the programmes. These activities
brought all people together for village
development.

K

ondavallpalli is a village
under Sambepalli division of
Kadappa district in West
Andhra Pradesh. The Sangh
shakha here has set many milestones in
village development. Before the
beginning of the shakha, there were
many disputes among the people of
different castes and the villagers were
not ready to even sit together for any
cause. As a result the village was
permanently in the grip of many
problems. Not only different kinds of
diseases spread due to lack of
cleanliness, the children were in the grip
of many kinds of addictions and bad
habits.
The Sangh shakha began here
about 10 years back, and at the same
time some efforts were made to solve
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the problems. Under those efforts, a
coaching centre was started, which
generated interest for education among
the children.
They also learnt discipline and
developed curiosity for getting higher
education. Many students, who had
abandoned their studies in middle,
restarted their studies. It boosted the
morale of the entire village. The parents
also became aware for education.
After generating curiosity for
education, preparations for starting
some village development activities
were made. As a result the work of
cleanliness began on regular basis. Five
old temples were renovated and
regular puja began there. The
boundaries of the temple premises
were made by the swayamsevaks
themselves.
Many kinds of water borne
diseases had spread in the village due
to lack of clean drinking water. Now the
water tanks are cleaned regularly. It
ensures clean water supply to all.
Majority of the water borne diseases
have been curbed. It also helped in
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getting rid from mosquitoes. The health
camps not only helped in arresting
diseases but also educated people for
prevention. When dengue spread, the
swayamsevaks provided local herbs to
the people. They also organised blood
donation camps for the sick.
Once a person, Chander, met an
accident. The swayamsevaks collected
fund for his treatment and ensured
proper treatment to him. A library was
started in the village temple, where
students can prepare for different
competitive exams. This project
produced good results. It also got
appreciation from all.
The tree plantation campaign
launched by the swayamsevaks made
the entire village greener. It became
the foundation for pure air. The
participation of swayamsevaks in many
village functions helped in smooth
conduct of the programmes. These
activities brought all people together
for village development. The scheme
launched by the swayamsevaks for
higher education also received good
results.


Devireddipally shakha in Anantpur district

AS THE WHISTLE BLEW,
THE ROAD WAS READY IN A SINGLE DAY

T

he Sangh shakha has been
going on in Devireddipalli
village of Anantpur district for
the last four years. Many
activities are conducted through the
shakha. A total of six prominent
activities were undertaken in the last
year. All the activities were designed in
consultation with the villagers. Some of
those activities can be underlined as
follows:

Road Construction

There was a big pothole in the road
leading to the fields. Forget using
bicycles, bullock carts or other vehicles,
it was impossible for even the
pedestrians to walk there. The
swayamsevaks decided to repair the
road, measuring about 70 ft long and
12 ft wide. They filled three feet deep
stones there. This solved the problem
permanently. A total of 46

swayamsevaks joined the work and
they completed it just within one day.
The work began with the pujan of
Bharat Mata and completed with the
Sangh Prayer. The villagers expressed
extreme satisfaction over the
completion of the work. Some villagers
also joined the shramdan. The entire
village Panchayat appreciated the
initiative.

Cleaning of Water Tank

The water tank built in the centre of the
village supplies water to the entire
village. The tank was built about 12
years back. But there was no
mechanism to regularly clean it. As a
result many water borne diseases
broke out. The swayamsevaks took a
decision to clean it and announced
through the temple loudspeaker to
store water for two days, as the water
supply would remain closed due to
maintenance and cleaning of the tank.
Next day, 15 swayamsevaks started
cleaning the tank. After the cleaning, it
was dried up for one day. Bleaching
powder was also used. After the
cleaning, all the villagers got safe and
clean drinking water. It also helped in
arresting the water borne disease.

Repairing of DevireddipalliBhoopsamudram Road

There was a kachcha road from
Devireddipalli to Bhoomsamudram,
which was full of potholes. There were
bushes on both sides of the road, which

created many problems while travelling
through any auto rickshaw, etc. A group
of 16 swayamsevaks, along with some
villagers, started shramdan and
repaired the entire road. They not only
filled the potholes but also removed the
bushes from both sides. The entire way
became clean and potholes free.

Organic Farming

A one day workshop was organised in
the village to apprise the farmers of
organic farming. The farmers from 40
surrounding villages were invited for
the workshop. Joint Agriculture
Director and many district level officers
participated in the workshop. They
provided useful information to the
villagers about organic farming. They
also demonstrated how to use and
prepare organic manure. A total of 138
farmers from 22 villages attended the
workshop.

Daily Bhajan Programme in
Temple

The swayamsevaks made arrangements
for singing bhajans in the village
temple. A total of 15 devotees join it
everyday. Apart from the bhajans,
discussions are also held over
Ramayana, Mahabharata and many
such religious texts. The Ramnavami
festival is now celebrated on large
scale. This also increased the number of
devotees visiting Tirupati temple. Good
religious atmosphere has developed in
the village.
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Borgam shakha of
Indur (Nizamabad) district

RENOVATION OF
400 YEAR OLD POND

B

orgam village lies in Kandukurti block of Indur (Nizamabad)
district of Andhra Pradesh. The Sangh shakha has been going
on here since 1990. This village is just 10 km from Kandukurti
(the village of Doctorji’s ancestors) at Maharashtra border. The
village population is around 3000. Out of the total 500 families, around
100 are Muslims.
Two years after beginning of the shakha, the swayamsevaks took up
some activities for village development. In the beginning, contacting
people in Sewa Basti was started. Then some of them were persuaded to
attend the shakha. The immediate result of all these activities was that the
people of alien cultures reduced visiting the Basti. The swayamsevaks
successfully established good contacts with about 100 families of the Basti.
In order to enhance the spiritual awakening, the worship of village
deities was started. The worship of Pochamma Mata and Mahalakshami
Mata was specially started. Four temples were renovated and their
premises were cleaned. Boundaries of some of the temples were also
made. All these works were done with the help and active participation of
the villagers. A Bhajan programme of the Basti people with rest of the
villagers is organised once a week.
Last year in Shravan month, 400 years old Shri Ram pond was
renovated. Some local Muslims had basically started making claims over it.
Due to negligence of the villagers, it was fast losing its existence. Therefore,
all the villagers first dig the pond and revived it. Shramdan for seven days
was performed for this task. People from many local villages also gathered
to see the work. Muslims also tried their best to occupy the pond, but their
all tricks failed before the united strength of the villagers. The renovated
pond was finally inaugurated by Pujya Hampi Peethadhipati.
Earlier, this place had become the spot for anti-social activities. They
also terrorised the villagers. Apart from it the swayamsevaks started many
activities for betterment of the Sewa Basti people and the villagers.
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Cows freed
from butchers

Renjal village shakha of Kandukurti block

Renjal village lies in Kandukurti block. After
beginning of the shakha, the swayamsevaks
cleaned eight temples. Pallaki Sewa is
performed on the occasion of Shri
Ramnavami every year. Earlier, some
people of the village did not allow the
Pallaki to enter some localities of the village.
It was due to untouchability. But now the
swayamsevaks take it to Sewa Bastis of the
village for the last three years and all people
of the Sewa Basti worship the Pallaki.
Earlier, the people of Sewa Basti also
feared of visiting the Hanuman temple. But
now they too have been allowed to enter.
They have also started taking Shri Hanuman
Bhaktimala. Those who receive this
Bhaktimala, perform puja at the homes of
other devotees. All material required in the
puja is arranged by the swayamsevaks. A
procession is taken also out before the puja.
The cows associated with the temples were
earlier auctioned.
Therefore, some Muslim butchers
purchased them offering higher prices. They
were definitely sent to the slaughter
houses. But the swayamsevaks made a
system that nobody would purchase the
cows without the consent of the
village elders or the village chief.
Now all the cows
associated with the temples are
granted to only Hindus. They
serve them. This activity
generated a trust among the
villagers towards the Sangh. The
awakening among women is
also visible.
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P

A SHAKHA DEDICATED TO

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

Since the last 15 years, Swami Vivekananda Vichar Manch conducted many
activities according to the thinking of the great saint. The prime objective of
the organisation is to propagate Swamiji’s views on service and patriotism
among the students. The work is going on accordingly. Many activities are
conducted for this objective.

une Municipal Corporation
has installed a statue of
Swami Vivekananda at PuneSatara Road. There is a garden
in front of the statue. Dr Manoharpant
Sathe was Vibhag Pramukh here. He
thought since Swami Vivekananda was
a kind of different saint dedicated to
the cause of national awakening and
uplift of downtrodden, the people
living near his statue too should
contribute in national awakening and
social service. To materialise this
concept,
he
founded
Swami
Vivekananda Vichar Manch in 1998.
Basically this organisation is a sewa
wing of Swami Vivekananda Prabhat

shakha, which is conducted in this area
for a long time.
Since the last 15 years, the Manch
has conducted many activities
according to the thinking of Swamiji.
The prime objective of the organisation
is to propagate Swamiji’s views on
service and patriotism among the
students. The work is going on
accordingly. Many activities are
conducted for this objective. Some
competitions are also organised. The
swayamsevaks and the local people
gather at the park on every Saturday to
recite the prayer conducted at
Vivekananda
Rock
Memorial,
Kanyakumari. Then an activist speaks

on Swamiji’s views on any topic. At the
end the aarti of Swamiji is performed.
Other prominent activities of the
Manch are as follows:

Display Board Writing

On the request of the Manch, the Pune
Municipal Corporation has installed a
black board outside the Park. The
Manch activists write an inspiring
quotation on this board everyday. No
politics is discussed. The initiative has
attracted the attention of many
people.

Students’ get-together

A students’ get-together is organised
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on January 12, the birth day of
Swamiji, every year. About 500-600
students participate in the event.
Some students come with Palaki of
Ramakrishna Paramhansa and Swami
Vivekananda. The students from
different schools present a patriotic
group song. Then the chief
guest addresses the students.
In the end, all the students
pay floral tribute to Swamiji.
The get-together concludes
with prasad distribution.

Inter-school competitions

It is a competition based on the life of India’s great
personalities. Different types of questions are asked in the
competition. In the end, a quotation writing exhibition is
organised. Speech delivering and assay writing competitions
in Marathi, Hindi, Sanskrit and English are also held. A drama
competition is also organised. Apart from it, competitions
for Marathi poem learning, acting, singing of entire
Vandemataram, learning of Sanskirt shlokas are also
organised. About 500-600 students participate in the
competitions.

December 25 to 29. Apart from it, some blood donation
camps are organised.

Foodgrains, money and clothes collection

All these things are collected from the general public
prominently for the students staying in Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram hostels. Help is also provided to other needy
students. Fund is also collected during any natural calamity
or war, etc. The collected fund is granted to the Jankalyan
Samiti.

Book Publication

The 150th anniversary of 1857 war of Independence was
celebrated in 2007. In order to provide information about
the war to the general public and the students, a book in
Marathi, 1857 Cha Swatantrya Yagya, was published and
distributed among 27000 students. Along with the book, a
magazine providing information about two great saints of
Maharashtra, Sant Tukaram and Sant Ramdas, was also
given. The reason of distributing these magazines was that

Recitation of Ganpati Atharva Sheersh

During the Ganeshotsva, at least 50 students conduct 11
recitation of Ganpati Atharva Sheersh. It has attracted good
involvement of the youth.

Mass Suryanamaskar

It is organised on Rathsaptami. The growing participation of
youth in this activity proves that it is getting high popularity.

Lecture Series

Since Swamiji had interaction with Ramakrishna Paramhansa
at Shripadshila of Kanyakumari on December 27, 1892, a
five-day lecture series is organised every year from
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the fourth birth centenary year of both these great saints
was observed the same year.
The 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda was
observed on January 12 this year. Keeping it in view, the
Manch started a three-year project. Under the project, the
work and views of Swamiji on sewa are being propagated.
The swayamsevaks have started many activities keeping in
view these things. The impact of all the activities is very good
on the society. The message written on the black board was
liked so much that people copy it in their notebooks to
preserve for future use. The newspapers of Pune also carried
news on it. Similar experiments have also begun at some
other places. The question bank was liked not only by the
students but also by the teachers. In the beginning, very few
people joined the activity of learning entire Vandemataram,
but now the number of such people has increased
manifold.
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Majority of the people in the Basti are involved in scrap collection.
Therefore, education level was very low. But the education based Sanskar
Kendra started here has changed the entire picture of the Basti.

A

nnabhau Sathe Nagar Jhuggi cluster is near Kalyan (West)
in Mumbai. It is near Lal Chauki. A Prabhat Shakha is run
there. In 1990, some people informed the swayamsevaks
that the BMC was going to demolish the Basti.
Immediately after getting the information, the swayamsevaks
spoke to the local MLA Shri Jagannath Patil and requested to ensure
that the people of the Basti, if relocated, should get an alternate
place to live. The present location near Kachra Depot is basically
the new place where the locality has been shifted from Kalyan.
Since then, the swayamsevaks have regular contact with the
Basti people. Many sewa activities have been started there through
the shakha. Since the locality was near the garbage collection
centre, the filthy smell was making the life hell. Secondly, the dirty
water, mosquitoes and the disease like malaria were creating
additional problems. But now due to the constant efforts of the
swayamsevaks and with the help of the MLA and BMC, many of the
problems have been resolved. Now, there is regular cleaning in the
locality. There are also arrangements for drinking water, proper
footpath, perfect drainage system, etc.
Majority of the people in the Basti are involved in scrap
collection. They also collect essential things from the garbage. The
education level was very low. Keeping in view all these problems,
the swayamsevaks started a Samskar Kendra with the help of the
local Shri Ram Mandir. A senior swayamsevak Shri Joshi Kaka
himself teaches the children. They are also helped in seeking
Prabhat Shakha of Kalyan, Mumbai
admission in schools, getting uniform or books as well as stationary.
Shri Dastane Kaka also taught the children for some time. A girl
(Manisha) of the Basti completed 12th standard and later
completed nurshing course. Now she helps the entire Basti in first
aid.
Apart from spreading education, some efforts are also being
made for building a healthy cultural atmosphere. Festivals like
Rakshabandhan, Makar Sankranti, Diwali, Independence Day and
Republic Day are also celebrated. Now, Saubhagyawati Vidya
Visvash Dharap takes classes there. Earlier, there were some efforts
for conversion, but they were strongly opposed by the local people.
Once, a discourse by Shri Shirish Bhalerao was also organised in the Basti. Some spiritual meetings are
organised on regular basis. All these activities built the atmosphere that the people of no alien culture can
misguide the people in the Basti. Bajrang Dal also has a unit in the Basti now.
Some other activities have also been started through the Sanskar Kendra and coaching centre. The
interaction of the children of other Basti has been started with the children of this Basti. Once a programme
for Mumbai Darshan for these children was organised. Some magic shows were also organised. Some years
back the Basti was in the grip of floods. Then also the swayamsevaks extended every possible help.
(Arun K. Deshpande)

DILAPIDATED
LIFE RETURNING
ON TRACK
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Chhatrapati Shivaji Prabhat Shakha, Thane

I

A GARDEN ON BARREN LAND

t is correct that urbanisation
is fast ruining the normal life
of villages. When it comes to
a Vanvasi village, the
damage is more, as it ruins the entire
cycle of the Vanvasi life. This is what
was happening in Vada village of
Thane. The village is Vanvasi
dominated. With the spread of
industrialisation, the urbanisation is
increasing manifold. Many other social
problems also came with it. The
maximum loss is being witnessed to

the environment. The swayamsevaks
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Shakha thought
about it. With the resources available
they decided to first develop the
unused land near the village
crematorium.
The land was almost barren
without even a single tree. Along with
the local people, the swayamsevaks
first planted saplings and then
developed the entire land like a park in
planed way. The work began as a two
hour shramdan on every Friday. After

some days, a local businessman offered
help in the form of some machines,
while some people granted saplings.
Since water was not available there
throughout the year, some people
suggested making arrangements for
irrigation.
Therefore, a 2 km long pipeline
was laid. The fund for it was also
arranged by the local people. By and
large with the help of the local people
the entire project proved to be a huge
success.


Construction of a

CREMATORIUM
T

here are two Sangh shakhas in Balapur town of
Akola. It has been a historic city. The total
population has about 85 per cent Muslims. There
was a problem of a crematorium here for some
time. There was only a small platform in the name of
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crematorium and there was no arrangement for sitting
there.
One day Shri Sunil Deshpande, Vidarbha Prant
Pracharak, visited a shakha in the town. While discussing
other matters, he came to know the problem of the
crematorium.
Finally,
the
swayamsevaks decided to build
the
crematorium.
They
contacted the local MLA Shri
Narayanrao Chavhankar, who
sanctioned some amount for it
from his MLA’s development
fund.
This is how the local
municipality built a big
crematorium. Now the entire
arrangement
of
the
crematorium is looked after by
swayamsevaks.
Zila
Sanghachalak Shri Nandlal
Sarvare and a local businessman
Shri
Mohan
Dharamthok
manage the affairs of it.
(Subhash Patil)
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Pune

PADDY COLLECTION for Vanvasi hostels

E

very tehsil of Pune district
has hostels for the students
of Vanvasi or remote hilly
areas. These hostels are run
by different organisations. The
swayamsevaks have been collecting
rice (paddy) for the hostels run in Velhe
and Mulshi tehsils. It is an inspiring
experience.
In 2003, a group of 20
swayamsevaks from Shri Ram Prabhat
Shakha of Varaje went to see the hostel
of Mulshi. This trip was basically
organised with the efforts of senior
swayamsevaks Shri Jayantrao Bapat
and Shri Sudhakarrao Deshpande.
When they saw the hostel, they all
were given some pamphlets requesting
to join the paddy collection scheme.
They all agreed to it.
In those days, Varaje was just
given the status of a new Nagar in the
Sangh functioning. There were two
morning and two evening shakhas. The
attendance in Shri Ram Prabhat shakha
was normally 30-35 swayamsevaks.
The swayamsevaks decided to start the
rice collection scheme under the
leadership of Shri Jayantrao Bapat. Rice
collection began in April 2003. The
swayamsevaks started contacting
people in different groups.
Finally, it was decided to collect
the rice on 10th of every month after
the shakha. Some centres were fixed
for it. Shri Mani Chitale of Shreyas hotel
provides a vehicle for collecting the rice
from different centres.
The swayamsevaks request the
people in their neighbourhood to keep
aside at least one handful of rice
everyday. In a month, from one kg to
five kg rice is stored in a family. It is
then gathered by the families at a

designated centre on ninth
day of the month. In the
beginning,
about
40-50
families joined the scheme. It
also helped the swayamsevaks
to expand their contacts.
Some old swayamsevaks were
also searched. Some of them
even got activated again.
Some new swayamsevaks also
joined the shakha.
When the number of the
swayamsevaks increased, the
number of shakhas also
increased. Today, rice is
collected from over 250 families
through
four
shakhas.
Shri
Patwardhanji, a senior swayamsevak of
Tapovan Society, collects funds and
ensures the supply of an oil tin and 10
kg dalia every month. Manniya
Sanghachalak of Varaje Nagar Shri
Trayambakrao Apte and Shri Jayantrao
Bapat coordinate the scheme.
The rice collected by Ingle Nagar
Shakha is stored at the house of Shri
Sharadchandra Kulkarni in Indrayani
Society, while the rice of Sidhkala
Prabhat shakha is stored at Shri Dilip
Kulkarni’s house. The swayamsevaks of
Yogasan Varga store at the house of
Shri Mohan contractor. The rice
collected through Geeta Dharma
Bhagini Mandali of Popular Nagar is
stored at the house of Shri
Parundekarji. In Anand Colony, it is
stored at Shri Jayantrao Bapat’s house,
while in Shri Ram Society it is stored at
the shakha itself. Rice is also collected
in Chaitanya Nagari and Ashiman
village.
A former student of the hostel Shri
Santosh Keswad comes on 10th day of
every month to collect this rice. For the

last 10 years, he comes at sharp 8 am
without fail. The project started by the
senior swayamsevaks is now moving
ahead with the help of the new
generation swayamsevaks. The scheme
also helped in expanding the contacts.
The contribution of women has also
increased.
When the swayamsevaks of Karve
Nagar came to know about the scheme
started by Varaje Nagar swayamsevaks,
they too expressed willingness to join
it. Now rice is collected through six
shakhas in Karve Nagar also. Shri Ulhas
Sarvlekar of Sahyadri Prabhat shakha,
Shri PR Joshi and Shri Sadananda Ruikar
of Vitthal Mandir Prabhat shakha, Shri
Pore of Natraj Prabhat shakha, Shri Anil
Inamdar and Shri Vaknis of Vedant
Prabhat, Soubhgyawati Kshirsagar of
Sahvas Society and Soubhagwati Khare
of Manmohan Society collect the rice
there. All the rice collected under this
scheme is given to the hostels of Velhe
and Mulshi tehsils. It is an achievement
that the scheme is successfully going
on for the last ten years and the
participation of people has increased
manifold.
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Pune

Bhandara

Bengaluru, Pune and Hyderabad have emerged
as prime centres of computer based IT industry.
A large number of Sangh swayamsevaks also
work in these IT companies. Keeping in view the
nature of work conducted in the companies it is
difficult for them to attend the daily shakha.
Therefore, some weekly shakhas were
started for such swayamsevaks in Bengaluru. In
Pune, there are 14 such shakhas being run for
the last 7-8 years. This year, these shakhas
decided to organise a blood donation camp at
the shakha level. Thirteen of the shakhas
organised such camps in April this year. A total
of 615 swayamsevaks donated blood in the
camps. The blood is normally collected lesser
during summers. The camp was basically
organised to keep this fact in mind. The camp
was conducted with the help of Jankalyan
Raktapedhi, Pune. The campaign was led by
Shri Manoj Singh and Shri Mangesh Dharpande.

Lonara is a small village under Pawani tehsil of Bhandara district. The
population is around 1500. There is an evening shakha here. About
25-30 swayamsevaks attend it daily. A weekly market is organised
in the village on every Sunday. Many makeshift shops are created
and a large number of people from surrounding villages come for
shopping. Since there are many shops, the garbage too is definitely
in huge quantity. All the villagers were disturbed over it, but could
not find a way out. Some swayamsevaks took the decision at the
shakha to clean the garbage. They fixed every Monday for the
cleaning drive. But the problem was that all of them had schools in
the monring. But the cleaning was also necessary. Therefore, they
decided to clean the village from 5 to 6 am before going to school.
On a designated Monday, all the swayamsevaks gathered with
brooms from their homes and cleaned the entire village. When the
people got up in the morning, they all wondered to see the
cleanliness everywhere. Very soon they came to know that the
village was cleaned by the Sangh swayamsevaks. Then cleaning the
village on every Monday became a routine. The Village Panchayat
leaders and also the other villagers started helping the
swayamsevaks. Now Monday has become a fixed day for all the
villagers to clean the village. The drive not only cleaned the village,
but also enhanced the trust of the villagers.
(Suraj Bhandarkar)

Blood donation through
IT Milan

Yavatmal

B

Village cleaning drive by evening shakha

SANSKAR KENDRA BY SHAKHA

argaon Prabhat shakha of Yavatmal Nagar runs a
Sanskar Kendra in the same Basti. The
swayamsevaks were realising the need of such a
Kendra for long time. But the problem was of the
space and a teacher. When the discussion began, a
swayamsevak of the Basti offered a room in his house. He
also selected a teacher for running the Kendra. The DTEd
trained teacher was basically a resident of the same locality.
She also had the desire to work for the society. Therefore,
she decided to spare at least an hour everyday for the
Kendra. The Kendra is running smoothly and effectively with
the cooperation of all the swayamsevaks. A total of 34
children of the Basti come here for studies daily. They get
motivational education here for an hour in the evening. It
includes good habits, inspiring tales, patriotic songs,
recitation of Sanskrit shlokas, mantras, etc.
Many activities like Raksha Bandhan, Kanyapujan,
Bhaiyadooj, annual function and sports competitions are
also organised. The programmes of Bhaiyadooj and
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Kanyapujan are organised on large scale. In the Bhaiyadooj
function, around 100 girls of the Basti perform the aarti of
the similar number of boys of the Basti. It is also followed
with bursting of fire crackers and refreshment, which is
provided by the swayamsevaks by collecting funds.
Akhil Bharatiya Sewa Pramukh Shri Suhasrao Hiremath
had also attended a similar Kanyapujan function in 2012. The
people of the Basti also extend full help in all the activities.
The Sangh shakha has achieved a good place in the hearts of
the people through the Sanskar Kendra. The people of the
Basti now accept the suggestions of the swayamsevaks for
the development of the Basti.
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Maharana Pratap Shakha, Ichalkaranji, Latur

BURNING HOLI WITH CITY GARBAGE

T

EFFECTIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMOKING

here is a town known as Ichalkaranji under
Hatkanangale tehsil of north Kolhapur district. It
is famous place for manufacturing cloth through
power looms. Naturally, it has emerged as a big
market for clothes. A large number of city dwellers and also
the business class people are associated with the shakhas
here. There are eight Prabhat shakhas in the town.
Maharana Pratap shakha of them has been conducting
some new experiments in sewa activities. They conduct
activities keeping in view all the six aspects of the Sangh
work. Following is a glimpse of the activities conducted for
sewa.
The swayamsevaks collect the garbage from the
shakha areas and burn it with the Holi every year. The
prime objective behind this activity is to educate the
people about cleaning and also keeping their surroundings
clean.
Devotees gather in large number on Mahashivratri. A
day before the festival, Shri Amarnath Mandir premises is
cleaned properly. After the festival also the entire premises
is cleaned. The devotees and the youth coming to the

temple are prohibited to
smoking. A campaign is
conducted against smoking.
Trees were planted in
the hospital premises when
a health centre started by
Sewa
Bharati
was
inaugurated. Ten saplings
were planted as a token. They are properly nurtured. Their
annual day is also celebrated.
After the Makar Sankranti festival, a blood donation
camp is organised for the last five years. Around 75 units of
blood are collected every year. Since, last year, the camp is
organised twice a year on Rakshabandhan and Makar
Sankranti.
A Pariwar Milan was organised in the Goushala. A total
of 102 members from 34 families attended it. Some
lectures were organised on the importance of goushala
cleaning, gouseva, goupalan. Gouseva Sanskar programme
is also conducted to promote the feeling of serving the
cows.


LIBRARY OF VISHVESHWAR EVENING SHAKHA

There is Dhanakwadi Nagar in hilly region of Pune. The evening shakha conducted in Balaji Nagar locality here has been
named as Vishveshwar shakha. The shakha has very effective group of Bal swayamsevaks. Many activities are conducted
through the shakha. There are 99 swayamsevaks in the shakha. They meet regularly at least once a week. Different topics
are discussed in the meeting.
About three years back, a young swayamsevak of the shakha, Siddha Mathnerali, proposed that the shakha should
have its own library. He discussed the matter with the other swayamsevaks. After reaching at consensus, they started
collecting the books from their houses. The books gifted to the shakha or the swayamsevaks were also deposited to the
library. Finally, 125 books were collected. A head of the library was nominated. This year Shri Omkar Mathnerali is head
of the library. It has been set up at Shivlila Society of Balaji Nagar. The
swayamsevaks take or return the books on every Sunday.
About 30 swayamsevaks take benefit of the books every week. A register
is maintained at the library for keeping records of the books issued or
received. Some rules have also been formulated for the library. For example,
one cannot keep the book for more than two weeks. The books are noted
with the number given to them. About 68 swayamsevaks take benefit of the
library. The scheme has basically been started to improve the reading habits.
The library has proved to be very useful in this objective.
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From eight to ten lakh pilgrims known as Varkaris in
Maharashtra join the Yatras. Thousands of
swayamsevaks help in these yatras in different forms.
The serve meals, clean the roads, arrange shoes and
also take care of the security. For the last 12 years,
about 50-60 swayamsevaks from 10 evening
shakhas and 8-10 Tarun swayamsevaks gather near
Lalit Mahal on Fargusan Road. They distribute balm
to different groups of the Varkaris. The fund needed
to purchase the balm packs is collected by the
activists of Rashtra Sevika Samiti or through
individual contact.

Involvement of Shakhas in

PANDHARPUR YATRAS

P

andharpur Yatras are very
popular annual affairs in
Western
Maharashtra.
These yatras are being taken
out for over a hundred years. These
are called ‘Pandharpurchi Bari’ in
Maharashtra. Alandi and Dehu in
Pune district are famous for Sant
Jananeshwar and Sant Tukaramji
respectively. In order to reach
Pandharpur on Ekadasi of Ashadh
month, the Palakis of both the saints
began from Alandi and Dehu. It takes
about 15 days for the yatras to reach
Pandharpur. It is completed only by
foot. The yatra routes pass through
Baramati, Satara and Pandharpur
districts. The Sangh swayamsevaks
join these Yatras at different places
and contribute as per their strength.
From eight to ten lakh pilgrims
(known as Varkaris in Maharashtra)
join the Yatras. Since their halts are
fixed in advance, the swayamsevaks
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extend help in the Yatras keeping in
view the schedule. But this is a fact
that wherever the swayamsevaks
reach, they receive applause from all.
Different kind of help was started by
the swayamsevaks at different
occasion and times. Basically, the
activity which was felt necessary was
started.
The first halt of the Yatras,
starting from Alandi and Dehu, is
Pune city. Milind Mahajan, Sandip
Kharade and Abhay Rabade took a
decision in the year 2000 to walk with
the Yatras for all the 15 days. They all
belong to the Gokhale Nagar shakha
of Pune Mahanagar. They carried
some medicines or balms with them
so that whosoever Varkari needed
them they can provide. They mostly
carried some small packs of
Amritanjan/Jhandu balm, which they
provided to the devotees when they
felt tired or pain in the body.

Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

For the last 12 years, about 50-60
swayamsevaks from 10 evening
shakhas
and
8-10
Tarun
swayamsevaks gather near Lalit
Mahal on Fargusan Road. They
distribute balm packs to different
groups of the Varkaris. The fund
needed to purchase such packs is
collected by the activists of Rashtra
Sevika Samiti or through individual
contact. After the Yatras pass
through, the swayamsevaks also clean
the road by removing the garbage.
Tarun swayamsevaks of Kasba
Bhag shakha in Motibagh Nagar go to
serve dinner to the Varkaris for the
last three years. They do it in the
group of 15-20 swayamsevaks.
The Palaki of Sant Jnaneshwar
rests in Vithal Temple, while the
Palaki of Sant Tukaramji rests in
Nivadugya Vithal Temple. This place
falls under Gurvar Nagar-Kasba Bhag
area. At both the places, the Tarun
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and Bal swayamsevaks of
Ganesh, Rajaram and Someshwar
shakhas extend different types of
services. Apart from making
arrangements for stay of the
Varkaris, serving them meals and
also cleaning the places after the
Yatras leave for next destination.
The swayamsevaks of Rajaram
Shakha serve refreshment. They
distribute about 500 to 600
refreshment packets every year.
The fund needed for them is
collected through Ganesh Mitra
Mandali,
Shivanjali
Mitra
Mandals and Ganeshotsava
Mandals. The refreshment
packets are distributed as per the
fund collected. About 50 to 60
swayamsevaks and over 300
activists
of
different
Ganeshotsava Mandals serve
meals and join other activities.
From Pune, the Yatras pass

Sant Jananeshwar

Sant Tukaram

through Hadapsar-Sasvar Marg. Swayamsevaks decided
to provide meals to the Varkaris. After discussion with the
other swayamsevaks they decided that the meals should
be served from all sections of the society. Therefore, the
scheme was decided to be started from Sasvar. But when
the work was to begin, the workers noticed that there are
many people who already do it in Saswar-Jajuri-Falaran
areas. The prosperity of people after Falaran areas is
comparatively low because of the low level of rains.
Therefore, the arrangements for meals are low at the halt
of Barad village. Therefore, the swayamsevaks of
Hadapsar along with all the necessary man power or the

About 60 swayamsevaks from three
evening shakhas serve tea to the
Varkaris. The tea is served from 4 to 7
pm. Last year, around 20,000 cups of
tea were served. The entire material
needed for it was collected from
different families.
material reach Barad for providing the meals. The meals
are served to around 10,000 Varkaris and other devotees
there. The work is going on for the last 8 years. Shri Ravi
Kulkarni provides financial support to this project.
The next halt of the yatra from Pune is Sasvar under
Baramati. There are three Prabhat and three evening
shakhas in Saswar. The swayamsevaks of Prabhat shakhas
individually contribute in the yatra arrangements.
Encouraged over it, the swayamsevaks of the evening
shakha also thought to contribute something on their part.
They discussed the matter with the Sangh leaders and it
was decided that the tea will be served to the Varkaris
from the evening shakha swayamsevaks.
The scheme began about six years back by the
evening shakha swayamsevaks. In the first year the
swayamsevaks collected, tea, sugar and milk from every
family and collectively served around 1000 cups of tea.
The swayamsevaks were so much enthusiastic that one
swayamsevak forgot taking meal. Therefore, he became
unconscious due to tiredness.
Now about 60 swayamsevaks from three evening
shakhas join this scheme. The tea is served from 4 to 7
pm. Last year, around 20,000 cups of tea were served. The
entire material needed for them was collected from
different families.
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Sunderban Shakha, Nagpur

COSTLY MEDICINES
AT LOW PRICES

T

here is a saying ‘where there
is a will, there is a way’. It has
been proved correct by the
Sunderban
shakha
of
Nagpur. At the time when burgeoning
cost of medical treatment is crossing all
limits, the shakha started a dispensary
and provided a succor to the people.
Shri Hanuman Mandir Samiti of
Srinagar provided space in its premises
for the dispensary, which was
inaugurated on August 4, 2011. It has
been named as Shri Swasthya Prakalp.
Dr Prachi Mangesh Puranik is
presently running the dispensary. Since
the beginning she has not missed the
dispensary even for one day or came
late. She is highly dedicated to the
project. It is relevant to mention here
an incident. Once she got injuries in her
foot. It was a fracture and she had to
take rest for some days. The workers
thought that she will not be able to

Study centre by

RESHIM BAGH
KESHAV SHAKHA
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attend
the
dispensary for
long, so a
worker sought
prescription on
phone. When
she came to
know
the
serious
condition of the
patient she said, “I don’t know how
much time would it take me to recover,
better you bring the patient at my
home, I will attend him.” In spite of
being injured herself, she does not
want the patients of the dispensary to
suffer.
In the beginning, about 6-7
patients used to come. But today the
number has increased to over 60.
Presently, the timing of the dispensary
is from 9 to 11 am on every Saturday.
But it is routine to see the patients up

to 1 pm. Now the patients come from
different localities also for treatment.
By and large the project has proved to
be very helpful and effective for the
people. Some swayamsevaks help Dr
Prachi in the form of issuing token,
checking blood pressure, giving
medicines, etc.
The other activists who help in the
project are Soubhagyawati Madhuri
Jogalekar, Soubhagyawati Vijaya
Pathak and Soubhagyawati Parveen
Malhotra.


The Reshim Bagh Keshav Shakha of Nagpur has started a study centre.
Some swayamsevaks from the Sewa Basti attend the daily shakha. Some
of them complained that they could not study at home due to disturbance.
When they reach the school unprepared, they are punished by the teacher.
Therefore, some of them avoided going to school. The swayamsevaks
discussed the problem at the shakha and decided to start a study centre.
The study centre was started after the shakha is over. All kinds of
swayamsevaks, talented and average, come to the centre. Around 35
students from second standard to 10th come daily. It is run at night for
one and a half hour. In the beginning Saraswati Vandana is performed. The
students are properly guided when they encounter any difficulty in the
studies. Sometimes, experienced teachers are also called for help. The
parents of the students also come to see how the children study. This
experiment has increased the number at shakhas. It has also started many
positive changes not only among the students attending the centre but
also among the people of the Sewa Basti.
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THREE KM ROAD CONSTRUCTION
IN

SATPUDA HILLS

T

he swayamsevaks of Veer Bhagat Singh evening
Shakha at Ghatladaki village in Satpuda hills under
Nandurbar district of Maharashtra constructed a
three km road from their village to Devi Mata
Mandir. A Jatra festival (special puja) of Devi Mata is
organised during Navratras in Ashwin and Chaitra months
every year. A large number of devotees join it. The number
of female devotees is more than the male devotees. Women
from adjoining villages also join the festival in large number.
Till some time back the way leading to the temple was
in very poor condition and it was difficult for anyone to even
walk on that. For sick or the old age devotees the journey
was very painful. Therefore, the swayamsevaks decided to
build a road there. The road is, however, still kaccha, but it
is in perfect condition and the devotees do not face any
difficulty. The work has been done with the help of the
village youth.
The initiative was appreciated by one and all. The work
has been finished in a very short duration. Those who are
happiest the most after this work are the village’s old age
people who had to undergo many hardships for going to the
temple. Now they can go for darshan of the goddess without
difficulty. Earlier, the people used to be very alert while
walking, because there was very possibility of accident. But
now the devotees move while dancing and singing the songs
in praise of the goddess. The swayamsevaks also received
full cooperation and guidance of the senior swayamsevaks in

HEALTH CENTRE BY

NIGHT SHAKHA

this task.
Similarly, the
evening shakha
also organised
district level Kho
Kho competition
in February 2011. Prant Pracharak Shri Yogesh Bapat and
Vibhag Karyavah Shri Shailesh were present at the prize
distribution function. Their presence encouraged the
swayamsevaks.
The same shakha also organised an eye check up camp
in Amarawati with the cooperation of Mahatma Eye
Hospital. The camp was organised on September 12, 2010
and many people from adjoining villages took benefit of it.
More than 100 patients were identified and treated in the
camp. The camp was inaugurated by vice chairman of
Amarawati District Panchayat Shri Santosh Bhau Mahayame.
Shri Bapu Saheb Deshmukh Bagarwadi was the chief guest
on the occasion. The cataract surgery of the patients was
conducted free of cost at Mahatma Hospital.
Similarly, a blood donation camp was organised in
Ghatladaki Mandal on the occasion of Ganesh festival. The
camp was organised on September 21, 2012 and a total of
58 youth donated blood. The Sangh Shakha in Ghatladaki
village is around 10 years old. The village is situated near
Madhya Pradesh border. The shakha is now the most power
centre of the village.


Madhav night shakha at Sanjay Nagar of Dharangaon teshil in Jalgaon
district started a health centre in the Sewa Basti. The health centre
was inaugurated in the presence of Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi
on Varsh Pratipada day in 2011. The locality where the centre was
started had majority of the population of economically deprived
people. Doctors come to the centre for two days in a week—Tuesday
and Friday and give medicines to the patients. Normally, 30-35
patients are given medicines on a day. The health centre is managed
by business class swayamsevaks of the shakha. There is monthly
meeting of the sewa team of the shakha. A day long health camp is
also organised on behalf of the health centre. Highly qualified MD
doctors examine the patients at the camp. The problems of women
are also looked after. Special medicines are given to those who are
found anemic. In the last health camp, a total of 278 patients were
examined and given medicines for different ailments.
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Study Centre of

SHENDURNI
S

hendurni is a village in
Jalgaon
district
of
Maharashtra. A study centre
was started here in 1994 by
swayamsevaks so that the students
who cannot study at home due to any
reason can study there properly. Some
students were not able to focus on
their studies due to poor supply of the
electricity.
Therefore,
the
swayamsevaks started this centre at
the second floor of Rani Lakshmibai
Mahila Pant Sanstha Bank with the
active cooperation of the Bank
employees.
In the beginning, only 5-6 students
of nearby houses came. But today this
number has increased to 25. An
inverter has been installed there so
that the light does not discontinue.
Therefore, the students can study for
sometime without any difficulty. All the
arrangements of the centre like
cleaning, drinking water, cleaning of
toilets, etc. are done by the students
themselves. Only the students who
belong to economically deprived
families and have no proper
arrangements of study at home are
given preference in the centre. The
study centre is purely free.
The prime objective of the study
centre was to help the students of
economically
deprived
families.
Although, such an objective was not
defined in the beginning and the
project was started just to help the
needy students. Some highly qualified
students have also now started helping
the students in their studies. They
thought that the students of deprived
families should not leg behind in their
studies and they should also make
58

equal progress.
This is a fact that if any work
is done with a planned objective,
its evaluation is easy. Good thing
is that every batch of the centre
is scoring well. Some of the students
who studied here achieved first
division and good scores in their
schools and colleges. All the students
of first batch achieved over 65 per cent
marks. Shri Kundan Chaudhary, who
was then Vidyarthi Vistarak, stood first
in his college in 2004. He basically
studied in this centre.
Similarly, in 2005 and 2006 all the
students scored over 70 per cent
marks. A youth Anil Patil scored more
than 78 per cent marks in 2007 and
2008 in his college. He studied in this
centre only. Similarly, a student scored
75 per cent marks in his college in
2009. Some of the students who
studied here are now doing good jobs.
The study centre attracted a large
number of students for studies. Some
of them also joined the shakhas after
the studies.
Another new experiment was
conduct. Five groups of swayamsevaks
were created and along with new
swayamsevaks an old swayamsevak
was associated who then conducted
five shakhas in the village. All the
shakhas worked well. This was proved
with the participation of the youth in
the Hindu Sammelan organised then.
The presence of youth was also
encouraging in the training camps.
Then many of the new workers were
sent as Vistaraks at Mandal,
subdivision and taluka level during
summer
vacations.
All
these
experiments helped in the expansion of
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Every batch of the Centre
is scoring well. Some
achieved first division and
good scores in their
schools and colleges,
while some are now doing
good jobs.

the Sangh work. The study centre is still
going on.

Other sewa activities

Apart from the Study Centre, the
swayamsevaks also conduct some
other sewa activities in the village.
Here is a brief report of those activities:

Shoe arrangement

The city of Shendurni is also known as
Pratipandharpur. A yatra is organised
here for the last about 300 years. A
Palaki of Shri Ramchandraji is taken out
on the chariot, which is moved in the
entire village. People from many
surrounding villages come to see it. The
swayamsevaks
have
active
participation in the management of the
yatra. When the people come for the
event on Ashadh Ekadasi, the
swayamsevaks make arrangements for
safeguarding their shoes and slippers.
They also look after the arrangement
of drinking water.
The devotees have to form a
queue for darshan of Shri Trivikram
Maharaj. The swayamsevaks offer
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drinking water to the devotees
standing in the queues. The
arrangement of the swayamsevaks is
so perfect that their help is sought in
many other social functions and
activities also. The work of managing
shoes and slippers is going on for the
last 12 years.

Similarly, when Chikungunia
spread in the village in 2007-08, a
senior Sangh worker, Dr Digambar
Bhau Bari, provided free medicines to
the victims. The swayamsevaks
ensured the supply of the medicine in
every house. Apart from it, the
swayamsevaks also cleaned the old

temple of the village. During the Pran
Pratishtha at historic Tukadoji Maharaj
temple in Shendurni city, the
swayamsevaks look after food
arrangements for the devotees. This
work
is
also
done
during
Mahashivratri, Hanuman Jayanti,
etc.


Guru Govind Prabhat Shakha of Jalgaon

EXPERIMENTS OF MULTIFARIOUS SEWA ACTIVITIES

Guru Govind Singh Prabhat Shakha of Jalgaon remains in the news
throughout the city. The reason for discussion is the multifarious
sewa activities undertaken by it. These activities are being run for
the last 40 years. Prominently, the following sewa activities are
conducted by the shakha:

Service of patients

Under this project the economically deprived and needy patients
visiting the general hospital of the city are helped. Apart from
helping in procuring medicines they are also helped in the overall
treatment. Meals is also provided free of cost to those patients
who come out of the city. Special care is done of those patients
who are alone or are neglected. They are also properly helped and
guided throughout the treatment.

Useful equipments library for patients

Some equipments in the medical profession or during the ailment
period are useful for a short duration. They are useless especially
when the patient recovers. A library of such equipments is run by
the swayamsevaks. For example, one needs the help of a walker
when one gets fracture. When the person gets well, the walker
becomes useless.
Therefore, the swayamsevaks decided to provide such
equipments free of cost to the patients and when they get well
they return them to the library. It is a unique experiment, which
not only reduces the medical expenses of the patients but also
present a positive picture of the swayamsevaks. It is very useful
for those economically deprived patients who cannot afford the
costly treatment.

Medical Centre

In order to provide medical facilities to all sections of the society,
a medical centre is run by the swayamsevaks. Here all diagnosis
and check up are done free of cost. Only Rs 10 are charged for the
medicines and other facilities. Specialists are invited at the Centre

on every Sunday to provide state of the art medical facilities to
the people. The specialists include pediastricians, gynecologist,
eye expert, etc. The Centre also conducts health camps in
different areas of the city. These camps include camps for cataract
patients, women related disease, dental ailments, etc. Specialist
doctors are invited for the treatment of the patients in such
camps.

Sanskar Kendra and Study Centre

The swayamsevaks are always alert for promoting good habits
among the children. A Sanskar Kendra has been started to impart
good samskars. The activities of the Kendra include different kinds
of Vedic and Sanatan Dharma prayers, stories promoting moral
values, etc. They are encouraged to be an ideal citizen of the
nation. Under the same project, a study centre for children and a
library for teenage students are run. About 800 inspiring books
have been collected here. The financial help for all these activities
is provided by the Jankalyan Samiti. The Jankalyan Samiti has
started a four months special drive to promote these activities.

Awakening, women empowerment and saving
schemes

This is entirely dedicated for women empowerment and also
helping them to become good citizens of the nation. Every
interested woman is landed Rs 20,000 for starting any activity. It
helps them to become economically self-reliant. Many other
socially useful activities are also conducted. They include drinking
water, tree plantation, sweets distribution on Diwali, food
distribution on Ambedkar birth anniversary, etc.
There is special significance of donation from Shravan to
Kartik months in Hindu calendar. For this duration, the Jankalyan
Samiti has provided gullak in 1000 houses so that the family can
collect at least Re one every day. The prime objective behind this
project is to apprise the people of the sewa activities run by the

Samiti in different regions of the state.
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A movement for

TULSI
PLANTATION
T

GUJARAT

he sewa activities in Gujarat began with the
official beginning of the RSS Sewa Vibhag in
1980s. The beginning of the Sewa Vibhag was
basically streamlining the work, as some
activities had already begun. Now there were particular
guidelines to follow. The swayamsevaks started
contributing in all the activities as per their capacity.
With the passage of time as they learnt many things,
they took up many other projects and the society also
started joining them. Some new kinds of activities
keeping in view the needs of the people were added in

the existed work. The shakha-based sewa work
emerged out of that process only. Sangh shakha is
basically a training and energy generating centre. Many
activities for bringing people together begin from here
only. Here is a report about the activities conducted by
swayamsevaks in Rajkot Mahanagar:

campaign for Tulsi plantation in the Basti. Before the
campaign, large quantity of Tulsi plants are prepared.
The swayamsevaks of Anand Nagar Prabhat shakha also
join Natraj Nagar shakha in this task. Under this activity,
the swayamsevaks took some plants in a vehicle and
visit some pre-fixed families, while singing bhajans. The
family members are ready and the Tulsi sapling is
planted with full respect and proper pujan. After that,
the aarti of Vishnupriya is conducted and then after
getting the prasad they return home. In 2012, such
saplings were planted in more than 50 families.

Development of forest by Karan Prabhat
Shakha of Vardhman Nagar

There is a public library in this shakha area. Adjoining
the library was a big piece of land, which was not in the
use for long time. The swayamsevaks sought
permission for tree plantation from the local
administration. When the permission was received,
they planted different types of useful saplings there. It
included 75 trees of medicinal value. Today when it has
grown up, the forest has become highly useful for the
local people. It not only provides shade to the tired
passerby during the heat, but also is an entertainment
centre for children and old age people. Some people
also come here in the morning for neem brush. The
local administration has declared it reserved forest. The
participation of local people has also been encouraging
in this task. In the first three years, the swayamsevaks
had to work hard for this project.


Natraj Nagar Prabhat Shakha

Many activities are conducted by this shakha every
year in the nearby Sewa Basti. When the Vedic
yajna was organised there, a total of 49 couples
joined it as yajman. A total of 159 people attended
the yajna. Every family had come with prasad. The
other arrangements were made by the
swayamsevaks.
During the rainy season, there is a big
60
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Madhuvan Prabhat Shakha

T

BLOOD DONATION AND
TESTING CAMP

he Madhuvan Prabhat shakha of the Mahanagar conducts blood donation and blood testing camps on every Rishi
Panchami. It is basically the death anniversary of senior activist the late Lakshmanrao Inamdar. The camp is
organised to pay him tribute. Apart from the swayamsevaks, some local people also join it in large number.
Apart from it, this shakha has also planted 150 medicinal plants at the Sangh Sthan itself. A total 144 of them
grew properly. The local people in the shakha area are benefited of them. The trees not only made the local atmosphere
healthier and beautiful but also increased the number of birds. Some time back, the local administration granted this land
to a private company for building a multi-story Mall. First they tried to cut all the trees, but later they proposed that all the
trees can safely be shifted at other places. The administration had even issued orders to that effect. But the people strongly
objected to it. They registered their protest through democratic and peaceful means. Finally, the administration had to
rethink over its decision and the trees are now safe.

Chakarkotda Shakha of Eastern Kutch

W

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CREMATORIUM

hen we think about any crematorium, we normally
get a frightening picture in our mind. The
swayamsevaks of Chakarkotda village in East Kutch
took up a project for renovating the crematorium.
The shakha here began about seven years back. The
swayamsevaks took the local villagers together and started
the work for converting the crematorium into a beautiful
place.
First, some trees were planted there. Then some
potholes were filled. Over 60 saplings of different varieties
were planted. Proper arrangements were made for their
irrigation also. Then the local people also came together and

offered help. Then they all decided to develop the
crematorium, which was then in a very bad shape. The
swayamsevaks constituted a committee and started
development activities with the permission of the Gram
Panchayat.
The work of building the boundary wall, rooms for
woods, water tap, big main gate, stone chairs etc. began.
Again some more trees were planted. The local MLA was
requested to build a CC road from village to the
crematorium. The result of all these activities is that the
swayamsevaks still play a key role in all village development
activities.
(Janakbhai Dave)
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Madhav Shakha, Bikaner

ONCE INFAMOUS SPOT,

RAJASTHAN

M

T

NOW THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL GARDEN
adhav morning and evening shakhas of Junagarh
Nagar in Bikaner have started some service activities
for some time. These activities have displayed a very
different form of the swayamsevaks in the locality
and also among the local people. It is relevant to
mention here about a place which was deserted for
about 12 years. The swayamsevaks gave it the form of
a garden.
This place once used to be the spot of anti-social
elements. Even before the sun set, a large group of
addicts gathered here and then what happened made
every sensible person to avoid going there. Therefore,
it was very difficult for women to pass through that
place. It was also the favourite destination for some
stray cattle.
With the active cooperation of local people, the
swayamsevaks first removed the stray cattle from the
ground and then constituted a committee for its
development. The work began with planting of
saplings. As the saplings grew within one year, the spot

CLEANING OF GOUSHALA IN JALOR

he swayamsevaks of evening shakha in Harji
village in Jalor provide healthy and inspiring
books to the people in shakha area. They also
clean the local goushala every week. The people
have much regard to the cows. The villagers have applauded
all these activities.
Similarly, the swayamsevaks of Shri Ram Shakha in
Dungarpur town under Bikaner district look after the trees.
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started looking greener. Now it is the most beautiful park of
Bikaner, where people from all over the city visit. It has been
named as Ganga Golden Park or the Gole Park. A walking stretch
for elderly people has also been built. The secretary of Prak
committee is Shri Mohan Singh, who is an old swayamsevak.
Apart from it, the swayamsevaks also clean the premises of
local Karni Mata Mandir and Hanuman Mandir. The
swayamsevaks of the evening Madhav shakha look after
arrangements for Ganesha Mandir Mela organised at historical
Junagarh Fort on every Wednesday. Thousands of devotees visit
the temple during the Mela. The swayamsevaks ensure that the
entire process of darshan is smooth. Both the local people and
the temple committee appreciate it. The same Madhav Shakha
also runs a library where apart from inspiring books, some
magazines are also available. The books are issued to all—
women, children or the other interested people. The books are
taken back after three days. The swayamsevaks also extend full
cooperation in the spiritual events organised in the city like 108
Kundaliya yajna, Shri Bhagwat Katha, etc.
(Rajendra Singh)

A swayamsevak of the shakha, who is also Vibhag Sewa
Pramukh, runs a Samskar Kendra in the Sewa Basti. The
swayamsevaks of Prabhat shakha in Pali serve drinking water
at railway station during the summers. Similarly, the workers
of Bajrang Prabhat Shakha look after the arrangements of
temple. The Panini Praudh Shakha of Ganga Nagar runs a
Samskar Kendra. These activities have strengthened the
involvement of local people in Sangh work.
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Jaipur

Parikrama route of BIHARIJI TEMPLE turned green

T

he swayamsevaks of different shakhas have
started different sewa activities in Jaipur Prant.
Some of them are as follows:
The swayamsevaks of Prabhat Shakha in
Bharatpur decided to start a sewa activity in July 2012.
After thorough discussion, it was decided to plant saplings
on parikrama route of Bihariji temple. The parikrama route
is about 2.5 km long and there are many small and big
temples both sides. The work began with planting a sapling
by the then District Collector Shri Gaurav Goel. Till now,
over 1000 saplings have been planted on the route of
around 1.5 km route. The work is done on every Friday,
which is celebrated as Sewa Diwas by the shakha.
Normally, there are 20 to 25 swayamsevaks in the
group which works every week. They first remove the bush
and then plant the saplings. All the saplings, mostly five

kinds including neem, Karanj, Arjun, Jamun and Kadamb,
have been provided by the forest department and the
municipal committee. The saplings have also been covered
with tree guards. Perhaps this is the reason that majority
of the trees are growing perfectly and there is minimal
damage by animals or the visitors.
The swayamsevaks also conduct shramdan and
cleaning of the temples, which falls within the parikrama
route. Since all the trees are properly looked after, over 80
per cent of them have grown. Bharatpur Sudhar Nyas (UIT)
municipal council, Bharat Vikas Parishad and Lions Club
help in watering the trees through tankers. Apart from it,
the devotees who visit the temple or conduct the
parikrama also help in this work. The initiative of the
swayamsevaks has been applauded by all. Now many local
people have also come forward for help in the project. 

TREE PLANTATION TURNS INTO A MISSION

S

hri
Rambharose,
a
swayamsevak from Keshav
Nagar Praudh shakha of
Ganganagar city, pledged
to plant 2000 trees during the Sangh
Shiksha Varga of 2007. After the
Varga, he discussed the matter with
other swayamsevaks and with the
active cooperation of like-minded
people he started planting saplings in
temples, crematorium, schools,

hospitals, goushala premises, etc.
So far he has planted around
1500 saplings. Prominent among
them include Peepal, Bad, Neem,
Karanj, Amla, Kadamb, etc. Majority
of the saplings planted years back
have now grown into trees. He
receives full cooperation of the
swayamsevaks and other local people
in looking after and watering the
trees.

He pays full attention to the trees
during morning and evening. Apart
from it, Tulsi plants have also been
distributed among 250 families. While
working in the Railways, Shri
Rambharoseji had developed a
garden in Kutch Gandhi Dham, which
was then praised by all.
He still loves trees and feels it his
duty to plant more and more trees,
wherever he finds the opportunity. 
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Sanskar Kendra in the
Sewa Basti

Bhag Sewa Pramukh Dr Rampal and the swayamsevaks of
Shivaji Prabhat shakha in Shivaji Nagar (Jaipur) decided to
start satsang programme in the Kachchi Basti. Dr Rampal
and a local social activist Smt Sitadevi provided free land
for installing an idol of Lord Hanuman. Hence, a grand idol
of Hanuman was installed there in June 2009. A satsang is
organised there everyday. Good number of people of the
Basti join it. There are special satsang on every Tuesdays

and Saturdays. A temple has been built there with the
cooperation of NRI Shri Ashok Manmukhani and Dr
Rampal.
A Samskar Kendra has also now been started here.
Local children take benefit of it. The local people actively
help in this project. The impact of the Sanskar Kendra can
be witnessed here among the children and their family
members.


STATUE OF MAHARANA PRATAP INSTALLED

Bhagwatgarh Prabhat Shakha is very old in
Sawaimadhopur. A swayamsevak of this
shakha Shri Badrilalji is now Prant Gram
Vikas Pramukh. He once encouraged the
swayamsevaks to start sewa activity. After
discussion, they unanimously decided to
install a statue of Maharana Pratap on top
of the Bhagwatgarh school building so that the new
generations can draw inspiration from the great patriotic
personality. Its cost was Rs two lakh.
During the Vishwa Mangal Gou Gram Yatra in 2009,
the swayamsevaks also decided to build a goushala with
the cooperation of the villagers. In the beginning the
goushala was started in the premises of a villager. Later,
the state government provided four bigha land for it. First

a nine feet high boundary of the plot was
done and then two sheds for the cows
were built. All expenses of the goushala
are met by the swayamsevaks. There are
about 100 cows in the goushala.
The Village Panchayat has dug a well
inside the goushala. Fodder is provided
by the villagers. The swayamsevaks and the villagers jointly
make all arrangements for it. There are efforts to make the
goushala self-reliant in coming days. Therefore, the focus
is on preparing cow based products. There is demand for
such products. Some activists of the goushala have been
imparted training and they are soon going to start the
work on large scale.


SUNDER KAND RECITATION IN EVERY HOUSE

Madhopur Prabhat Shakha of Sawaimadhopur: During the birth centenary year of
Shri Guruji efforts were made to connect the shakhas with local issues. It was with
this objective that the evening Milan Kendra of Patel Nagar in new Housing Board,
which later converted into a regular shakha, started group recitation of Sunder
Kand in every house of the Basti. The work began on December 15, 2009. Now it
is regularly conducted on every Tuesday. The maximum presence in the weekly
get together has been 129. It has already been organised in over 100 families of the
Basti irrespective of caste. Arrangements for prasad are made by the host family.
The recitation is musical and always begins on fixed time. Apart from it, a
yajna is also held once a year, which is attended by hundreds of local people. There
are some people who have never missed any of the recitation since beginning. This
event is organised on large scale on April 29 at Shri Sankatmochan Hanuman Temple, Patel Nagar. People of the locality
distribute free copies of the Sunder Kand to the devotees. The religious awakening is being generated through many
other activities also.
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Prahladpur Basti of South Delhi

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING THROUGH ÂSUNDER KANDÊ

DELHI

The recitation of Sunder
Kand is proving like a magic
in Prahladpur Basti of South
Delhi. It is conducted every
week in different families.
The project was basically
started three years back by
the local Sangh shakha.
Since then it is
organised regularly. About
50 families of the Basti are
actively associated with the
activity. The selection of
the family, where it has to
be
organised
next,
depends
upon
the
willingness
of
the
interested family. After

T

deciding the name of the
family the devotees are
informed in advance. All
arrangements for the
activity are made by the
host family. All members
of the host family come
together for it.
The recitation is
done on the tune of
harmonium,
dholak,
tabla, etc. In the end,
prasad is distributed. The
activity
not
only
generated
spiritual
awakening in the Basti,
but also brought many
new families together. 

he Bajrang Shakah of Preet Vihar Nagar started
some inspiring experiments in South Ganesh
Nagar Basti. The swayamsevaks of both the
Praudh and Tarun shakhas formed groups of
four swayamsevaks involving three swayamsevaks in
each group and by visiting the families they collect
unused medicines. All the collected medicines are
stored in Sewa Bharati office where they are segregated
and also their expiry date is properly checked. Then the

medicines are distributed among the needy patients.
In the beginning people were seen reluctant to
grant the unused medicines. But after persuasion they
agreed. Later, some women were ready to give
medicines after purchasing from the market. But the
swayamsevaks stopped them requesting to give the
medicines when they will be required by any needy
person. When such needy people approach for help,
the help of such people is taken.

South Ganesh Nagar
Shakha of Indraprastha
District

Collection
of unused
MEDICINES
from

FAMILIES
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Shiv Shakha, Kanjhawala

ENSURING
MEDICINES
TO THE NEEDY

T

here are people in the society who after getting well
throw away the unused medicines into dustbin. But
at the same time there are people who die in want
of medicines, as they do not have money for
purchasing the medicines. Shiv Shakha of Kanjhawala
thought of both the categories of the people and decided to
start some constructive activities.
In order to help the needy people, they started
contacting the families for collection of unused medicines.
The work was done on every Wednesday. Different groups

of the swayamsevaks normally visit 30 to 40 families and
collect medicines. All the medicines are handed over to Sewa
Bharati dispensary in Geetanagar.
A woman, Rekha Singh, who works in Rajiv Gandhi
Cancer Institute of Rohini, came forward and started
collecting medicines by involving some other women of her
localtiy. She collects the medicines on Sundays and hand
over them to Sewa Bharati dispensary. Now some people
have started approaching the swayamsevaks themselves.
These medicines have developed a hope in the life of those
who were suffering due to shortage of medicines.
(Ram Singh)

BEST USE OF EXCESS MEALS IN PARTIES

A large quantity of food is wasted in
wedding or similar such parties. Shri
Gulshan decided to make best use of
it—providing to those who are
deprived of food. In the beginning, the
idea did not click many, not even his
own family members. Therefore,
people avoided him. Some also made
fun of him, while some distanced. But
now there is much applause.

A swayamsevak, Shri Gulshan in Kalkaji area of Delhi runs
a grocery shop. Sometime back he realised that a large
quantity of food is wasted in wedding or similar other
parties. He decided to make best use of it—providing to
those who are deprived of the food. In the beginning, the
idea did not click many, not even his own family members.
Therefore, people avoided him. Some even made fun of
him while some distanced. But today the impact of his
work can be seen all over Delhi. The boards displaying his
address and telephone number can be seen anywhere on
Delhi roads. It is a matter of discussion at many places.
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Now he has arranged a van for carrying the food. He
provides this meal to the lepers or to the hostels. Many
people have come together with him.
Similarly, another swayamsevak of Karol Bagh runs his
own IT Company. While visiting any hospital or passing
nearby the hospital he thought that there are many
patients who have no attendant. Therefore they have to
face many hardships. Those who are handicapped or old
age have to undergo many sufferings. Thinking all these,
he started helping the destitute patients in Loknayak
Hospital. Many times people thought that he has no work
at home. But when they came to know that he is owner of
an IT company, they wondered. Then they too came
forward to help the patients. They help the patients in
every condition.
Work for the lepers is not an easy task because of
some misconceptions prevailing in the society. But even
then the former Sanghachalak of Krishna Vihar, Manniya
Shrikantji, dedicated his life to the service of lepers. Proving
all the misconceptions wrong he serves the lepers along
with more than 250 swayamsevaks. Similarly, a worker in
Shiv Vihar Basti serves the cows. A swayamsevak serves
the injured. Now his daughter-in-law also helps him in this
work.
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Mahavir Shakha of Trinagar

I

am a swayamsevak of Mahavir shakha in Trinagar
under Keshavpuram district. Despite many efforts,
the Tulsi plant at our home did not grow. My
mother was very upset over it. She said if Tulsi does not
grow in the house, it means the family deities are angry. I
also wondered over it and thought why the mother thinks
so deep about a plant. Later, I realised that the thinking of
my mother was very scientific. Because Tulsi is the only
plant in the world that gives oxygen round the clock. Just
the presence of the plant is enough to kill the bacterias of
Malaria and many such diseases. According to Ayurveda,
Tulsi is useful in curing or preventing about 180 diseases.
Therefore, I decided to propagate it among the
people. It is necessary because the modern education
system is killing our traditional knowledge. I raised this
matter before the fellow swayamsevaks in the shakha on Sewa Diwas. I said just the distribution of one Tulsi plant will
serve many purposes at a time. It not only help in protecting environment but will also generate self-respect to the nation
and our way of worship i.e. Hinduism. People will get good health. All the swayamsevaks were agreed to it. Therefore, the
campaign was named “Tulsi is revered, but do you know, why?”
Some pamphlets were printed and distributed in parks, localities and also the families. While going to meet the people
for this purpose, we also carried some plants, which were given to the families who did not have any such plant. The
campaign began in 2003 and till now more than 3000 families have been contacted. Equally, over 3000 Tulsi saplings have
been distributed. Today, our family also got the blessings of Mata Tulsi and the plant does not dry even in winters.
(Balkrishna)

S

ome people living in the
Sewa Bastis are sometimes
trapped in bad habits, which
directly affect their families,
children and above all their own
health. It happens due to lack of
proper education and samskars. The
people trapped in such bad habits
stop thinking about their families and
think only for themselves. The
condition of a large number of
families in Krishna Vihar Basti in
Kanjhawala district was the same.
When male members did not work,
the women had to earn bread and
butter for the family. Therefore,
majority of the women left home in

Eklavya Shakha, Kanjhawala

ANTI-ADDICTION
CAMPAIGN
the morning itself. The only task for
the male members was to drink in the
morning and waste the entire day in
gambling, playing cards or fighting
each other. They also fight with the
children and the wife at night. The
fighting or abusing scene was
common in majority of the families. It
had almost become a habit.
The swayamsevaks of Eklavya
Shakha discussed the matter deeply

and decided to conduct anti-addiction
campaign every week. They decided
to conduct Sunder Kand recitation on
every Tuesday and after the function
an oath of anti-addiction was
administered. The activity began on
every Tuesday. As a result, those who
are habitual of taking liquor also
started joining the Sunder Kand due
to devotion. Some who used to
consume gutkha, biri etc. also
stopped them. Some have pledged
not to take them on Tuesday. The
father of a swayamsevak abandoned
consuming liquor after joining the
Sunder Kand.
(Ram Singh)
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

CLOUD BURST IN LEH

JAMMU & KASHMIR

REBUILDING LADAKH
AFTER CATASTROPHE

When the governments, both state and central,
were busy in formulating plans for starting
rehabilitation activities in Ladakh, which
witnessed nature’s havoc in the midnight of
August 6, 2010, the Sangh swayamsevaks had
handed over 80 houses and 90 water mills to
the flood victims. They also extended help to a
large number of students in their studies. Apart
from it, they have set up a health centre in
Solar Colony.

P

opular as mini
Switzerland, LehLadakh valley of
Jammu & Kashmir
attracts tourists from across
the world. People live here at
the height of 9000 to 18,000
ft. Spread in five valleys, the
region is significant in many
ways, including strategic, cultural,
geographical and spiritual. But the
midnight of August 6, 2010 came as
death for the people of this region. It
started raining in the evening of August
5 itself. It was however more than the
average rain. Despite that people were
sitting patiently in their homes
unaware of the game that the nature
was to play with them.
At sharp midnight (12.15 am), the
clouds burst as if there was a firing by
bofors gun. It started heavily raining. In
a matter of minutes the cries of people
started coming. The nature had started
playing havoc in the form of cloud
burst. The damage in Choglamsar was
beyond one’s imagination. A RSS
training camp was going on there in
68

Bharatiya Vidya Niketan School. There
were 28 young shiksharthis in the
camp. Since the camp was to conclude
next day on August 7, majority of the
swayamsevaks enjoyed the evening.
They had just starting taking rest after
finishing the evening activities.
The entire Varga was talking rest.
Vibhag Karyavah Shri Vijay Chhiring and
Vibhag Pracharak Dr Anil Kumar were
trying to sleep after discussing the odds
of the weather. Sharp at 12.25, the
telephone of Anilji started ringing.
After getting the bad news, he was
trying to console the informer.
Meanwhile, Vijayji also got up and
stunned to get the news. They both ran
outside but caught in the quagmire.
Vibhag Pracharak Anilji somehow got
Vijayji out of the quagmire. Then they
first took all the shiksharthis at safe
place and then started relief activities
at night itself.
School principal Shri Gopal Thakur
was also called immediately. After
forming two teams, they all started
relief and rescue activities then itself.
Anilji was first to inform the media in
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Delhi and Jammu about the
catastrophe. Jammu Sangh Karyalaya
was also informed. Prant Sewa
Pramukh Shri Jaidev Singh was then in
Assam. He was also informed about the
incident and was requested to return
immediately. The swayamsevaks, in
association with the army personnel,
had then saved the lives of many
people. The work of searching the dead
bodies was also started till the noon of
August 7. Family members of many
swayamsevaks were injured in the
havoc, but they continued to work in
the relief operation saving the lives of
the people.
Bharatiya Vidya Niketan School
hostel was converted into a relief
centre, where food, clothes and first
aid was provided to the victims. The
hospital of Leh, radio station, mobile
communication network, airport, etc

JAMMU & KASHMIR

all were fully ruined. This region was
cut off from the entire world. The
teams of the swayamsevaks were busy
in helping the victims in hospitals and
other relief centres.
Sah Prant Pracharak Shri Ramesh
Pappa reached there in noon. A
meeting was called in the evening.
After discussing the matter in Jammu, a
relief committee was formed under the
chairmanship of Brig. (retd) Shri Suchet
Singh. The team of Leh was also got
activated and the work of relief and
rescue started in villages. The relief
committee consisted of the workers
from Sewa Bharati, Vidya Bharati,
Ladakh Fande Hogspa, Vidyarthi
Parishad, Rashtra Sevika Samiti and
many other organisatons. Prant Sewa
Pramukh Shri Jaidev Singh somehow
reached Leh on August 8 and he took
the entire relief operation work in his

command. The activists of Sevika
Samiti were deployed in the army
hospital. The victims were provided
clothes and the daily essential material
forthwith. The team of Dolkar and
Nirmala served the patients at army
hospital for many days.
Meanwhile, the relief material and
food items got short in Leh.
Immediately the material was brought
from Chandigarh and Delhi through
army helicopters and was distributed
among the victims. The entire relief
material was provided to the victims
with full impartiality day and night. It
was also appreciated by the local
administration. The 60 people trapped
in Varselumba village of Skrabuchan
were rescued by blasting a mountain
through dynamite.
After controlling the situation on
ground, Shri Jaidevji rushed to Delhi
and with the help of Rashtriya Sewa
Bharati collected rupees one crore.
People from across the country started
contacting for help. The head office of
the relief committee was set up in Leh,
where a team of Manu Mittal, Tashi
Sempal and others was registering the
names of the victims. The other
swayamsevaks were consoling the
family members of the victims.
Four teams of about 60
swayamsevaks each were working in
different regions. They mostly engaged
in services at hospital, air port for
collecting the relief material, speaking
to the local administration, collecting
information about the victims and also
providing relief material. The
swayamsevaks reached each and every
village of Leh with relief material. They
had only one mission to find out the
victims and help them, even though
majority of them did not have basic
resources and facilities.
Shri Chhiring Dorje, chairman of
Ladakh Hill Autonomous Council, was
in touch of the administration. He
inspected the relief operation.

Hundreds of voluntary organisations
came in front for help. But the
administration indirectly trusted only
on the Sangh. The administration was
asked to build some houses for the
victims immediately. But the Council
and other organisations expressed
inability to build the houses on such a
short notice. Then a team of
swayamsevaks under the leadership
of RSS Vibhag Pracharak Dr Anil told
the government to allow them to
build the house. He said the Sewa
Bharati would build 50 houses on the
shortest notice. He also announced
to provide 50 water mills and to
rehabilitate the small shopkeepers. He
not only made the announcement but
also started the work forthwith. By
November 2010, 50 houses were built
and handed over to the victims. More
than 110 small shopkeepers were also
rehabilitated.
Everybody was stunned to see how all
it happened on such a short notice,
where the government was still busy in
making plans only. By May 2011, 80
houses, 90 water mills and three
houses for Lamas had been handed
over to the beneficiaries. Apart from it,
2o students were helped in their
studies for two years.
A health centre was set up in Solar
Colony. The swayamsevaks walked up
to She, Choglamsar, Kiyang, Sabu,
Skrabuchan, Eegu, Kharu, Karu,
Janskar, Beama villages and provided
relief to the flood victims. Moved with
the
self-less
work
of
the
swayamsevaks, the Army honoured the
Sewa Bharati and Ladakh Fonde
Hogspa as the best voluntary
organisations of Ladakh. The entire
relief operation was carried out under
the supervision of Hogspa president
and RSS Zila Pracharak Shri Rinchen
Tundun. The administration also
applauded the work of the
swayamsevaks. It earned the trust of
even the RSS opponents.
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Varanasi
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ENSURING BLOOD
FOR EVERY NEEDY

70

We all are aware how important is
blood in case of an accident or
surgery. If the blood of desired
group is unavailable in an
emergency condition, what fatal
can happen too is known to all? But
the bigger question is where to get
the blood, whom to approach and
how to arrange it when one needs
it? Keeping in view all these
questions the swayamsevaks of
Amarpuri shakha in Varanasi have
started organising a blood donation
camp on January 23, the birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose every year. The
blood collected in the camp is
made available free of cost to all
the needy patients round the clock
without any discrimination of

caste, creed or community. This
experiment has saved the lives of
hundreds of people. Whoever
approached anytime is tried to be
helped.
Distribution of warm clothes in
winters
Similarly, the swayamsevaks
distribute warm clothes to the
needy persons during the winters.
A Keertan Mandali of women
performs keertan on Amavasya and
Purnima. About 30 women
participate in each keertan. This
keertan group has been named as
Madhav
Mahila
Sankeertan
Mandal. The swayamsevaks also
run a free study centre where the
students of 10th and 12th standard
are helped in their studies.


Varanasi

Food grain collection for

HOSTEL STUDENTS
M

ahesh Shakha of Kabir Basti in South Benaras has been a regular shakha since 2000. There is a good
team of trained swayamsevaks here. The Basti is surrounded by many industrial units. There is a
Sewa Basti in the shakha area. The swayamsevaks purchased a 400 sq. yards land for starting some
sewa activities. Many social activities were
started there. The major activity by the shakha
is collection of foodgrains for Vanvasi students
studying in hostels.
The foodgrain worth more than Rs 1.5 lakh was
collected last year. Similarly, the blankets
worth Rs 60,000 were distributed among the
needy people in Vanvasi areas last year. On
December 30, 2012, also some blankets, sarees
for women, slippers, etc. were distributed
among the people in Chandausi of Nauragh
district. A sahbhoj is organised in the Sewa
Basti on Makar Sankranti. A similar sahbhoj was
organised in Mandoli Sewa Basti on January 14,
this year. Over 125 people of the Basti from
Kabir Basti joined it.
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Goraksh Prant

Bajrang Prabhat Shakha of
Gharauli, Mau

Dispensary wins
THE HEART OF ALL
T

he Sangh shakha in Gharauli village under Mau
district of Uttar Pradesh is run since 2001.
Gharauli village is near the Ghosi Sugar Mill.
Therefore, people from different categories live
here. Khand Sanghachalak Shri Pramod Gupta had started
the shakha and named it as Bajrang Shakha. It witnessed
good presence of youth as it was basically started on the
request of the villagers. Majority of the swayamsevaks, who
attend the shakha, work in the Suagar Mill. There are also
some farmers and students.
During the birth centenary year of Shri Guruji in 2006,
the swayamsevaks decided to start a sewa activity here.
Following a discussion with all the swayamsevaks, a
homeopathic dispensary was started on Mahashivratri Day.
It was named as Maa Kali Arogra Kendra. The work basically
began under the leadership of Dr Manoj Gupta, who is a
swayamsevak since student age. He has been the district
secretary of Sewa Bharati. Presently, he is treasure of the
Sewa Bharati. He himself looks after the patients from 7.30
to 10.30 am on very Sunday. In the beginning there were
about 15-20 patients, but now the number has increased
from 80 to 250. Keeping in view the growing number of the
patients, now many other swayamsevaks also have started
helping Dr Gupta.

Patients from adjoining 8-10 villages come here for
consultations and medicines. Sometimes the patients from
other districts also come. Many critical patients have been
cured here. Many patients suffering from tuberculosis,
asthma, cervical, arthritis, skin, dengue, chinkungunia, etc.
have recovered. Five patients, who were rejected by PGI
Lucknow also got well. By and large more than 37,000
patients have so far been benefited through the dispensary.
Before the season of small pox, the vaccine drops were
administered to over 600 children in Gharauli, Chidut,
Bangavan, Singpur villages. The homeopathic medicine is
very effective. The huge number of patients turning to the
dispensary prove it.
The swayamsevaks also organised khichdi programme
on Makar Sankranti day with the people of the Sewa Basti.
The normal presence in such programmes has been about
200. A grand function is also organised on Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada every year to celebrate the New Year. Saffron
flags are also hoisted atop the houses. In the evening at
least five lamps are lighted in the temple. Then everybody
lights the lamps in their houses. The swayamsevaks have
also started the tradition of organising weekly recitation of
Sunder Kand in the Sugar Mill. At least 25 people are regular
in the event. It is organised on every Tuesday. It has been
applauded by all—employees and management
members.
This year some saplings were also planted
on environment day. The birthday of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar was observed on April 14. National
organising secretary of Rashtriya Sewa Bharati
Shri Sunder Lakshman was the chief guest in the
function.
Prant
Sewa
Pramukh
Shri
Yashodananda was present on the occasion as
distinguished guest. The event played a key role
in bridging the gap between the people of
different communities.
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Shivaji Prabhat Shakha, Nausadh Nagar, Gorakhpur

PERFORMING LAST RITES AND

SHRADDH KARMA

S

hivaji Shakha in Nausadh
Nagar of Gorakhpur is
conducted for the last 20
years. Majority of the
swayamsevaks
are
traders,
government servant or farmers. They
are very social. Apart from discharging
their family duties, they join the social
activities. There is a group of around 50
swayamsevaks who is always ready for
any type of social activity.
In 1998, when there was heavy
flood in the Rapti river, the
swayamsevaks saved the lives of many
people. At that time the flow of the
river was so huge that even the dam
washed away. The swayamsevaks tried
to stop the water throughout the night.
At that time the flood victims were
granted shelter in the local Saraswati
Shishu Mandir and Nirmal Junior High
School. They also made arrangements
for their meals and medicines.
Nausadh Nagar is very backward
economically,
socially
and
educationally. About 5 years back, a
family used to live in a hamlet made in
a guava garden. It was near Rapti river.
The family had no male member. They

worked as labourers to earn daily
bread. The lady head of the family
suddenly passed away. She had three
daughters. They herself performed the
last rites of the dead body at the
crematorium.
When
the
swayamsevaks got the news, they
rushed to the girls and performed the
remaining rites as per the rituals. Later,
they made all necessary arrangements
for them. After that incident, the
swayamsevaks made it a habit to
perform last rites of the economically
weak people. Some help is also
extended in other rituals. Now help is

After that incident, the
swayamsevaks made it a
habit to perform last rites
of the economically weak
people. Some help is also
extended in other rituals.
Now help is also granted
in the weddings of the
economically deprived
girls.

also granted in the weddings of
the economically deprived girls.
Sahbhoj (community meal) is
organised on Makar Sankranti
every year. In order to generate
religious
awakening
the
swayamsevaks also conduct
weekly keertan. First the weekly
Sunder Kand is recited and then
bhajan-keertan is conducted. It
takes about three hours to
complete the programme.
72
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There are about 35 people in the
Keertan Mandali. They together
perform the keertan on every Tuesday.
Normally, sahbhoj is organised on
every fifth Tuesday. Holi Milan is also
organised prior to Holi.
In order to promote education,
coaching centre and Sanskar Kendras
are run at four places in Nausadh
Nagar. Specially, the children are
educated at these Kendras who do not
attend the schools due to any reason.
So far 132 children have been
benefited. Apart from it, some children
who are weak in their studies also
attend the centre. A total of 155 such
children have been benefited so far.
These children attending the Sanskar
Kendras are also imparted training for
good manners and cleanliness. Their
parents are also educated for
education and health. The Sanskar
Kendras are mostly run by Smt Geeta
Majhwar, Saroj Majhwar, Kumari Ratna
Pasvan and Kumari Sangita Paswan.
The programmes of Independence Day
and Republic Day are organised at a big
level at all the Kendras. Annual
functions are also organised. Apart
from it, the swayamsevaks distributed
blankets to the needy people.
Some people go to Rapti river for
Chhata Puja. But there lacked
cleanliness at the Ghats. The
swayamsevaks cleaned the Ghat
before Puja and ensured that the
devotees do not face any difficulty.
That is why apart from cleaning the
ghats they also made arrangements for
light. Devotees were also offered tea in
the morning.
(Yashodananda)

UTTAR PRADESH

Lakhimpur Khiri

T

Serving the BANGLADESHI HINDU refugees

here is a village known as
Ravindra Nagar (Miyanpur)
about 10 km from
Mohamadi
tehsil
of
Lakhimpur Khiri. After Partition, some
Hindu refugees from Bangladesh were
settled here by the Government of
India. It was basically a forest and
deserted land. If it is now fertile and
developed, the credit goes to the hard
work of these people only. In order to

preserve their traditions, these people
built Durga Mandir, Radha Govind
Mandir and also a Kali Mandir.
The Sangh shakha is conducted in
the village since 15 years. First some
efforts were made to spread
education. The school started then
imparts education up to 12th
standard. An English medium school
has also been started. The shakha also
runs three cutting tailoring centres,

JHANSI

STRENGTHENING

SOCIAL
HARMONY
The Sarandha Prabhat Shakha
of Jhansi has proved to be an
important mediun of man
making. Apart from the
activities of self-reliance,
environment protection, some
Sanskar Kendras are also run.
There is a keertan mandali for
women. The best outcome of
the Sanskar Kendra is that the
children who did not go to the
schools have now joined
regular schools.
The swayamsevaks also
run some projects for
prohibition. Apart from health
training,
distribution
of
clothes, stationary, school
textbooks are also done to the
needy children. Community
meal is organised on Makar
Sankranti for social harmony.

A

five self-help groups, two health
camps, two Bhajan Mandalis,
agriculture workshops, first aid
centres, etc. For the last three years,
efforts have been made to resolve the
disputes in village itself. A large
number of trees have been planted in
the village. Akhil Bharatiya Gram Vikas
Pramukh Dr Dinesh has visited the
village.
(Devendra Asthana)

Ekal Vidyalaya of ABHIMANYU
PRABHAT SHAKHA, Jhansi

bhimanu Prabhat Shakha of Sipri Nagar in Jhansi is running since 1999.
Once the swayamsevaks while discussing an important issue in the
meeting saw some women fighting. After the meeting they visited the
Basti, where about 1500 people of different communities live.
After conducting study, the swayamsevaks started an Ekal Vidyalaya on Guru
Purnima Day in 2000. In the beginning, about 20-25 students attended the school.
Gradually, the workers got active support and the number of students increased.
Earlier, the students did not attend any school. Their parents too were not serious
for education. In majority of the families the atmosphere was very unhealthy—
consumption of liquor, abuses, fighting, etc. Gradually, the children started joining
the school.
The interaction of the Basti also increased with the swayamsevaks. Then the
need for starting a full-fledged school was felt. With the cooperation of the people
five rooms were built. Gradually, the number of the students also increased.
Presently, there are over 150 students in the school. Some of the students are now
studying in senior secondary classes.
Apart from studies, the students are also imparted training of handicraft like
envelop making, rakhi making, flower pots decoration, bags and also PoP toys
making. The Gujaratis and Vanvasis have also built their own temples. Women
perform keertan there on every Tuesday. The result of all these activities is that the
quarrels, abuses and liquor consumption have all stopped in the Basti.
Now an adult literacy centre has been started for the illiterate girls and women.
There is two hour class every day for them. The class has not only made them
educated but also developed many good habits like saving the money and helping
others. They all work together for social activities. Mid day meal is provided to the
children by ISKCON temple. The Rotary club grants clothes, bed sheets and books.
There are big programmes on Rakshabandhan and Makar Sankranti. Many other
people of the society also help the students time to time.
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Meerut

Mass wedding
of ECONOMICALLY
DEPRIVED GIRLS

S

hri Omprakash Arya is a swayamsevak in Meerut
since 1946. He has been looking after the work of
a dispensary for 24 years. He has so many donors
in his list that fund has never been a problem for
the dispensary. He lives in Lalkurti area, which is part of
Vishwakarma Nagar as per the Sangh planning. His son
Rakesh Arya is now Nagar Karyavah. Inspired by the service
feeling of his father, Shri Rakesh started teaching in the Sewa
Bharati centre. He already had the knowledge of
homeopathy. After attending a homeopathy training camp
of the Sewa Bharati he developed a confidence. After that he
started a dispensary at home. Since he attended the shakhas
in the morning, he attends the patients in the evening only.
The number of patients gradually increased. The
gathering on Sundays was very huge. Sometimes it crossed

to over 200. Not only the economically deprived but also the
rich people started coming for treatment. Those who had
been spending lakhs of rupees on tests and medicines also
got well. Some of such people who got well wanted to
donate fund to the centre. But Rakeshji does not accept any
donation. He has kept a register with him and takes the
details of all such interested donors. Whenever there is any
needy patient or one needs costly treatment in case of
accident, etc. he calls them for help. Apart from running a
dispensary, he also conducts group wedding of economically
deprived girls.


A shakha dedicated to

THE SEWA
OF LEPERS

T

here is a Kushth Ashram in Bulandshahar. It falls
under the area of Dayananda shakha. The
swayamsevaks look after all needs of the lepers
and their children here. They renovated the roofs
of 10 houses. A skin specialist is called once a week to look
after the medical needs of the people. The medicines
74

provided by the doctors are kept safe and are
provided to the patients on time. A yajna is
conducted once a month. The children of the lepers
also attend the shakha.
The movement of the Christian Missionaries has
come down in the locality. There are about 45 lepers in the
Ashram. They have been coming here since 2001.
A worker of the Ashram Shri Yashpal Solanki was
honoured by Baba Ramdev on October 8, 2006 on behalf of
Divya Prem Sewa Mission. He granted the entire amount
that he had received in the puraskar to the Ashram. 
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Meerut

Helping the

TALENTED STUDENTS
S

wayamsevaks in Vivekananda
Nagar in Meerut decided to
help
the
economically
deprived and orphan talented
students in their studies. They started
identifying such students of tenth and
twelfth standard in the local schools.
To effectively materialise the concept,
they formed a group, Eklavya Shiksha
Project, to collect the fund. Under the
guidance of Prant Sewa Pramukh Shri
Anilji, a total of 25 people were
connected with the project who
contribute Rs 5000 for five years. Apart
from economic contribution, some
people were also identified who could

Bulandshahar

impart free tuition.
Finally, four swayamsevaks visited
eight local schools and after interview
finally selected 15 needy students.
They recommended a sum of rupees
200 per month for them. This amount
was granted to them timely.
Meanwhile, Shri Anilji suggested
to start a coaching centre in local Sewa
Basti, where the students can be
helped for science, maths, English and
commerce. A centre for this objective
was formally inaugurated on July 14,
2012 by Kshetra Sewa Pramukh Shri
Gangaram. Today, a total of 25 boys
and girls study in the coaching centre.

Wishing birthday by

A

In order to impart good samskars to
these children, a weekly shakha is
organised on every Sunday. Apart from
it, all the students who are granted
financial help are called at the Centre
on second Sunday of every month to
guide them further in their studies or
granting any other help, they require.
Coaching centre runs between 7 to
10 pm. Especially, the students who
cannot complete their home work at
home due to disturbance, come here.
There is a planning to use this building
for imparting computer training from
March 1 to June 30.
(Dr Dayaram Sharma)

PLANTING SAPLINGS

unique tradition of celebrating birthday has begun
in Nisurkha village of Bulandshahar. The
swayamsevaks encourage every villager to plant at
least two saplings at the public place to celebrate
the birthday of the family members. This has become a
movement. The Sangh work in this village began in 2005.
As a result of different shakha activities, there is not a
single child of the village who is illiterate. The village has the
kind of prosperity that everything needed in daily life is
available here only. Apart from the daily shakha, all the
Sangh festivals are celebrated and the participation of the
villagers in all the activities has been encouraging. All
developmental activities are carried out under the banner
of Rashtravanshi Gram Vikas Samiti. The Samiti was founded

by Prant Gram Vikas Pramukh Shri Pawan Kumar Hanuman.
Many Sangh adhikaris including Akhil Bharatiya Gram Vikas
Pramukh Dr Dinesh has visited the village. A Gram Vikas
training camp was also organised here. The Samiti imparts
the training of cutting-tailoring, mehandi, painting, and
beautician also and grants certificate after completion of the
training.
The experiment of organic farming has proved to be a
big hit in the village. Former RSS Sarsanghachalak Shri KS
Sudarshan had visited the village and encouraged the
villagers to promote the work of organic farming. The Samiti
also renovates the religious places and conducts weekly
keertan. It also conducted campaigns against addiction and
for cleanliness.
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EXPERIENCE

Building a SELF-RELIANT SOCIETY

GURUSHARAN PRASAD
Joint Secretary,
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati

T

he physical and intellectual
activities, carried out daily
at the Sangh shakha, have
created amazing work. If
somebody in modern India has truly
materialised the dreams of great
personalities like Acharya Chanakya,
Guru Gobind Singh, Maharishi
Dayananda
Saraswati,
Swami
Vivekananda, Baba Saheb Ambedkar
and many others, it is the Sangh
shakha. It has fruitfully created the
harmonious society as desired by Baba
Saheb Ambedkar, developed clear
concept to the nation as envision by
Acharya Chanakya, created a band of
dedicated youth as dreamed by Swami
Vivekananda, dharma based lifestyle as
desired by Maharishi Dayananda and
made one person equal to 1.25 lakh as
76

declared by Guru Gobind Singh. By and
large successfully moulding the man as
per the wishes of all these great
personalities, the Sangh shakha united
the whole nation into one thread. One
can witness a wonderful unity in
diversity through the Sangh shakha at
any part of the country.
Former Sarsanghachalak the late
Rajju Bhaiya used to say that if we go
closer to those for whom we have to
work, creates natural oneness,
affection and many other similar
qualities. The Sangh swayamsevaks
assemble at one place every day to
play together, think together and to act
together for the nation. It naturally
develops patriotic feeling in the heart
of each and everyone and ultimately
moulds one in the human being who is
always ready to sacrifice his everything
to the nation. This is the reason today
lakhs of swayamsevaks have dedicated
themselves to changing the picture of
the nation. They are active in different
spheres of human life and have
produced marvelous results. Their
work has astonished even the Sangh
opponents.
I remember an interesting and
inspiring incident. Once, a Sangh
shakha began in a remote village (Garu)
under Latehar district of Jharkhand.
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The then Kshetra Pracharak Man.
Bhaurao Deoras was scheduled to visit
there. Naturally, the parents of the
swayamsevaks were also invited for
the event. When they came to the
venue, majority of them did not have
clothes on their body.
Hardly the clothes which are
necessary to cover certain parts of the
body were there. When the dialogues
began with them, some of them said
they did not need any sermon on
Hindutva. Despite so many allurements
by Christian missionaries they have
followed the Sanatan Dharma and
worshiped the Nature God. They said if
you could do something for them
please make arrangement for
education of their children. They also
said that they did not fear of any wild
animal, they only fear of the malaria
mosquitoes, which killed many people.
“Please help us getting rid of these
killer mosquitoes,” they humbly
requested.
Following the directions of
Bhauraoji, the local swayamsevaks
started distributing malaria kits in
villages and forest hamlets. This helped
them have a good contact with the
villagers. As a result majority of the
villages got rid of the diseases
developed due to mosquitoes.

EXPERIENCE

It also helped the villagers of
Ahirpurva and Rajdanda to return to
the roots of their ancestors. They had
become Christians decades back. The
church built for them by the
missionaries was converted by them
into a Hanuman temple. Later, a hostel
and many other activities were also
started there.
There is an experience of BIT
swayamsevaks in Ranchi. The shakha at
the Engineering College ground had
impressive presence of youth. They
used to organise picnic programme
during the holidays. There is one Jonha
Waterfall about 20 km from the college
campus. They leave for the picnic on
byecycles, specially provided to them
for the event. They saw some women
carrying fire woods on their heads,
which they collected from the forests.
Carrying woods on head and also
carrying kids in one lap was an uphill
task on those difficult terrenes. Their
lusterless faces and torn clothes
displayed their poverty even in first
glimpse. There was no arrangement for

education, health or employment for
them. Seeing this condition, they
decided to do something for them.
They formed an organisation and
started some activities for the
development of entire Jonha region.
This project is now known as Birsa
Sewa Project, which runs many
activities for education and village
development. Their activities have won
trust of the local people.
Similar is the experience of Santhal
Paragana. A shakha used to be
conducted in Pakud district. Many
people from the adjoining areas used
to come to the Pakud market for
purchasing the items of daily needs.
The swyamsevaks noticed that for the
Vanvasis who live in hilly and forest
areas it is very hard to earn daily bread.
Whatever they grew in the fields hardly
helped meeting their daily needs. They
also did not have much contact to the
outside world. This deprived them
many of their religious, customs and
traditions. In such situations, there was
no question of modern education and

health for them. The Christian
missionaries readily encashed those
adverse circumstances. They indulged
in conversion in exchange of providing
relief for more than a decade.
In order to establish contact
among them the swayamsevaks of
Pakud started organising mass wedding
ceremonies according to their local
customs. This work is going on for the
last four years. Through all these
activities they have successfully
established contact with over 60
villages. More than 600 families have
come into contact. This also helped
many people, who had adopted
Christianity, return to their roots.
There are many such examples.
The swyamsevaks are carrying out
marvelous activities of social
transformation. The small Sangh
shakha has become the instrument of
carrying out many constructive
activities. The biggest thing is that
these activities have brought many
new people to the Sangh fold.


Phulwaria Shakha of Motihari

SERVING THE DEVOTEES ON CHHATH PUJA

Phulwaria shakha is conducted under Dhaka block of Motihari district. The swayamsevaks of the shakha conduct any of
the sewa activity throughout the year. There are regular
Bhajan Mandali and Sanskar Kendra. The swayamsevaks
also play a leading role in different kinds of social activities
along with the local people. They have been in forefront
during any natural or man-made calamity.
Similarly, the swayamsevaks of Bindusar East shakha
under Pachrukhi block in Siwan district run a regular
Sanskar Kendra. All arrangements for the Kendra are made
by swayamsevaks. The swayamsevaks of Arjun Prabhat
shakha in Sitamadhi have also formed a Chhath Sewa
Samiti. The Committee has been formed to conduct sewa
activities during the Chhath puja on regular basis. They
also conduct health check up of the people in nearby Sewa
Basti.

Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

77

JHARKHAND

DISTRIBUTION

WARM
CLOTHES

JHARKHAND

OF
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The service activities by shakhas in Jharia Nagar of Dhanbad district began about
two years back. This work began with the distribution of warm clothes to the
needy people of Balu Gadda Sewa Basti, during the winters of 2011. Apart from
that, in January 2012, on the occasion of Makar Sankranti, a harmony meet was
organised. Later, general clothes were distributed on the eve of Varsha
Pratipada in March-April. During the winters of 2012, books and stationary items
were also distributed among the needy students from first to tenth standard. All
these items were collected under the leadership of Nagar Sewa Pramukh Shri
Narayan Rao. The function organised on that occasion was presided over by
noted local social activist Shri Shambhu Gupt. In his speech he applauded the
initiative on the part of the swayamsevaks.
Chief speaker on the occasion was Jharkhand Prant Sewa Pramukh Shri
Triveni Sav. He said serving the men in the form of god should remain the top
priority of every one. He said sewa is the means, which helps the last person of
the society joining mainstream. He also stressed on education and said all-round
development of a human being was incomplete without it. Only an educated
person can understand the scripture and texts properly and then follow them
in their practical life. This project is run by Praudha shakha swayamsevaks of
Kali Mandir. The shakha regularly observes Sewa Diwas on every Thursday.
(Virendra Sharma)

Dhanbad

T

Imparting samskars through

here is a locality known as Chhai Gadda Basti
in Southern side of Dhanbad Railway Station.
More than hundreds of families live in small
hamlets here for years. The heaps of plastic
and glass items, and also garbage can be seen
everywhere in the locality. It is because many of the
people in the locality are junk dealers. Majority of the
adults in the Basti were in the grip of liquor. There is,
however, a Hanuman temple in the locality, but
people hardly perform puja there. Even the temple
premises remained dirty for weeks.
The other side of the Basti is famous old market,
where an evening Sangh shakha is conducted daily.
Some of the swayamsevaks of the Basti also attend it.
The number of Bal swayamsevaks is more in the
shakha. Sewa Diwas is observed in the shakha on
every Thursday. The Sewa Basti allotted to the shakha
is the same Chhai Gadda Basti. Under the Sewa
activities, the swayamsevaks decided to start a Bhajan
Mandali there. Prior to starting the activity, all the
swayamsevaks took some responsibilities and decided
to start the work on December 30, 2012.
At the scheduled time, all the swaymsevaks

BHAJAN MANDALI

reached the Basti and in a very short span they made
all arrangements for the activity. First they cleaned the
premises of the Temple and then sprayed water. Then
the puja of Lord Hanuman began. It was followed by
some bhajans on the tune of dholak, etc. About 50
swayamevaks of the shakha attended the function.
The Bhajan programme concluded with the group
recitation of Sri Hanuman Chalisa. At the end, Dr
Santosh Singh, Nagar Sewa Pramukh of old market,
delivered a short speech. He declared that bhajansatsang programme would be organised in the temple
on every Sunday. Prant Sewa Pramukh Shri Triveni Sav
also attended the function and said bhajans provide
internal peace and happiness. It also helps in
generating social harmony and energetic atmosphere
among youth. The function concluded with prasad
distribution.
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SEWA DIWAS IN THE SHAKHA

Thursday is normally the Sewa Diwas in every Sangh shakha
in Jharkhand. On this day, Jharkhand Prant Sewa Pramukh
Shri Triveni Sav attended a shakha in Sinideeh village under
Vaghmara block of Dhanbad district. After the physical
activities all the swayamsevaks sat in a circle and after
reciting a sewa song—Sewa Sadhna hamara sangathit
prayas hai—Shri Triveni Sav started his speech. He inspired
the swayamsevaks to start at least one sewa activity through
the shakha. On next Thursday, the swayamsevaks sat
together and decided to materialise the suggestion of Shri
Triveniji. They realised the need to distribute clothes in
Tundu Sewa Basti, as the people living there are in a very
miserable condition. Two groups were formed to collect
clothes from the people. The third group was entrusted the

task of contacting the people in the Sewa Basti and made
other arrangements for the distribution function. They also
prepared a list of the expected beneficiaries. The first two
groups collected about 500 new and old clothes from 65
families in one week. In the survey conducted by the third
group, 96 people were listed for clothes.
Finally, on December 25, 2012, which is also the birth
day of Pt Madan Mohan Malaviya, the clothes distribution
function was organised in the Basti. The function was
presided over by Shri Mahendra Mundwa of the same
locality. Dhanbad Vibhag Karyavah Shri Nityananda Pandey
was the chief speaker. A total of 155 people attended the
function. That work of collecting clothes and distributing to
the needy still goes one by the shakha swayamsevaks. 

Mass wedding of

PAHADIA VANVASI YOUTH

I

n order to arrest the growing influence of nonHindu culture in some sections of Vanvasi
communities, the Sangh swayamsevaks under
Pakuda district have been organising mass
wedding ceremonies with Vedic rituals for the last several
years. A similar function was organised on December 6, 2012
in the premises of Shiv Sheetala Mandir of Pakud. The
wedding of 51 brides and grooms from Amadapada,
Littipada and Sunder Pahadi were solemnised at the
function.
First, all the brides and grooms were presented new
clothes and then the barat was taken out in the city with

bands. After that all the boys and girls offered
ahutis in the fire amidst Vedic hymns. It was
followed by jaimala and sindur dan
ceremonies. Then the brides and grooms
conducted rounds of the fire. After that the
village Pahan performed puja according to
local Vanvasi traditions, in which the puja of
pond and trees are performed.
After all these ceremonies, the newly
wedded couples were presented gifts by the
swayamsevaks so that they can start their
families. An NRI from the Netherlands, Smt
Savitri Gajadhar, gave some gifts in the form
of cash to all the couples. The wedding
ceremony completed with community meals.
Addressing the gathering joint secretary general of
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati Shri Gurusharan Prasad said going
away from Hindu traditions would cost the entire world very
costly. He said only the Hindu way of life thinks for the
betterment of every creature on the earth. He said the
Pahadia Vanvasi community is now on the path of reforms
and no non-Hindu tradition can influence them at all. It is to
be noted that the swayamsevaks have been conducting such
mass wedding programmes for the last a couple of years. In
the year 2008 the mass wedding of 125 brides and grooms
was conducted. Similarly, in the year 2010 a total of 151
couples tied the knot.
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From cleaning the Ghats for Chhath Puja to
cleaning the village and Basti streets are some of
the regular sewa activities regularly undertaken by
swayamsevaks in Bihar. Apart from providing
coaching to the children of Sewa Bastis, health
camps are also organised at the shakha places
itself. The swayamsevaks engaged in medical
profession play a key role in such camps. Besides
these activities, the used clothes are collected from
posh localities and are distributed among the
needy people of Sewa Bastis. Planting saplings is
another regular activity, which is undertaken by the
shakhas compulsorily.

CHHATH PUJA

BIHAR

Cleaning of Ghat for

T

he
Sangh
shakhas
in
South
Bihar
have created a
kind of movement for social
transformation. It not only encouraged
the swayamsevaks to undertake some
concrete activities for local people but
also proved to be an effective medium
of bringing the desired change in the
lives of surrounding people. Such
shakhas
also
brought
the
swayamsevaks closer to the people.
The work now touches more to the
people than ever before. The activities
of some of such shakhas have been
explained briefly hereunder.

Rohtas

The swayamsevaks of Shivaji Praudh
shakha in Rohtas district started an
education project in a nearby Sewa
Basti recently. About 30 students come
for study there regularly. It is done on
weekly basis. The project helped the
80

students of economically deprived
families in their studies. It has received
applause from the people.
Similarly, the swayamsevaks of
Gayatri Praudh shakha in Sasaram
under Rohtas district clean the entire
locality on Chhath festival every year.
They also organise health camp for the
devotees participating in the festival.
This work is going on for the last many
years. About 25 swayamsevaks actively
join this activity.

Kaimur

There is a village Vishnupura near the
Sangh Sthan of the business class
shakha conducted in Ramgarh of
Kaimur district. Some time back the
village was in the grip of cholera. The
swayamsevaks conducted a free health
camp for the affected villagers. Many
cholera patients were treated at the
camp. The swayamsevaks continued to
visit the village till all the patients
recovered. The villagers highly

Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

applauded this initiative. It is the
remote village in this region where the
government machinery normally does
not reach in time. People have to go far
to get medicines even for the general
ailments.
Similarly, the Praudh shakha
conducted in Akodhi under same
Kaimur district has all kinds of
swayamsevaks. There are some
economically deprived people in the
village who work as labourers. Since
both the mother and father go for
work, the children are unable to pay
attention to their studies. The
swayamsevaks started teaching them
on weekly basis. Apart from teaching
the children they have also started
teaching the adults.

Jamui

There is a student shakha at Dhanberia
under Khaira block of Jamui district.
The swayamsevaks of this shakha
regularly clean the temple premises.

BIHAR

years. They clean the road at least 3 to
4 times in a year. Recently, in
December 2012 also about 20
swayamsevaks of the shakha took up
the drive.

Bhagalpur

A Tarun shakha in Patna
organised health camp in
August 2012. The check
up of total 450 people
was conducted at the
camp.

The swayamsevaks of Mirjanhaat
Vidyarthi shakha under Bhagalpur
conducted cleanliness drive in the
village. Similarly, a group of Savaur
Praudh shakha also cleaned the temple
premises and road sometime back. The
swayamsevaks of Kahalgaon Praudh
shakha planted saplings in the month
of July. It included 150 samplings of
fruits and shade giving trees.

Gaya

The main road of the village is also
cleaned up at least once a month.
Similarly, the swayamsevaks of
Chardhara Tarun shakha under Jhajha
block of the same district planted
saplings in the month of July. They
planted hundreds of samplings in the
surroundings of the temple also on the
main road. Around forty swayamsevaks
of the shakha actively joined this
activity.

The swayamsevaks of Swami
Vivekananda Tarun shakha in Gaya
worked for environment protection.
They planted saplings on the main road
in the month of July 2012. Seven
swayamsevaks of the shakha worked
very actively. Another Tarun shakha,
conducted at Azad Park of Gaya,
conducts weekly health camp at the
Sangh Sthan itself. Weight, sugar and
blood pressure are measured free of
cost at the camp. A group of 15
swayamsevaks is deeply involved in the
camp. Similarly, the Praudh shakha,
conducted at Tekari, clean the roads
and also the Ghat on the occasion of
Chhath festival every year. They also
manage other activities at the Ghat.

A Praudh shakha in the district is
conducted on the banks of the Ganga
in Barhhiya village. The swayamsevaks
regularly clean up the Ganga Ghat. The
village temple is also cleaned up on
regular basis. From 15 to 25
swayamsevaks of the shakha join this
activity.
Similarly,
the
Tarun
swayamsevaks of Shekhpura shakha
have been cleaning the road for several

The Praudh shakha conducted at
Rajendra Nagar of Patna Mahanagar
runs weekly health centre. People of
the nearby Sewa Basti are greatly
benefited with it. The swayamsevaks
devote two hours for this activity.
Similarly, the swayamsevaks of another
Praudh shakha conducted at Congress
Grounds of Patna have started a
weekly health check up camp, where

Lakhisarai

Patna

free health check up of the people is
conducted on every Thursday after the
shakha. A swayamsevak, Dr Surendra
Kumar, plays a key role in the activity.
There is a temple near the Sangh
Sthan, where a Praudh shakha in
Shardapuram is conducted. The
swayamsevaks of the shakha cleaned
up the temple after the shakha. About
18 swayamsevaks join this activity.
Equally, the Tarun shakha conducted at
Chutkia Bazaar organised health check
up camp in the month of August 2012.
A swayamsevak doctor and also some
other doctors contributed to the camp.
The check up of total 450 people was
conducted at the camp. The other
activity that the swayamsevaks of the
same shakha conducted was plantation
of saplings in August. This work was
conducted regularly for five days.
The Tarun shakha, conducted in
KN College grounds of Patna, planted
saplings in the month of July-August
last year. The saplings were planted at
Shiv Mandir and the street leading to
the temple. About 8 swayamsevaks
actively joined the activity. The other
task they undertook was collection of
old clothes from the families and then
distribution to the needy people of a
nearby Sewa Basti.
The swayamsevaks of Tarun
shakha in Shastrinagar planted saplings
on the main road near the shakha. The
local people also joined the
swayamsevaks in this task. Similarly,
the swayamsevaks of Praudh shakhas
in Rajvanshi Nagar and Defence Colony
planted saplings on nearby main road.

Barh

The swayamsevaks of Birsa student
shakha under Barh district have been
teaching the students of nearby Sewa
Basti for the last a few months.
Presently, 15 students draw benefit of
the class. Five swayamsevaks actively
donate time for this activity.
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Siddheshwar shakha of Bhind is conducted at Freeganj girls’ school premises.
During his routine tour, one day Zilla Sewa Pramukh Shri Ramsharan Purohit
visited the shakha. The school premises was then in very bad shape—garbage
CLEANING DRIVE IN
everywhere, broken main gate, stray cattle moving freely, as if there was no
cleanings for months. The girls used to study in the school in this condition.
Shri Purohit attracted the attention of the swayamsevaks towards it.
Everybody felt that the situation must improve.
They took a decision the same moment. As per the planning, they started
cleaning the premises next day through shramdaan. Then they planted
saplings there on Hariyali Amavasya. Initially, the school teachers were not
ready to admit that saplings can be grown there. But later when the
saplings grew, they were first to applaud the efforts of the swayamsevaks.
It all generated a charming scene in the school premises. Meanwhile, the
swayamsevaks also got the main gate repaired. The major benefit of this
whole exercise was that now no anti-social element could enter the
premises. The teachers themselves look after the saplings and trees.
After this activity, the swayamsevaks started recitation of Sunder
Kand in different houses on every Tuesday. This experiment was later
started in Ashok Nagar locality of the same shakha. The recitation has so far been conducted in more than 100
families and still goes on.
There is an ancient Hanuman temple in Didigram on Etavah Road, about six km from Bhind. It has a large
premises and devotees too visit there. But it lacked shade giving trees. The swayamsevaks planted 150 saplings
there. They also made full arrangements for their watering. As a result the trees grew up and now create a
charming scene. Not only the local people and temple priests but also the devotees applause the imitative.
(Santosh Gupta)

Bhind:
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GIRLSÊ SCHOOL
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Dhanwantari shakha of Narmadapur Nagar in Hosangabad

CLEANING OF

NARMADA GHAT

The swayamsevaks of three shakhas in Narmadapur under Hosangabad district conducted a cleanliness drive to
clean the Ghats of River Narmada. One day, they all came together after the shakha and jointly started the
cleanliness drive from Sethani Ghat. The drive continued for seven days. They mostly cleaned the garbage
collected there due to Ganesha immersion every year. It included large quantity of mud, PoP, jute sacks, woods,
etc. The swayamsevaks of Dhanwantari, Veer Savarkar and Shri Ram Shakha of Narmadapur joined the drive.
They also advised the devotees bathing at the Ghat not to use soaps and also to keep the Ghats clean. They
appealed to the people to keep the river clean.
(Rakesh Gautam)

Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

MADHYA PRADESH

Jabalpur
Saving Lives Through

BLOOD DONATION

Today awareness about blood
donation has definitely increased
among people. People now do not
hesitate to donate blood. In this
process, the traders of Jabalpur’s
Mahavir Weekly Milan organise a
blood donation camp since 2006. A
similar camp was organised on
November 3, 2012 in association with
the Jabalpur Medical College. All
doctors, paramedical staff and the
equipments were provided by the

Medical College only.
A total of 25
donors between the
age group of 22 to 35
years donated blood.
All of them were
traders who are willing to donate blood
every
year.
Mahanagar
Sahsanghachalak Dr Pawan Sthapak
along with Dr Jamdar and Shri Prakash
Solpurkar were present on the
occasion. They praised the initiative of

blood donation. The proceedings of the
camp were conducted by Mukhya
Shikshak Shri Manish Shah. The Milan
will organise similar camps in future
also. There are also planning to start
some more sewa activities.


Shram sadhna along with family members

SWAYAMSEVAKS CLEAN

BHOPALÊS BIG POND
IN ONE DAY

A group of 2500 swayamsevaks in Bhopal conducted shram
sadhna on April 12, 2009 to clean a pond of the city. The
entire effort was basically to make the pond deeper. They
started the work at 8 am near Boat Club. They removed about 40 truck load of garbage in four hours. Many other
respected people of the city, social activists, women, young girls and boys and also minor children enthusiastically
joined the work. After the shram sadhna, they all recited the bhojan mantra at the same place and had the meals
brought from their respective homes. Before the beginning of the shram sadhna, 16 marathon meetings were held in
the city. Therefore, 16 particular places were identified in the pond where the family members of the swayamsevaks
started digging. The entire activity was conducted in phased manner and was fully disciplined. On this occasion a
directory for blood donors was also prepared. About 500 people agreed to donate blood. Their contact numbers,
name and blood groups were mentioned in the directory.


Sewa Sadhna  Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April 11, 2013)

83

MADHYA PRADESH

Nipania Raju Village of Khandwa

Changing face of an

INFAMOUS VILLAGE

Till 1980s, Nipania Raju village in Khandwa district was infamous for bad elements and thieves.
Fourteen people of the village were in the BC list of local police station. Spurious liquor factories
at every step, gambling and liquor shops, people fighting with each other, abusing children,
quarreling women, garbage everywhere causing bad smell, influence of many social evils and
above all the extreme feeling of untouchability were the common features in the village. Since a
Sangh shakha began here, this picture totally changed. Today, it is an addiction and dispute-free
village of the country. The lips which once used to abuse in filthy language now sing patriotic
songs. Women come together for many kinds of constructive activities. Now they discuss
education, mehandi, rangoli, cooking, decoration, bhajans, etc and also how to improve the life
level of their children. Instead of going to the liquor shops, the people now gather in temple and
discuss their problems and the ways to resolve them.

N

ipania is about 50 km north
of famous Ujjain city, which
is witness to many of the
Puranic
and
historical
developments related to Baba
Mahakal, Vikramaditya, etc. But now
the village is writing the script of its
development itself.
The work for development began
here in the year 1996 when the then
Ujjain Vibhag Pracharak Shri Makhan
Singh Chauhan and the then Zilla
Pracharak, who is now Malwa Prant
84

Pracharak Shri Parag Abhyankar,
visited the village on Diwali. While
talking to the swayamsevaks, Shri
Makhanlal said we sing a song in the
shakha almost everyday—”Jag Sirmaur
banayen Bharat” (let us make Bharat a
world power). He said this work should
begin from our own village. His talks
inspired the swayamsevaks to the
extent that they decided to start the
work immediately. And the work began
with the renovation of Shri Ram
temple, which was in highly dilapidated
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condition.
The swayamsevaks did it within a
short span. This work was finished
without any conflict or problem.
Gradually, the entire village stood with
the swayamsevaks and a feeling
generated among each and every
villager that it is our own village and we
all have to make it better.
Then began the process of sitting
together, thinking together, working
together and achieving together. The
joint efforts first demolished the

MADHYA PRADESH

spurious liquor plants and gambling
spots. Those who were indulged in
theft and other illegal activities also
returned on the right path. The process
of development changed not only the
people, but also their hearts. The
inspiring short stories played a key role
in energising the people and youth.
A thinking developed that if we all
are children of one Bharat Mata, why
there is discrimination on the basis of
caste, creed or community. There was
firm opinion that there should be
complete harmony in the village and all
the works will be done by arriving on
consensus. After thorough discussion,
a Samarasata Yajna was conducted. A
grand Yajna Vedi was made where
anybody, from a Valmiki to a Brahmim,
could sit together with spouse and
sacrifice all social evils. It was followed
by mahaprasad, the community meals.
Everybody served and everybody took.
The initiative was appreciated by all.
Gradually, the process of village
development took momentum. Once,
all decided to organise Shri Ram Katha.
The Katha, which highlights not only
the religious and spiritual nature of Shri
Ram, but also the social aspect and
duties to the family, society and the
nation. Noted kathakar Shri Shyam
Manawat agreed to deliver such a
Katha. After getting his approval, the
preparations for the Katha began. First
some committees were formed so that
all preparations are conducted
smoothly. The activities of the whole
day were formalised. The matter began
with the collection of funds. The
women of the village proposed to
collect the foodgrains needed for the
entire programme. What a wonderfull
scene it was when a Brahmin lady was
knocking the door of a Valmiki woman
asking for donation for the Katha.
Commenting on it a woman of the
village Shyamabai said, “All our
differences flew in the Ganga of this

Katha.”
The seven-day Katha by Shri
Manawat transformed the thinking of
the villagers. The entire village was
decorated for the programme. People
pledged to stay away from all kinds of
addictions for all the seven days till the
Katha is over. They also took only satvik
meals in those days. It was really a
wonderful week in the lives of many
people. After the Katha, the activities

The women of the village
proposed to collect the
foodgrains needed for the
entire programme. What a
wonderfull scene it was
when a Brahmin lady was
knocking the door of a
Valmiki woman asking for
donation for the Katha.
Commenting on it a
woman of the village
Shyamabai said, “All our
differences flew in the
Ganga of this Katha.”

for cow protection and preservation,
experiments of panchgavya, family
education, organic farming, etc. began.
The Katha brought some very
miraculous changes in the village. A
villager commented that the Kathakar
Shri Shyamji cleaned the village with
the washing powder that even the
hearts of the people also got cleaned.
The Katha also doubled the efforts of
the villagers for village development.
The consumption of panchgavya
products increased manifold. Not only
the health camps but also the camps
for blood donation and eye check up
were held many times.
Saplings are planted on each
Hariyali Amavasya on different streets
of the village. There is Tulsi plant in
every house. Two roads of about 8 km
were made through shramdan. A
Saraswati Shishu Mandir was started
for education. Three Bhajan Mandalis
also began. Now every child of the
village goes to school. Today, all people
under the age of 35 years are free from
all kinds of addiction. The entire village
is free from disputes also. This change
could be possible only with the efforts
of the villagers and the swayamsevaks.
(Pradip Pandey)
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Neemach

KANYAPUJAN

T

IN GODOLIA LUHAR BASTI

he
swayamsevaks
in
Neemach have focused on
social harmony. They started
different activities in the
localities of the city which were totally
neglected. In this series, they started
work in a Godolia Luhar Basti, where
the people could see the urban life but
cannot live it. The urban people too
never tried to understand their feelings
and problems. These people have
protected the Indian culture and
fought many battles with Maharana
Pratap.
In order to bring them in social
mainstream, the swayamsevaks
observed Kanyapujan during the
Navratris last year. With proper
planning the function was organised
and 51 girls of the Basti were
worshiped on Ashthami. This activity
touched the heart of the people of
Godolia community.

86

Another major activity conducted
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in Neemach was cleaning and digging
of the local pond in Gwaltoli area. This
work was done with the cooperation of
Jan Abhiyan Parishad on April 3, 2011.
Similarly, in 2012 saplings were planted
in Dhobighat Vikas Nagar. The saplings
were also provided in different shakhas
of the city for plantation. The
swayamsevaks not only planted the
saplings but also took over the
responsibility of nurturing them
regularly.
A health camp was organised at
the lower Basti on Barukhera Road.
Noted doctor of the city Dr Rajendra
Yeran and Dr NN Sharma attended the
camp. During the camp about 250
patients were provided free medicines.
They also educated the people about
cleanliness.
(Chainram Jain)

CHHATTISGARH

LORD SHIVA idol in A TUNNEL

CHHATTISGARH

There is a village known as Kolga under Korba district of
Bilaspur Vibhag. It is about 40 km from Korba. There is a
river near the village. Sometime back, people of the village
found a tunnel on the banks of the river. A group of
swayamsevaks started digging the tunnel to find its end or
to know where it actually leads. But after digging for a long
distance, nothing was found. Then the tunnel was
converted into Lord Shiva temple and an idol of Lord Shiva
was installed there. Now a sannyasi also stays there and
regular puja is performed. A big fair is organised on the day
of Shivratri every year. Fifty per cent of the village
population is Christian and the attempts to allure the
Hindus for conversions also go on. But now after the
awareness generated by the swayamsevaks the conversion
bids have fully stopped.
(Rameshwar Rathiya)

TREE PLANTATION in
association with
FOREST DEPARTMENT

A

bout 20 years back, some saplings of bamboo, etc
were planted at the 72 acre land of Forest
Department in Sondi village under Janjgeer district.
Proper arrangements for their security were also
made by forming a Gram Suraksha Samiti. The Samiti workers
nurtured the trees for 20 years and now they have made the
entire region greener. The Forest Department also
cooperates the villagers by providing free burning woods. No
villager is found stealing the wood or plant from the forest.
Similarly, about 20 years back the swayamsevaks had
made a stop dam to store the water from the hills. For that
objective nine ponds were created. As a result, two crops can
easily be taken from the field near the ponds. It enhanced the
income of the farmers.
With the active help of the villagers, a temple of Mata
Chaura Devi was built and arrangements were made for
regular puja. Prasad is prepared by a different family every
day for the puja. Some self-help groups are also going on for
the last 15 years. The net result of the activity is that every
individual of the village has a bank account having bank
balance from Rs 20,000 to one lakh.
(Madhav Netam)
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CHHATTISGARH

Water level recharged,
STREETS MADE MUD-FREE

C

hhattisgarh
Prant
is
comprised of chhattis garhs
(thirty six forts) of southern
Kaushal region in central
India. Being a puranic and historic
region, it is very beautiful and green
area full of natural resources like iron
ore, coal, diamond, tin, etc. and a large
number of Mutt, temples, rivers and
ponds. Since Chhattisgarh is regarded
as birth place of Mata Kaushalya, it has
the privilege to be nanihal of Maryada
Purushottam Shri Ram.
For organisational activities, the
Sewa Vibhag of RSS has divided the
state into eight Vibhags and 24
districts. Last year one day sewa
training workshops were conducted in
three Vibhags. All the 24 districts made
a plan to start shram shadhna in
shakha based Sewa Bastis. This work is
going on through the shakhas. Last
year, a total of 2392 swayamsevaks
from 148 shakhas of the Prant joined
the shram sadhna in both rural and
urban areas. The outcome of this
experiment has been encouraging. It
also received applause from all.
After finishing the shram sadhna,
the swayamsevaks conducted shakha
at the same place and recited the
Sangh Prayer. After that they met the
people of the locality and apprised
them of the work they carried out. The
local people were also urged for
further cooperation.
Under the next phase of sewa
activities in the Prant, the
swayamsevaks took up the work of
recharging water level in rural areas by
making soak pits near hand pumps.
They also carried out some activities
for sanitation and educated the people
about it. Similarly, in urban areas they
88

pledged for cleaning the
temples, ponds and also
renovating them. A total of 245
swayamsevaks of Raipur Mahanagar
cleaned an ancient temple and Kankali
pond thrice.
Following are some of the other
activities, which were carried out by
the swayamsevaks in Chhattisgarh
Prant through the shakhas:
Tilda shakha conducted blood
tests of 150 swayamsevaks and Basti
people to ascertain their blood group
and then enrolled them for blood
donation. Similarly, in Gudhiyari Nagar
of Raipur, the swayamsevaks enrolled
375 people for blood donation. The
swayamsevaks of Rajgamar rural
shakha in Korba district also enrolled
125 people for blood donation.
A total of nine coaching centres
are being run by the swayamsevaks in
Balod, Tilda and Raipur Mahanagar.
Total of 325 students, both boys and

girls, from deprived families are taking
benefits of it.
The Sararideeh and Vishrampur
shakhas planted the saplings of 2000
banana trees and 2500 lemon trees.
Through this activity they established
contact in 410 new houses. The
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swayamsevaks run one regular and
three weekly free dispensaries in
Raipur Mahanagar. Over 2300 patients
have been treated there. The
swayamsevaks of Bilaspur district
conducted a picnic of 13 families to
Sondhi Kushtha Ashram, Katre Nagar,
Champa. A dental check up was
organised in Raipur, which benefited
180 people.
The swayamsevaks of Tamnaar in
Raigarh district cleaned the pond ghat.
Similarly a group of swayamsevaks in
Sitapur Vanvasi region of Patthal Gaon
district cleaned the local pond. They
also made some soak pits near 12 hand
pumps to recharge the water level of
the surrounding land. It not only
recharged the water level but also
made the streets free from mud.
Materialising the concept of ‘Mera
Gaon, Mera Desh’, a swayamsevak,
Shri Pradip Deshpande, conducted
Prabhat Pheris in his village Khurdur.
This activity strengthened social
harmony. After the Prabhat Pheri
people also had community meals
together. Now plans have been
formulated
to
start
some
developmental activities. Similarly,
Prant Sah Sewa Pramukh Shri Sanat
Kumar Sharma conducted a free
Ayurvedic health camp in his village
Bharari. A total of 496 people of the
village benefited of it. Four doctors
conducted the check up of the villagers
and provided them free medicines.
By and large, large number of
swayamsevaks conducted the activities
like mobile library, Bhajan Mandali,
first aid, Sanskar Kendras, etc.


CHHATTISGARH

Panchamrita
trees in every
house

The swayamsevaks in Rajpur village of
Dhamtari district conducted a new
experiment. They ensured that at least
five trees of Amla, banana, lemon, coconut and papaya, are planted in every
house. They named them as Panchamrita trees. There are 110 families in
the village. They successfully persuaded every family to plant these trees.
Now there are bio gas plants in 35 houses of the village. All houses are
addiction-free. The saffron flags are hoisted atop every house on Hindu new
year. There is a tulsi plant in every house. The villagers renovated a Shiva
temple and ensured daily puja there. A Shri Ramacharita Manas competition
is conducted every year. The village is around 40 km from Dhamtari.
(Hemant Singh Suryavanshi)

CLEANING OF THE VILLAGE POND
The six shakhas of Ambikapur Nagar
in Sarguja Vibhag conduct different
sewa activities. The swayamsevaks
of Malviya Prabhat Shakha have
taken over the work of cleaning the
Mahamaya temple and its premises.
Two teams of the swayamsevaks
sell literature there.
Similarly, the Mangal Pandey
Prabhat shakha took up three kinds
of activities. These included tree
plantation, cleaning and coaching
centre. A swayamsevak, Bisheshwar
Singh, who runs the coaching
centre, is a college student. Through
all these activities
there is contact in
every house of the
village.
The Bajrang
Prabhat shakha
conducts
two
kinds
of
activities—
cleaning of the

Sangh Sthan and sale of literature.
Similarly, Shiv Prabhat shakha
cleans the Shiva temple of the
locality. A total of 29 swayamsevaks
join the activity. Bodha Prabhat
shakha also cleans the Shiva temple.
The Shivaji evening shakha of Raipur
Mahanagar conducts a free
coaching class. About 30 students
take benefit of it. Similarly, 20
shakhas of the Mahanagar jointly
cleaned the village pond. A total of
1280 swayamsevaks participated in
the activity.

HOMEOPATHIC
HEALTH CENTRE
BY IRREGULAR
SWAYAMSEVAKS
The Shiddeshwar shakha in Bhind (MP) is
more than 25 years old. The shakha has
been regular but some swayamsevaks
could not remain regular. They always
realised that they did not contribute in the
Sangh work. Once they all decided to start
a health centre. Prominent among them
were Dr Brijmohan Singh Bhadoria, who is
basically a homeopathy doctor, and
former Zila Vyavastha Pramukh Shri
Chhedilal Jain. Under the guidance of Zilla
Sewa Pramukh Shri Ramsharan Purohit,
Sewa Bharati Nagar president Shri Pawan

Jain Marwadi, Vibhag Sanghachalak Shri
Suresh Jain, Vibhag Sewa Pramukh Shri
Santoshi Gupta, Nagar Sewa Pramukh Shri
Arun Sharma, etc and started the health
centre on February 7, 2012 in Subhash
Nagar Sewa Basti. It was Ravidas Jayanti
on that day. All expenses of the centre are
met by the swayamsevaks of shakha. They
only collect funds, medicines, etc. Patients
are attended from 8 to 10 am daily.
Hundreds of patients have so far been
benefited through the project.
( Ramsharan Purohit)
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Tajpur shakha of Tarkeshwar district

Shakha becomes the
foundation of
VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT

The impact of the shakha has now crossed the
boundaries of Tajpur and can be witnessed in the
surrounding villages. Village development committees
have been formed involving new and old swayamsevaks
to start service activities there. Apart from involvement in
the rural development, these activities also increased the
interest of youth in the shakha.

WEST BENGAL

any service activities for
education, health, social
development and selfreliance were started in the
village. The impact of all these activities
is clearly visible not only inside the
village but also in the surrounding
villages. The activities started through
village development committee
reactivated not only the old
swayamsevaks but also increased the
presence of new swayamsevaks in the
shakha. By and large the shakha
touched all segments of the society.
Tajpur village shakha was started
with the efforts of Shri Shaktipad Pal,
who held the responsibility of
Sanghachalak since April 1967. This
shakha has now emerged as an ideal
service-oriented shakha in the
district.
Barring
the
Emergency period, it has
always been active attracting
large
number
of
swayamsevaks. It played a key
role in developing many
dedicated workers, Vistaraks
and
Pracharaks.
Many
workers developed here are
now active in many Sangh
associated organisations.
Besides
the
nine
swayamsevaks working at
Khand, Vibhag and district
level, the present Bankuda
Vibhag Pracharak and Dakshin
Bang Prant Pracharak are the
swayamsevaks of this shakha only. Five
of the other swayamsevaks of this
shakha also worked as short duration
Pracharaks and Vistaraks in the Prant.
There are active groups of
swayamsevaks for all activities like
increasing presence in the shakha,
gana and gata, which meet on regular
basis.
Different
festivals
and
programmes on the shakha are
organised with proper planning. The
90

swayamsevaks have played an active
role in majority of the awareness drives
like Ekatmata Yatra, Shri Ramshila
Pujan, karseva in Ayodhya, 60th
anniversary celebration of RSS, birth
anniversary celebrations of Veer
Savarkar, Dr Hedgewar, Shri Guruji, etc.
Apart from it, they discharged their
social responsibilities by actively joining
the activities related to different social
issues. They played a key role in the
foundation of Shishu Mandir in 1998.
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Now
a
college
students’
organisation has also been created
with the inspiration of the Sangh.
During the birth centenary year of Dr
Hedgewar (1989), various service
activities were started in the village.
They included dental dispensary,
coaching centre, Samskar Kendra,
building of a pond on the Ganga, etc.
All these activities are going on
perfectly even now.
Since the Sardhshati celebration of

WEST BENGAL

Sanskar Kendra and
coaching centres for the
students from fifth to
tenth classes are run in
three different parts of
the village. Not only this,
the talented students from
ninth to graduation level
are granted textbooks and
monthly scholarship.

Maa Sharda (2003), under the planning
of Sarva Bharatiya Sangh, a village
development committee was formed
involving old swayamsevaks. The
committee started different activities
related to education, health, social
development and self-reliance. The
impact of all these activities can be
seen in the entire village life. These
activities not only re-activated the old
swayamsevaks, but also encouraged
many new people to join the shakha.
The number of swayamsevaks also
increased on the shakha due to service
activities. In this way, the shakha is
touching all segments of the society.
Today, 80 people provide financial
support, 80 join shramdan at least once
a week, some allow the use of their
property for sewa activities, while
some bear the expenses of the
equipments used in the village
development activities. Apart from the
economic development of the village,
the villagers have now started resolving
their disputes themselves.
Sanskar Kendra and coaching
centres for the students from fifth to
tenth classes are run in three different
parts of the village. Not only this, the
talented students from ninth to
graduation level are granted textbooks

and monthly scholarship. All these
activities have made the atmosphere
conducive for education. It also
brought a qualitative change in the
behaviour of the local people.
The weekly and bio-monthly
dental treatment centres run by the
swayamsevaks have also earned trust
of the people. Many activities to cure
the disease without medicines and also
to stay fit are run there. For spiritual
development, monthly religious
meetings and birth anniversaries of
great personalities are observed on
regular basis. The habits of donation,
puja, distributing clothes to women,
children and widows through Sanskar
Kendras, distribution of fruits to
children of coaching centre during
monsoon
season,
meetings
with
farmers,
annual
function, etc. have all
promoted
family
spirit among the
villagers.
Now women of
the village also do not
leg behind. They have
contributed in the
service activities. The
cutting-tailoring

centre run by the Matri Mandali has
made them self-reliant. As the youth
come to the coaching and Sanskar
Kendras, the girls attend the daily
shakha of the Rashtra Sevika Samiti. In
this way, the girls and women have also
joined hands in all the activities.
The impact of the shakha has now
crossed the boundaries of Tajpur and
can be witnessed in the surrounding
villages.
Village
development
committees have been formed
involving new and old swayamsevaks
to start service activities there. Apart
from involvement in the rural
development, these activities also
increased the interest of the youth in
the shakha. The old swayamsevaks too
have now started attending the shakha
in good number. They have started a
Sanskar Kendra in nearby Aanud
village.
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Ichchhapur, Asansol district

A CAMPAIGN FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
AMONG VILLAGERS

T

he Sangh work in
Ichchhapur village, three
km from Durgapur city,
was started by the
swayamsevaks of Durgapur Nagar in
1985 when the sixtieth anniversary
of the RSS was being celebrated.
After the starting of this shakha, so
many remarkable achievements
have been noticed in the village.
Engagement of the youth in the
shakha helped change the social
status of the villagers. Earlier, no
master degree holder was available
in the village. But now taking
inspiration from the Sangh a
swayamsevak from the village
completed MA degree. Later, some
more people of the village followed
him. It is a matter of pride that a
swayamsevak of the village has
established himself as Principal of
a renowned high school of
Durgapur city. Some Vistaraks and
Pracharaks also came out from the
village to expand the Sangh work.
Inspired by it, now almost all the
surrounding villages of Ichchhapur
have Sangh shakhas or weekly
Milan.
92

The swayamsevaks of the
shakha have participated in
different types of activities like mass
awareness campaign for Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi movement, Vishwa
Mangal Gou Gram Yatra, etc. In
1989, on the occasion of birth
centenary of Dr Hedgewar first sewa
activity was started. It was a Homeo
charitable dispensary, which is
functioning even now. Gradually
several other sewa projects have
also been started by the local
swayamsevaks. Presently, 16
projects on education, health and
self-reliance are being run.
The projects like Shishu Sanskar
Kendra, coaching centre, art centre,
computer training centre, cuttingtailoring centre, etc, have notable
demand in the area. About 150
students and 24 teachers are
attached to the project. It is under a
government
registered
organisation, Vivekananda Vikash
Parishad which is affiliated to
Rashtriya Sewa Bharati.
Involvement of woman in the
sewa work is also encouraging. Out
of six self-help groups three are very
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active and their products are very
popular in the local market. Some
sewa projects are conducted by the
swayamsevaks once a year. These
include tree plantation, blood
donation camps, health check up
camps, etc. Some students of Sewa
Kendras attend the shakha
regularly, while some have
received the training of Prathamik
Varga also. Gram Vikas Samiti has
been formed and a meeting is
definitely conducted at least once
a month.
Awareness camp on health,
environment,
cow
based
development, water conservation,
village protection are taken up
regularly by the swayamsevaks.
Sangh and its sewa activities are
very popular in the area. The
villagers, especially the people of
Sewa Bastis, are grateful to the
Sangh for the changes which they
see in the life of their children. After
coming to the contact of service
activities, many local people have
come to the contact of Sangh. Some
of them now attend the shakha in
Durgapur city.


Liberation from
100 YEAR SLAVERY

T

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

here is a Janjati community
known as Lingfa in
Arunachal Pradesh. The
people of this community
migrated from Richukrong Circle to
East Kameng district about 100 years
back. When they were migrating, their
two members, basically two real
brothers, Rokyo and Tniyam,
decided to stay back. It was
told that they wanted to
marry local Aka girls.
Therefore, leaving them
alone, the entire Lingfa
community shifted to Bana,
East Kameng. Later, they
shifted from Bana to Lachung
Yangsey, near Seppa.
The brothers who
had
stayed
back
in
Richukrong later got married
to Aka girls and lived with the
Aka community. After the
marriage,
when
their
property grew and made
good progress, some Aka
people developed some
enmity with them. Following
it, the news spread that Rokyo, one of
the brothers, was killed by Aka people
by hatching a conspiracy on a bridge.
Later, they tried to enter into an

agreement with Tniyam, the brother of
Rokyo, but Tniyam declined. When he
developed some suspicion he decided
to run away from Richukrong at night.
But a group of Aka people followed him
and killed him too. Later, they, along
with their family members, were sold
as slave.
Rokyo had a son known as
Kandura, while Tniyam had three
daughters. They all started living as
slaves. Later, Kundra was got married
to an Aka girl known as Yadam. They
both had two sons, Langa and Kano.
Kandura also fathered two daughters.
Langa married to Gapho while Kano
wedded to Jambe. Langa had a son,
who was again named as Kandura. All
knew this story. But nobody of them
was able to read and right. Presently,
they were living as slaves with the
family of Kalo Dususo.
Meanwhile, some of the Lingpha
who had shifted to Richukrong leant
reading and writing. They had heard
this story from their elder members.
They all wanted that the missing
members should be brought back to
the main community. Therefore, Jora
Lingfa took this assignment and started
searching them. He searched many
areas, but did not get success. Finally,
he got some clues
and following them
established contact
with the missing
family members at
Vesang in Seppa. He
proposed
their
owners to liberate
them, but they fixed
some conditions.
Jora returned back
Tree plantation in a school by

Pasighat Shakha

Sewa Sadhna

Cleanliness drive by Lorlung
shakha in East Siyang district
and discussed the matter with the
community elders, who decided to free
the missing members at any cost.
Finally, a meeting was held with the
Aka community leaders at Chansmarap
on May 17, 2012 and after paying some
fine, all the six members were freed.
They were brought back to Seppa on
June 15. The Lingpha leaders made all
necessary arrangements for them to
live a respectable life. Shri Jora who
played a key role in liberating these

School bag distribution to students
by Don shakha in Upper Subalshree
people is a senior Sangh worker.
Presently, he is Zilla Karyavah of East
Kameng district.
The swayamsevaks in Arunachal
Pradesh conduct some sewa activities
at the shakha level. From cleaning the
grounds to sapling plants and
distributing bags to school students are
also done. There is planning to expand
these activities in near future.


 Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, V.S. 2070 (April

93

ASSAM

N

ASSAM

ormally,
the
swayamsevaks, developed
in Sangh shakhas, start
different kinds of service
activities across the country. But it is
quite opposite in some areas of northeastern region. Here the service
activities developed many Sangh
workers and also the torchbearers of
nationalist feelings.
Those who are aware of the
demography of north-eastern states
must be knowing that it is still difficult
for the nationalist forces to
work in some of the areas of
the region. Despite that, the
nationalist forces are active in
the entire region, may be in
different
forms.
The
experiment of Arogya Mitra
scheme started under the
banner of Arogya Bharati
some years back has proved to be a
solid force of patriotism and
nationalism in the region. More than
5000 such Arogya Mitras are active in
the remote and inaccessible areas of
north-eastern states, where it is
impossible to think for government
agencies to reach. Even the Sangh

BHASKAR KULKARNI

Akhil Bharatiya Prashikshan
Pramukh, Arogya Bharati

swayamsevaks could not reach there
so far. These people not only ensure
good health for the local people, but
also promote nationalist feelings
among the people. There are some
areas where there was no Sangh
shakha, but after the work of Arogya
Mitras, there too the Sangh shakhas
began and now a good band of
dedicated workers is active in the
nation-building activities. By and large
whatever the nationalist atmosphere
one could see in Assam region today,
can be credited largely to these Arogya
Mitras.

When we talk about modern
development in medical field, we
normally mean lakhs of doctors for
crores of patients. The ultimate
objective of all the national and
international medical organisations too
is the same. But the prime question is
whether we can ensure health for all by
ensuring good number of doctors for a
certain percentage of people.
The modern health system can
keep some organs of the body fit to
some extent, but it cannot keep us
mentally and intellectually sound. We
also pray for param vaibhav in our daily
shakha. Can we achieve this objective
by closing our eyes? Have we thought
about the condition of our agriculture,
health, etc. when we achieve the
param vaibhav? The Sangh is working
since the year 1925 and the experience
of these years is that if we achieve
param vaibhav in the field of health,
we have to ensure that every person is
fit in all respects.
Our
scriptures
saydharmarthkammokshanam arogya
moolam. It means the foundation of
dharma, artha, kaam and moksha is
arogya (good health). People eat many
things throughout the day, but majority
of them do not know what to eat,
when to eat, how much to eat and how
to eat. This is the reason majority of the
people keep unwell. Even those who
know these basics of health do not
follow them in practical life. That is why
they repeatedly fall sick. It was in order
to bring forth this thing, the Arogya
Bharati was formed in 2004. It
organised the first national workshop
‘Niramaya-2006’ in Nagpur. Noted
yoga guru Baba Ramdev and 1500
other scholars from different medical
fields attended the workshop. The

AROGYA MITRA SCHEME

A commitment for HEALTHY NATION
94
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ASSAM
Arogya Mitra scheme. There are more
than 50 workers in Assam alone who
have come through the Arogya Mitra
scheme. They move in the entire region
in the form of Arogya Mitras, without
any difficult or security threat. By and
large a good network can be created
through such workers. They work free
of cost for the development of their
villages.

MANIPUR
ultimate objective of the Arogya
Bharati is—healthy individual, healthy
family, healthy society, healthy village
and healthy nation.
In order to keep every individual
fit, the Arogya Bharati started the
Arogya Mitra project, which has
displayed miraculous results in northeastern states. Apart from keeping the
people physically fit, the Arogya Mitras
have also strengthened the patriotic
feelings among the people. Normally,
it requires a trained doctor to prescribe
medicines to a sick. But to educate
people about healthy lifestyle it does
not require a medical degree holder. It
is not necessary a doctor’s advice how
to perform Suryanamaskars or other
yoga exercises. A yoga practicenor can
do it perfectly.
A doctor can only keep an
individual physically fit. But our
objective is to keep the individual fit
from all aspects. Therefore, if we wish
to keep India fit, we shall have to keep
every individual living in rural areas fit.
If the villages are fit, the entire nation
will remain fit. This is the reason that
the Arogya Bharati has focused on
villages. We want to train at least two
Arogya Mitras in every village to ensure
good health for all. For it, training
camps have been started all over the
country. We normally teach 20 kinds of
things related to aahar and vihar

(eating and behaving) in these training
camps.
We need to understand one more
fact. Arogya Mitras are not for just
propagating healthy lifestyle. They also
work for national cause. We can reach
anywhere in the remote and
vulnerable areas with their help.
Propagating healthy lifestyle can be a
good topic for all the upkramasheel
shakhas today. Not only the
swayamsevaks visiting the shakha, but
also the general public should be
taught about the healthy lifestyle. The
activities conducted for physical and
intellectual growth of swayamsevaks
should also include the activities of
good eating and behaving habits.
Healthy lifestyle is needed for both
urban and rural, posh colonies or Sewa
Basti people. Therefore, we have
decided
to
conduct
training
programmes on large scale. Healthy
lifestyle is equally beneficial for all
whether the Congress followers or the
BJP, leftist, Hindu, Muslim or the
followers of any other sect, way of life
or the ideology. Arogya Mitra can be an
effective medium to bring the people
of many other ideologies into our fold.
Nobody will oppose the work of
promoting healthy lifestyle. We have
witnessed in north-eastern region that
many good and dedicated workers
have been developed through the

Neither ‘Maiti’ nor Mayang’

WE ALL ARE
INDIANS

Many healthy trends have been
witnessed in north-east region
through the Arogya Mitra scheme.
They are proving to be a key player
in changing the mentality of the
people. There is an incident of
Manipur. The local people there call
themselves ‘Maiti’. Those who have
settled there from other parts of the
country are called ‘Mayang’.
Sometime back a campaign was
launched in the state to force the
Mayangs to leave the state. Since
this word was used as an abuse, it
created a gulf between the Manipuri
and non-Manipuri people. This
mentality was dangerous for the
national feeling.
Therefore, it disturbed all the
nationalists. The Sangh also has very
good work in Manipur. There are
thousands of trained workers all
over the state. The swayamsevaks
educated the people about the
disastrous consequences of Mayang
word. Ultimately the people stopped
using this word and now the
opposition of non-Manipuri people
has reduced to a great extent. It is a
big achievement on the part of the
swayamsevaks. This also shows how
positive change can be brought

about in the society.
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When the jehadis caused mass exodus of North-East
students from Bengaluru, Hyedrabad, Mumbai and Pune
last year, the swayamsevaks conducted continuous 90 hour
relief operation at railways stations.

WITH YOU, ALWAYS
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A

ssam was burning in the fire of
communal violence and lakhs
of people were forced to seek
shelter in refugee camps in
Kokrajhar region. The jihadists were trying
to spread this fire all over the country
through violent demonstrations and
damaging public property clearly to
instigate the violence.
When they failed in this conspiracy,
they tried to create a panic among the
people of north-east region, especially the
students studying in higher educational
institutions of prominent metro cities like
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Pune, Mumbai,
spreading rumours that if they did not leave
the city within the stipulated time they will
be killed. Basically, it was the same trick
which was adopted by these fanatics in
Kashmir valley against the Hindus during
the early ninties. The threats against northeast people were spread through SMS,
emails, and phone calls etc.
Immediately after the spread of the
rumours thousands of north-eastern
students started mass exodus to save their
lives. Those who saw the pictures of Hindus
from Pakistan returning to India after the
Partition in 1947, could see the repeatation
of it. All trains leading to Guwahati were
packed beyond their capacity. People were
so much panicked that they left their
belongings behind and ran away with
whatever they could collect. Majority of
them assembled at railways stations and
waited for any train leaving the city.
In that condition, when the hate was
at its peak, the swayamsevaks of local
Sangh shakhas rushed to the railway
stations and tried to persuade such people
not to leave the city and assured them full
protection. They also arranged food and
other helps for them at the station itself.
Despite that some were persuaded not to
return, while some returned to Assam. By
and large the chaos continued for many
days.
According to reports the rumour was
at its peak on August 16 when the
swayamsevaks rushed to the railway

ASSAM

stations with relief material. The relief
operation continued non-stop for 90 hours,
till (August 19) the exodus ended. The
swayamsevaks
rendered
services
prominently at Bangalore Railway station.
There are reports of similar relief activities
from Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune and
Mumbai.
Led by RSS Prant Sharirik Pramukh Shri
Chandrashekar Jagirdar and Bangalore
Mahanagar Sah Karyavah Shri Karunakar
Rai, a team of 25 swayamsevaks monitored
the situations at Railway station. Began on

August 16 at 10 pm, on
a rotational basis
nearly
700
swayamsevaks
of
Bangalore joined the
RSS
initiative
at
Railway station, in
which swayamsevaks
served food for 28,000
North East passengers,
ensured their complete
safety and security.
On August 19
night it was noticed
that
the
exodus
drastically declined,
almost the exodus was
over. However to
ensure the safety, still
RSS team was working
at the Railway Station.
The
RSS
openly
declared its support to
North East people,
pledged to shoulder all
help in their homeland
or wherever they were
in the country. Their
work was noticed and
appreciated by many
Railway
officials,
police,
government
officials, mediapersons
and importantly by
North East Indians. The
NE passengers used to
shout “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai” when train left the station. This scene
was same in all the 14 trains in which the
swayamsevaks worked. Along with RSS, the
ABVP. Rashtra Sevika Samiti, Hindu Jagran
Vedike also associated in various activities
at Railway Station. The Rashtra Sevika
Samiti activists looked after the safety of
woman passengers.
RSS Prant Karyavah Shri Tippeswamy,
Prant Sharirik Pramukh Shri Chandrashekar
Jagirdar, Prant Sah Ghosh Pramukh Shri Na
Nagaraj, Prant Sewa Pramukh Shri
Sadashiva, Bangalore Mahanagara Sah

The conspiracy of
fanatics received sharp
reaction from all sections
of the society. Agitated
people organised massive
demonstrations across the
country on August 27.
Karyavah Shri Karunakara Rai guided the
swayamsevaks at Railway Station.
This conspiracy hatched on the part of
the fanatics to disturb the communal
received sharp reaction from all sections of
the society. Agitated people organised
massive demonstrations across the country
on August 27. In Delhi the protest was
organised at Jantar Mantar which was
addressed by many senior BJP and Sangh
leaders.
In Bengaluru the protest was
organised outside Town Hall the same day.
The message was clear and loud. ‘Detect
and deport the Bangladeshi infiltrators
from India and restore peace and social
harmony in North East India’, said Dr
Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat, Kshetra Sampark
Pramukh of RSS. The protest was held
under the banner of Save Assam Forum,
Karnataka Unit. “The root cause of the
problem of North East crisis and Assam
violence is Bangladeshi infiltration.
Government should show its political will to
deport the infiltrators, instead of giving
them a royal treatment and providing civic
facilities,” Dr Bhatt said.
On August 23, the swayamsevaks in
Mangalore organised a Vidyarthi Milan for
the north east students. The objective of
the Milan was to boost the confidence of
the people who did not return despite
widespread roumers. The Milan was held at
Dhyana Mandira of Sharada Vidyala
Manglaore, jointly by Citizens Council
Mangalore and Poorvanchal Vikas Parishad
Mangalore. Many North-East students
participated.
- Pramod Saini
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SHRI MAHALAKSHMI PURAN AND
HANUMAN CHALISA MANDALI

ODISHA

he focus of shakha based
sewa activities in Odisha is
on samskar and religious
awakening. A similar project
was started on August 10, 2006 at
Ruchika Bazar Basti, near Mahabir
Basti, in Bhubaneshwar city. It was
named as Shri Mahalakshmi Puran
Mandali. Under this project there is a
weekly get together on every Thursday.
Majority of the participants are women
from the local Sewa Basti.
The get-together begins with a
prayer. Then a chapter of Shri
Mahalakshmi Puran is recited
and then a discussion is held over
it. Then there is a questionanswer session so that nobody
should not feel any difficult in
imbibing it.
If anybody has any question
regarding that particular chapter
that is also answered. The get
together concludes with telling
an inspiring story. Apart from all
these activities, if any participant
of the Basti has any individual
problem, that is also discussed and
addressed in the last session.
Encouraged
by
it,
the
swayamsevaks also constituted a Shri
Hanuman Chalisa Mandali in 2010. A
get together for this objective is
organised on every Tuesday. It not only
encouraged religious awakening in the
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Basti also led the people to receive
good virtues. Since the beginning of
this group, not only their family life has
changed but also their thinking has
become positive and they now do not
think negative.
Apart from generating awakening,
a watch is also kept on the health of all
the participants by organising a health
camp. Some competitions
are also organised among
them.
Sahbhoj
(community meals), is also
organised at least once a
year to bring people
together and remove the
differences of upper or
lower.
The
Makar
Sankranti festival is
specially organised with
the cooperation and
participation of all.
The major outcome
of all these activities is
that now none of the
Christian Missionary or
any
other
alien
organisation can misguide
these
people
for
conversions. The shakha
conducted in the Basti has
regular attendance of
about 20 swayamsevaks.
Seven of them are trained with
Prathamik Shikshan, while three have
done
first
year
training.
Another impact of
these activities is that
the attendance of
Sangh workers is
regarded necessary in
all the activities of the
Basti. They are invited
for individual or family
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functions. The presence of Sangh
adhikaris is also must in the
Independence Day and Republic Day
functions organised by Self-Help
Groups in the Basti.
Two similar projects have now
been started in two other nearby
Bastis. There is planning to start them
in every Sewa Basti. There workers are

active to make it happen and very
shortly the objective will be achieved.
Apart from all these activities the
swayamsevaks also conducted sewa
during Shri Jagannath Rath Yatra
Mahotsava. They take different types
of activities in their hands. For some
years they took the work of cleaning,
some provide water to the devotees,
while some take up some other
responsibilities.
(Deviprasad Mahapatra)

